Thank you for this opportunity to share my story in the hope the some changes can be made to create an equal and fair society for all citizens.

 

My name is Amanda Butcher i am 43 years old, and i have a same sex relationship. My issue is regarding my comsuper/pension. I served in the Royal Australian Navy for 20 years, i was part of the DFRDB fund, which entitled me upon my discharge to either a full pension or a part pension with a cash amount transferred into another fund payable on retirement age namely 58 yrs old in my case.  

 

My issue is that if i was to die before my partner the pension portion of this arrangement would as things stand at the moment stop as under federal legislation same sex couples aren't recognized in this area, but if my partner was male and we complied with the current marriage or defacto criteria then my (male) husband or partner would be entitled to 5/8's of my service pension. I don't believe that just because my partner is a same sex partner that she should be discriminated against and not be entitled to what should legally be hers, if marriage were a legal option for us then we would certainly take that path, but until that change is made the closest we can get is to have a defacto relationship, which is only recongised in certain situations with this not being one.

 

My partner and i would well and truly meet any defacto criteria as we have joint bank accounts, we have lived together for over four years and have a mortgage together. We are both professionals and contribute to society and pay our taxes the same as any hetrosexual couples do therefore should be entitled to the same benifits and conditions.

 

This is only one of many inequalities suffered by same sex couples, but it is the one is wish to highlight through this submission, i am confident that the other inconsistances in our society will be presented to you thru other submissions, so I hope that this will help in trying to force the change that will bring about equality and fairness for all.

 

Regards

 

Amanda Butcher

