Date: 29th May 2006

NAME: [Name Withheld]
ADDRESS [Details removed]
Submission to the Same Sex: Same Entitlements Inquiry.

Dear HREOC,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a public submission to the National Inquiry into Discrimination against People in Same Sex

Relationships: Financial and Work-Related Entitlements and Benefits.

[Details removed]
I am a 32 year old social worker. I have a female partner and we have been a couple for approximately the last three years, and have lived together for most of that time.

I believe that to achieve full legal equality all Federal legislation should have terms such as `spouse', `partner' `dependent' , `family' and `couple' redefined to include same sex partners and, where relevant,their children.

I believe that Commonwealth legal recognition of same sex relationships including families parented by same sex partners would have a positive impact on my relationships, family life, productivity at work and financial security, among other areas of my life.

I have experienced discrimination in the context of  inability to access 'carers leave', at a time when my partner's mother was in hospital for emergency surgery, and her father, who has dementia, required full care from us in our home.

In addition to this my partner and I, considered 'single' under the law, do not receive the benefits associated with the Medicare safety net for families.

Yours sincerely

[Name Withheld]
