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(c) discuss examples of the impact that Commonwealth laws have had on the lives of same-sex couples and any children of same-sex couples
Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.
My submission is founded in the experience of lesbian long-time partners and which greatly concerns my partner and me.  The experience is founded in discrimination based on ignorance of same sex relationships and closely linked to the failure of the state to recognise the validity of same sex life-partnerships.

One of our lesbian friends lay ill and dying in her hospital bed.  When it came time for her to die the hospital staff prevented her partner from entering her hospital room and sitting with her at the end of her life because she was not the ‘spouse’.  

Our friend died, alone.  Her partner sat outside in the corridor prevented from being with her.  She continues to suffer great distress that her life-time partner died without her comfort and without knowing she was there with her.

Laws may not amount to much in the life time of people who have little recourse to legal interventions.  Laws can, however, provide powerful guidance and structure at times of great ambivalence on the part of ‘outsiders’ like the hospital staff in our friends’ case.  The failure of states to provide formal recognition for same sex partnerships meant that for this couple denial of the ordinary human dignity of sharing what could have been a peaceful end to a long and happy partnership.  With formal recognition our surviving friend could not have been denied access to her partner in her dying moments.
I am mindful that this kind of discrimination may also impact on children who are not the ‘biological’ child of the dying partner and who may likewise be prevented from bringing final comfort to someone they have known, loved and shared their life with.
Formal recognition at state level for same sex relationships should be enacted at once.  
Thank you again
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