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RE: WAR WIDOW/ER’S PENSIONS AND OTHER STATUTORY SCHEMES

Partners of those who have served in the Australian Defence Forces are usually entitled to receive a war widow/er’s pension when their partner dies.

However, this does not apply to same-sex partners.  Please see attached correspondence from the then Minister for Veteran’s Affairs, the Hon. De-Anne Kelly for confirmation of this [Submission No. 250(II)].

In addition, Ms Kelly advises in the second last paragraph of her letter, that same sex couples may continue to experience discrimination in “other statutory schemes such as superannuation and compensation” (emphasis mine).

Gay war veterans laid down their lives or were injured for our country.  They protected us.  We should protect them and their families.  Why are their families less deserving of being afforded this protection?  

They did not fight solely to protect those in same-sex relationships, they fought to protect all of us, regardless of our sexual preference.  It is ironic that they fought to even protect those who would come to institute policies which would deliberately discriminate them and their families. 

At 11am on 11 November each year (and for the next 5000 years) a ray of light will fall on the word “Love” inside the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne.  What does this tell us about what was considered important by those who fought, and their loved ones who built this Shrine. 

Let us not take for granted the sacrifice they gave to us and accept and respect one another.  Haven’t we learnt the lessons that fighting in wars all around the world has taught us?  

Many of them fought and gave their lives to make this world a better place.  Let us not dishonour their memory by denying pensions to their families.  Let us not dishonour and tarnish the world they fought to defend, by continuing to uphold bigotry and discrimination.  Have we learned nothing from their sacrifice?  

Yours sincerely,


Walter Lee

