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I ask that you consider the following material which I offer in support of community recognition of same gender relationships.

Broadly speaking what I have to say falls into three categories:


1. The equal entitlement of young Australians to be able to find positive models of their own possible futures.

2. The right of all Australians to equal pay for equal work 

3. The right for gay and lesbian Australians to enjoy a life that is free from both personal and institutional vilification
1. The equal entitlement of young Australians to be able to find positive models of their own possible futures.

By the time I was 4 and a half years old I very well remember wanting to be a fireman. I can even recall my wonderful grandfather with whom I lived until just before starting school, telling me that there was a better future in plumbing. Imagining the future is a very common childhood activity and it gives us a way of rehearsing possible futures, trying them on for size. It is a part of how we figure out and make sense of the world around us and our possible role in it. 

By the time I was 5 I had started school and within a very short time I knew I was different from the other children in some way. Of course every child is different but my difference was something that not only I acknowledged, my childhood peers also acknowledged. I was marginalised, ostracized and taunted almost everyday of my primary school life.

I recall simply not knowing what to do about it. I vividly recall wondering what I had to do just to be “a boy” because whatever it was that I was doing was getting me nowhere. 

I believe that all young Australians are entitled to grow up with a sense of belonging in a world that will make room for them rather than marginalise them. They are entitled to see positive models of their possible futures. As it happened I had a natural propensity for a number of sports, particularly athletics, but the barriers to developing this were huge. I could not see how I could fit in with the other boys who were similarly able. Who knows what talents and gifts I and other children like me might have developed for their own benefit and that of our shared community were we not left to puzzle quite so hard about who we were and why being different was such a bad thing.

How a community comes to a point where it lives with and sanctions the stigmatization of difference is an interesting question and the answer is far more complex than I could ever hope to offer here, but a part of the answer must surely be that a society which vilifies and marginalises those whose difference is a simple as a gender preference for how they might love and build relationships, is a society that diminishes its young people. 

2. The right of all Australians to equal pay for equal work 

At the end of my adolescence I drifted into a studentship and qualified as a primary school teacher. At the end of a three year diploma in teaching I was awarded an extension of my studentship to take a degree which I did at New England University - at the time a hotbed of chilling anti-homosexual violence and general homophobia which was extended even to those who might just possibly be “camp” or “queer”.  Rugger-buggery reined supreme under the approving gaze of college masters and old boys networks who used the “boys will be boys” mantra to excuse behavior that often bordered on criminal and psychologically disturbed.
But I did not allow this to force me out. Some young men left but most of us stayed and fought it out - each in our own way, often finding many allies among our fellow students - which also taught me something about the patriarchal control of loud aggressive men somehow always managing to drown out the many reasonable people who do exist.

I became a teacher, was awarded several outstanding assessments and became a principal in my thirties, a feat that is common enough these days but was rare back in the mid 1980’s.

I was probably not the world’s best teacher but I worked hard. I worked for a while as a curriculum consultant and as a writer and editor for the Education Department and was actively involved in teacher unionism. And then in the mid 1990’s I learned at a talk given by a rep of the superannuation fund that my partner was ineligible for any part of my superannuation. I knew for the first time what women who did the same job as men must surely have known when they were given less pay.

I learned that my partner of almost 15 years was considered unworthy to gain partner benefits and that even a defacto heterosexual partner of two years could gain this entitlement. As superannuation was a part of my remuneration I found that I was being remunerated at a lower rate than my heterosexual colleagues. 
I found I could no longer work in such a discriminatory system and so, after working for 25 years with the Education Department of Victoria I left to find work where I could save for a more secure retirement. This has involved me in retraining and a lot of hard work. I love my new work as a CEO of two large organisations and as a member of several boards, but I feel a deep sense of hurt and discrimination as I watch former colleagues and their spouses retiring while I work on trying to secure the possibility of retirement that will have no retirement salary but which hopefully will have at least some shared security for myself and my partner of over a quarter of a century.

3. The right for gay and lesbian Australians to enjoy a life that is free from both personal and institutional vilificatioN

Marriage is not a concept owned by anyone so much as an acknowledgement of what two people might choose to do in terms of telling the world that they are a unit and that they want to be treated as such. It is about the quality of a particular kind of relationship and while I don’t particularly want to be married I want that right. I want the right that my fellow Australians who happen to be heterosexual have for themselves and their children [if they too happen to be heterosexual]. 

The concept of marriage cannot be threatened by this and to suggest that my capacity for love and for building a loving relationship is in any way provocative or of less value than anyone else who chooses to have a long term relationship, is deeply offensive, and a form of institutional vilification that must end as surely as denying women the vote.

It was once seen that giving women the vote was a threat to the natural order of things. It was once seen that equal pay was a threat to the natural order of things. Thank god there were men and women who saw through this self-serving nonsense. 
I trust that our parliamentarians will also see through the nonsense of diminishing same-sex relationships because of a false perception that they threaten opposite-sex relationships, and that we will move on to a fairer world where we can all contribute what we have to our community to the best of our abilities without having to fear marginalization and discrimination. And the biggest obstacle to this is the continued enshrinement of the self-serving homophobia found in the Commonwealth’s efforts to diminish and vilify same gendered relationships.
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