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IN BRIEF

Crossing the line:
Lived experience of sexual violence among trans
women of colour from culturally and linguistically
diverse (CALD) backgrounds in Australia

BACKGROUND

Sexual violence is a pervasive and damaging experience in many women'’s lives.

Trans women experience higher rates of sexual violence than cisgender women, with trans women of colour

at highest risk.

The experiences and needs of trans women in relation to sexual violence remain poorly understood by many
healthcare providers, legislators, police and policymakers. The experiences and needs of trans women of
colour and those from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities are the least understood.

The absence of culturally competent information and knowledge about transgender experience,
accompanied by misinformation, can lead to stigma, prejudice and discrimination, resulting in unmet
needs for trans women. This can have serious consequences for trans women's physical and psychological
wellbeing.

KEY FINDINGS

There are positive implications for trans women’s overall health and wellbeing when trans women feel
included and accepted.

Trans women of colour from CALD backgrounds, as well as women who identify as lesbian, bisexual or queer,
may experience additional prejudice and discrimination due to the intersection of gender, sexuality, social

class, race and religion.

Support in gender transitioning, through facilitation of access to hormone therapy, reduces the risk of

transphobic violence.

CALD trans women's experiences of gender-based sexual violence are comparable with those of non-CALD
trans women and cisgender women, however trans women also experience transphobic violence.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

Conduct further awareness-raising and education for healthcare providers, legislators, police and
policymakers, as well as the general public, in relation to transgender experience and gender transitioning.

Challenge societal attitudes which support, condone or trivialise sexual violence against women, including
violence against trans women.

Ensure policy and practice documents and clinical guidelines use language that is inclusive of gender and
sexuality diversity when discussing sexual violence against women.



Trans women of colour experiencing
sexual violence are often overlooked

In the era of the #MeToo movement, the social justice campaign which serves to empower
women to voice experiences of sexual violence, there is a growing awareness that for many
women, sexual violence is everywhere. Sexual violence is so normalised in women’s lives
that many do not report it, or fear the consequences of making a complaint. Women
who report sexual violence are frequently disbelieved—one quarter of Australians are
unaware that false allegations of sexual assault are rare (Webster et al., 2018)—exposed
to attack within the legal system, and face negative social and relational consequences.
Some women are more likely to be subjected to sexual violence, more likely to have their
complaints dismissed, and more likely to be socially ostracised for making a complaint.
Trans women of colour living in Australia, from culturally and linguistically diverse
(CALD) backgrounds, are one such group, but they are often overlooked in national
statistics or research on sexual violence against women.

A NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY

Trans women depicted in this research used a range of terms to describe their gender

" ou

identity, including “non-binary transfeminine”, “genderfluid”, “transgender female”, “female”,

" u

genderqueer”, “"woman”, “trans woman” and “fa’afafine”. While acknowledging

“sistergirl”, “
this variation, this research uses the term “trans woman” which emerged as a generic term
used to describe the participants’ sense of community and commonality with others with a
similar gender identity, and the term “women” when reporting findings. Sexual identity of
research participants included straight (heterosexual), gay, lesbian, queer, bisexual, pansexual,
asexual and fluid. For non-heterosexual identities, the research employs the term queer and
the acronym LGBTIQ+ to refer to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer communities.
The research uses women of colour to refer to the ethnic identities of the trans women
interviewed as it was preferred by participants. The term CALD is used to describe culturally
and linguistically diverse backgrounds, and to distinguish between white, Anglo-Australians
and culturally and linguistically diverse Australians.
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Trans women experience higher rates of
sexual violence than cisgender women

International research indicates trans women are at higher risk of sexual violence than
cisgender women (James, 2016; National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs, 2014,
2015, 2016). In Australia, a recent survey of trans and gender diverse people that asked
participants “Have you ever been forced or frightened into doing something sexually
that you did not want to do?” reported that 53.2 percent had experienced sexual violence
compared to 13.3 percent of the broader Australian population (Callander et al., 2019).
Trans women of colour face discrimination and violence on the basis of the intersection
of their gender and racial identities and, for some, their sexual identities as queer women.
However, there is an absence of Australian research investigating the experiences of sexual
violence among trans women of colour.

The experiences and needs of trans women in relation to sexual violence remain poorly
understood by many healthcare providers, legislators, police and policymakers, with
the experiences and needs of trans women of colour from CALD backgrounds being the
least understood. The absence of culturally competent information and knowledge about
transgender experience, accompanied by misinformation, can lead to stigma, prejudice
and discrimination, resulting in unmet needs for trans women. This can have serious
consequences for trans women’s physical and psychological wellbeing. Trans women of
colour from a CALD background, as well as women who identify as lesbian, bisexual or
queer, may experience additional prejudice and discrimination, due to the intersection
of gender, sexuality, race and religion.
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THE ANROWS RESEARCH PROJECT

“Crossing the line: Lived experience of sexual violence among trans women of colour
from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds in Australia” by
Professor Jane M. Ussher, Dr Alex Hawkey, Professor Janette Perz, Professor Pranee
Liamputtong, Dr Brahmaputra Marjadi, Professor Virginia Schmied, Dr Tinashe
Dune, Jessica Aasha Sekar, Samantha Ryan, Rosie Charter, Jack Thepsourinthone,
Dr Kyja Noack-Lundberg and Dr Eloise Brook

The research was conducted by researchers based in the Translational Health Research
Institute at Western Sydney University, with practice expertise provided by the Gender
Centre. The project aim was to increase understanding of the lived experience of being
a trans woman of colour living in Australia, in relation to gender transitioning and
experiences of sexual violence. The project used a sequential mixed methods design
and a feminist intersectional approach to address this aim. The research design, data
collection and analysis, and outcomes from the findings were underpinned by principles
of integrated knowledge translation, which included input from an advisory group and
trans community stakeholders, integrating lived experience into the knowledge production
and translation process.

Study methods included:

o thirty-one interviews with trans women of colour, and follow-up interviews with 19
women which included photovoice!

o analysis of thirty-nine online forum threads, with 480 unique posters and 950 comments,
in relation to discussion of trans sexual violence

+ anational survey exploring sexual violence and women’s responses to violence that
included:

o trans women, i.e. assigned male at birth (n=180), 15 percent of whom were CALD
o cisgender heterosexual women (n=1249), 8 percent of whom were CALD

o cisgender lesbian, bisexual or queer women (n=866), 13 percent of whom
were CALD.

Quotes appearing in this paper come from interviews and surveys with women carried
out as part of the study, and also appear in the full report.

See anrows.org.au for the full report.

1 Photovoice is an empowering qualitative method used in community participatory research, where
participants are asked to express their points of view or represent their communities by photographing
scenes that highlight their experience. The photos and accompanying narratives (which can be viewed in the
full research report) aim to help policymakers and practitioners better understand trans women.
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Key findings

Gender transitioning is a complex process

Thematic analysis of interview and photovoice data suggested that gender transitioning?
is a complex process that takes place over time, with awareness of the desire to transition
often starting in childhood or adolescence. While transitioning is not a linear process, all
women described it as an experience of finding their true self, with positive consequences
for health and wellbeing. Women described expression of their feminine or trans identity
as a process of embodied agency, involving the adoption of feminine appearance, often
accompanied by hormone therapy. Although expression of femininity often took a lot of
labour, it was associated with pleasure and self-expression.

During the process of gender transition, many women experienced transphobic sexual
harassment and assault, which they had not experienced previously. Passing as a woman
resulted in social acceptance and reduced the risk of transphobic violence. However,
some women found it difficult to pass if they did not meet narrow definitions of white
hetero-femininity. Many women developed their own version of femininity, subverting
the hetero-feminine beauty ideal, with some women making no attempt to pass. The
intersection of femininity, cultural identity and sexual identity was often expressed
through culturally specific clothes, jewellery or makeup.

Women who experienced support and acceptance of their feminine expression and
identity from family, friends and work colleagues reported a positive experience of
gender transitioning. However, many women described a difficult journey towards
social acceptance, experiencing intersecting racism and transphobia in public, as well as
within work spaces and the queer community. Rejection and attempts to prevent gender
transitioning from family members was common. In combination, these sometimes led
to women feeling isolated, invisible and unsupported.

Narratives from trans women in this research demonstrate the important role that
family, partners, friends, healthcare professionals, the wider LGBTIQ+ community and
the workplace all have on trans women’s identity, sense of belonging and self-esteem. It
reveals positive implications for women’s overall health and wellbeing when women feel
included and accepted.

Literally the experience was this, | went in. | sat down. | explained to her that |
have been presenting female for a long time now. I’d like to go forward and
start HRT [hormone replacement therapy]. And she was like, “Okay, cool. I'm not
in a position to question your experience.” That’s a quote from her. And | was
like, “That’s really positive to hear. | think I'm in the right place.”

(Dora)

2 The term gender affirmation is increasingly being used in place of gender transition. As the participants in this
study described a process of gender transition, this is the term the research has employed.
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Experiences of migration
can intersect with sexual violence

Sexual violence often commenced in childhood and, for some trans women, motivated
them to migrate.

Many trans women of colour seek to leave their country of origin to escape violence,
persecution, family abuse or rejection, and economic disadvantage related specifically to
their gender identity (Alessi, Kahn, Woolner, & Van Der Horn, 2018). Some trans women
also report migrating in order to access better healthcare, education and employment,
and to experience gender affirmation without fear of violence (Cerezo, Morales, Quintero,
& Rothman, 2014; Munro et al., 2013). For some interview subjects, migration facilitated
publicly transitioning, particularly for women who came from countries where being
gender diverse or transgender was not accepted.

In Argentina ... | didn't have the courage to come out because | was in a really violent
household ... So | think | had it in me that | couldn’t come out like | was lost. So to me,
going to Australia, was the exit, like the paradise, freedom, you know what | mean?
(Sofia)

Across all studies examined in this research, there was acknowledgement of the lack of
migration services that are both trans and culturally competent. As a result, many
trans women of colour feel locked out of broader migrant services due to perceptions
of transphobia in the broader migrant community. Trans women who are migrants or
refugees may be let down by immigration services, and encounter barriers additional to
those already experienced by cisgender migrant and refugee women (see also Vaughan
et al., 2016).

Sexual violence is a common experience for trans
women of colour

The interview, online forum and survey data all demonstrated that sexual violence is a
common experience for trans women. This included both sexual harassment and sexual
assault, occurring in both the public and private domains. Trans women of colour reported
similar experiences to trans women from non-CALD backgrounds, exacerbated by racism
within both society at large and queer communities (Cyrus, 2017; Giwa & Greensmith,
2012). Notions of a broad and supportive LGBTIQ+ community may therefore have little
meaning for trans women of colour.

Queers don’t organise violent gangs to go round bashing people, but they do exclude
people from communities which results in the death of people who don‘t-who no longer
have access to their social networks or they feel like they can’t rely on their community.
(Dinaz)
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Sexual harassment

Sexual harassment that served to cross people’s boundaries included trans women being
objectified and positioned as other, being stared at, or having their gender commented
upon in the public domain. This often resulted in women being hypersexualised or outed
as trans or as a man, which could lead to social exclusion, or a situation of danger for the
woman. Many women were deliberately misgendered in their interactions with others,
or were subjected to transphobic and derogatory comments, including being mocked,
insulted, laughed at, and threatened with physical or sexual violence. The intersection of
gender, cultural identity, and sexual identity was evident in accounts of combined sexism,
racism, homophobia and transphobia, sometimes from strangers, and sometimes within
the queer community.

Sometimes women were uncertain as to whether verbal harassment was directed at them
as women, experiencing “catcalling” similar to that reported by cisgender women, or was
transphobic abuse because they were trans women who don’t pass as women. The fear of
being murdered was shared by many trans women, who described feeling anxious about
presenting as a woman in a social context. Catcalling could be a confidence booster for
some trans women, however it also has a dangerous undercurrent.

For me, one of the most common and, like, ignored sexual violence is catcalling, because
it’s not just guys telling you, “Hey beautiful”, “"Hey this, hey that”, or calling you names, or
saying sexual stuff to you. It's the feeling that you get when guys actually do that because

for me as a trans woman, | feel like if the guy is trying to hit on me and if they found out
later on that I'm trans, they’re going to be mad at me and my life is going to be in danger.

(Jennifer)

The pervasiveness of verbal violence in the lives of trans women meant there were very
few places where the women were safe from abuse.

Sexual assault

Physical and sexual assault which served to cross bodily boundaries included women
being beaten up, spat upon, and groped, as well as subjected to online violence and forced
sex/rape, usually in the public domain. There were also accounts of violence and sexual
assault in the context of the family when women were younger; when dating new partners,
where fetishisation can also occur; and within intimate relationships. Complexities
surrounding disclosure of trans identity when beginning an intimate relationship with
a cisgender man were associated with risk of violence.

| think because a lot of people do want to hurt us ... they feel guilty about
finding us hot, they want to have sex with us but then they also have a lot of
internalised homophobia, transphobia, a lot of cis straight dudes find trans
women hot, and then they get the gay fear when they are engaged in sex.
(Dinaz)
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Some women worked as sex workers, one of the few occupations open to them, and reported
experiencing sexual violence from clients, reflecting earlier research by Fletcher (2013).
Trans women who were sex workers were more vulnerable in contexts where sex work is
criminalised or has implemented a licensing system, such as Queensland.

Sexual coercion

The research highlighted unrealistic sexual expectations that cisgender men have of trans
women, often associated with fetishisation. As one community stakeholder explained:

“There is a huge rift between how trans bodies function and how trans women experience
pleasure and how they are depicted in pornography.” Frequently trans women described
having limited agency and being coerced into sexual acts by boyfriends. For example,
Dinaz said they® had a boyfriend who “would just always pressure me into doing things
that I didn’t really want to do ... that were painful, which I'm not really into or ... engage
in risky sex”.

Responses to sexual violence:

Self-protection, resilience and agency

In the interviews, sexual violence was found to have negative impacts on trans women
of colour, including fear, anxiety, depression, self-harm and self-blame. However, the
women adopted a range of responses and strategies for coping with the threat of sexual

violence, as well as for dealing with the consequences of sexual violence that has occurred,
demonstrating agency and resilience.

In terms of confidence, even if it's a false sense of confidence ... if I'm walking
down the street and people are staring ... or whatever sometimes, | will literally
either look at them death glare, then being like “Don’t fuck with me”.

(Sam)

Some women adopted a psychological strategy of rationalisation and normalisation of
violence as a means of defence against the psychological impact of abuse. For other trans
women, choosing to view the sexual harassment directed at them as stemming from them
passing as cisgender women meant it could serve to be gender affirming. Behavioural
responses to violence included hypervigilance in the public sphere, not going out in public,
and the avoidance of intimate relationships.

I have learnt to move around the world as a minority person and now as a woman, keeping
myself small and quiet and so on, that's the way | avoid [sexual violence] as much as possible.

(Emma)

Women also adopted a range of positive strategies to make meaning of their experiences
and to facilitate coping, further demonstrating agency and resilience. These included
naming sexual violence, seeking out the positives in their experiences, self-acceptance,

3 Participant’s preferred pronoun.
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prioritising the self, talking about sexual violence, and seeking support from health care
professionals and the police.

Trans women of colour need support to address sexual
violence in their lives

Taking agency to actively seek support from others in response to sexual violence was
important for many women. Drawing on interviews, this research found that trans
women of colour sought support from informal support networks including friends,
family members and other members of the transgender community, both face to face and
online. When support was not provided from these informal networks, women described
ongoing psychological distress and isolation.

Support from healthcare professionals can be central to resilience and survival following
sexual violence. Support in gender transitioning, through facilitation of access to hormone
therapy, reduced the risk of transphobic violence. Women described positive support
following experiences of sexual violence from GPs, clinic nurses, psychologists and
psychiatrists, LGBTIQ+ community support workers and physiotherapists. This support
served to alleviate distress and facilitate coping and resilience. Being accepted as a trans
woman was a key element to this support, with women’s chosen names being used, not
their previous “dead names”.

| really appreciated that the person who collected my blood was very
knowledgeable. | guess “woke"” [culturally competent] for lack of better word
and just knew what to do and how to reconcile the records with my current
details and so on, and didn’t make a big deal of it.

(Elizabeth)

Some of the women described negative experiences associated with seeking support from
healthcare professionals following sexual violence, with individuals and services being
described as transphobic or disrespectful to trans women of colour. As a result, many
women felt that formal support after sexual assault that was available to cisgender women
was not accessible or adequate for addressing their concerns and needs.

[l] cannot access women’s sexual assault services because I’'m transgender.
And the other straight women will be afraid that I'm a perpetrator.

(Fiona)

Negative experiences with police and the legal system were also experienced by many of
the participants in this study, who reported feelings of judgement, blame, mistrust and
a lack of acknowledgment that sexual violence had occurred. A lack of formal response
in collecting DNA or other samples after sexual assault was also reported by some of
the women in this study, which they attributed to being trans women of colour, or a sex
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worker. At the same time, experiences of violence from police were reported by some of
the participants, including physical violence and sexual harassment, revealing a strained
relationship between trans women of colour and the police.

I’d never look at a police officer and feel safe, never will.
(Amanda)

Sexual violence is an issue for all women

Experiences of sexual violence of CALD trans women are comparable with those of non-
CALD trans women and cisgender women. The comparative survey component of this
research invited women who had experienced sexual violence to describe the nature of
their experiences. With the online survey accessed by 2663 people, even after eliminating
ineligible respondents (for example, people assigned male at birth, who identified as male),
the final sample size was significant: 2295 people with a completion rate of 86 percent.
Trans women represented 7.9 percent of the sample, and were further categorised into
non-CALD (6.7% of total sample) and CALD (1.2%) groups. The smaller sample size of
CALD trans women is perhaps owing to the survey being only conducted online (rather
than orally) in English.

The overwhelming majority of respondents indicated that they had experienced sexual
harassment and over two thirds of respondents reported that they had experienced a
sexual assault since the age of 16, including trans women and cisgender women, across
sexual identities and cultural backgrounds.

Sexual harassment

The majority of women reported that they had experienced sexual harassment on multiple
occasions. CALD trans women reported more frequent sexual harassment than other
women. Strangers were the most common perpetrators of sexual harassment for all women,
with CALD trans women reporting the highest rate of sexual harassment by a stranger
compared to other groups of women. CALD trans women were also more likely to report
being harassed outside the home or in public spaces than other women.

Sexual assault

While half of the CALD trans women who responded to the survey reported having
experienced sexual assault since the age of 16, this was lower than it was in the proportion
of women who did not identify as CALD or were cisgender women. The majority of
women who reported sexual assault had experienced it more than once, however CALD
trans women were found to be twice as likely as other groups of women to report having
been sexually assaulted 10 or more times. CALD trans women were also more likely to
report having been assaulted by a stranger and more likely to report being assaulted both
outside and in the home, compared to other women.
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The majority of women across groups reported that self-support was their primary mode
of coping with sexual harassment or assault, with self-support highest in CALD trans
women. CALD trans women were more likely to report no support compared to other
groups of women. No trans women reported support from police or justice agencies.
Friends were the greatest source of support for all women.

The majority of women reported having made changes to their day to day lives as a result
of experiencing sexual harassment or sexual assault. This included being hypervigilant;
avoiding men; avoiding sex and intimacy; avoiding going out in public, particularly at
night; modifying their appearance; and learning self-defence. The majority of women
also reported negative impacts of sexual harassment and assault, including psychological
and physical consequences.

Gabriella, Selfie with bun
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Implications for policymakers

All Australians need to challenge societal attitudes that support, condone or trivialise
sexual violence against women, including trans women.

Building upon existing LGBTIQ+ health strategies across the majority of Australian states

and territories, this research makes the following recommendations:

o Conduct community-wide, multi-faceted sexual violence prevention activities to
encourage cultural change across all communities, promoting respect for gender,
sexuality and cultural diversity, with zero tolerance to sexual violence for all women.

o Challenge societal attitudes which support, condone or trivialise sexual violence
against women, including violence against trans women.

 Educate healthcare providers, legislators, police and policymakers, as well as the general
public, to increase knowledge about transgender experience and gender transitioning.

« Enhance programs of sex education within school settings to include components on
healthy relationships and sexual violence, which are inclusive of gender and sexuality
diversity.

 Train those working to prevent sexual violence against women, and those providing
support to women subjected to sexual violence, to be aware of and responsive to the
needs and experiences of gender diverse women, including trans women of colour
and those who are sexuality diverse.

+ Ensure policy and practice documents and clinical guidelines use language that is
inclusive of gender and sexuality diversity when discussing sexual violence against
women. This means being inclusive of transgender and non-binary gender identities,
as well as queer identities.

« Ensure healthcare providers, legislators, police and policymakers are knowledgeable
about the implications of the intersection of gender, sexuality, race, and other categories
of difference (such as age, social class and religion) in the experiences of sexual violence
for trans women of colour from a CALD background.

« Provide additional support for trans women of colour who have experienced sexual
violence to report incidents of sexual violence to the police, and to navigate court
processes.

+ Recognise the vulnerability and needs of trans women who are sex workers when
addressing sexual violence, including violence prevention, police response and
support for women. As a first step, fully decriminalise sex work in every Australian
state and territory.

+ Properly resource future research to include community interviewers in a range of
languages, and surveys translated into the first language of participants which are
administered orally, so that the experiences and impact of sexual violence for trans
women who do not speak English can be collected.
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Implications for practitioners
and service providers

This research project has produced a practice guide for practitioners and service providers
that can be found at www.anrows.org.au, on the project page.

Sexual violence prevention and support services

Ensure services to support women who have experienced sexual violence, and information
about services providing such support, are accessible, visible and inclusive to trans women
and those who are sexuality diverse, with attention paid to the needs of trans women of
colour from CALD backgrounds. This includes:

+ reviewing intake and other forms so that they are inclusive of gender, sexuality and race

« training staff about gender and sexuality diversity, how to use gender neutral pronouns,
and how not to misgender people, and building confidence about how to handle
misgendering someone

« reviewing broader service aims/models of care to consider whether or not the service
is or can be inclusive of trans women, and then taking steps to operationalise the
outcome of the review.

Sexual violence prevention and support programs need to engage with, and be co-designed
by, multicultural women’s services and LGBTIQ+ services as well as women leaders
from CALD and queer communities. Inner City Legal Centre (ICLC) in New South
Wales provides a working example of this model with their free, statewide, specialist
legal service for transgender people. Operating since 2018, this service is guided by an
advisory committee of trans people and transgender organisations. Service provision
includes working with interpreters when required by clients with a CALD background.
The ICLC also runs a sex worker-specific legal service conducted in partnership with the
Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP) that facilitates access to justice for transgender
sex workers.

Migrant services

Ensure that migrant services are accessible, visible and inclusive to trans women and
those who are sexuality diverse. This might include signage that indicates trans people
are welcome, reviewing forms to make them inclusive of gender and sexuality, and
providing staff with training on gender and sexuality diversity including appropriate
use of preferred pronouns.

Healthcare and general practitioners

Provide trans affirmative care, including use of correct pronouns, staff trained in cultural
safety, non-gendered bathroom facilities, and trans and gender diverse-specific literature
and health resources. Support gender transitioning and, through the facilitation of access
to hormone therapy, reduce the risk of transphobic violence.
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Key findings and future directions
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From: Section 22
Sent: Wednesday, 30 August 2023 8:33 AM
To:

Cc:

Subject: New report on abuse, vilification of trans people in Aus [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Security Classification:
OFFICIAL

Hi Team,

The Trans Justice Project and the Victorian Pride Lobby released their report on Abuse,
Harassment, Vilification and Violence against Trans People in Australia.

You can read it here: https://transjustice.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Fuelling-Hate-
Anti-Trans-Abuse-Harassment-and-Vilification-WEB-SINGLES.pdf

The report found that 1 in 2 trans participants experienced anti-trans hate, and 1in 10
experienced anti-trans violence. It also found that anti-trans hate is intensifying over time,
with 8 in 10 participants reporting an

increase in online anti-trans hate since 2020, corresponding with disinformation promoted
by politicians and media outlets. Additionally, 7 in 10 participants reported an increase in the
two months preceding the survey coinciding with the tour of anti-trans lobbyist Kellie-Jay
Keen.

a/g Senior Policy Officer - Respect@Work Implementation
Sex Discrimination team

Australian Human Rights Commission
GPO Box 5218, Gadigal Land (Sydney) NSW 2001

W www.humanrights.gov.au

Human rights: everyone, everywhere, everyday

RESPECT@WORK

respectatwork.gov.au

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land | work, the Gadigal peoples of

the Eora Nation (Commission Office) T

I - o 02y my respects to their Elders, past and present.
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From: Section 22 |

Sent: Monday, 11 September 2023 10:06 AM

To: Section 22—
Subject: Recent reports on anti-LGBTQ harassment [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: Fuelling-Hate-Anti-Trans-Abuse-Harassment-and-Vilification-WEB-

SINGLES-1-1.pdf; Understanding-Threats-and-Harassment-Targeting-Drag-Shows-
and-the-LGBTQ-Community.pdf

Security Classification:
OFFICIAL

Hi team,

Hope you've all had a good weekend! Just thought I'd circulate a few reports | was reviewing
last week.

The first one is a report by the Trans Justice Project covering the rise in Anti-Trans
experiences in Australia, it was published last month.

The second is by the Institute of Strategic Dialogue, covering the global rise in anti-LGBTIQ
threats and harassment, and the key actors, tactics and narratives involved in Aus, France,
the UK and the US. It was published in late June.

If it would be helpful, | can put together a short summary of each report too &

Warm regards,

Advisor on SOGII

Australian Human Rights Commission
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001

| ——

Human rights: everyone, everywhere, everyday

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land | work, the Gadigal peoples of
the Eora Nation (Commission Office

_ and pay my respects to their Elders, past and present.
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The Trans Justice Project and Victorian Pride Lobby would like to recognise the enduring
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lands of the Kulin Nation to whose Elders the project team pays their sincere respect.

We also wish to pay respect to Sistergirl and Brotherboy communities across this
continent. Always was, always will be, Aboriginal land.
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people, their families, friends and communities. The project team would like to thank all
participants for their expertise, time and trust.
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(they/them) (she/her) (they/them) (she/her)
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About the Report

In April 2023, Trans Justice Project and the Victorian Pride Lobby engaged researchers and advisors
to investigate the prevalence and possible escalation of transphobia in Australia. We investigated
transphobia by asking about abuse, harassment, vilification and violence, which we summarise as
anti-trans hate.

We divided the survey into questions about what people had seen and experienced online and in-
person. The survey was open to anyone aged 18 and over from any state or territory. It ran for nine
days from 17 to 25 April 2023. It was promoted on social media by project team members, community-
controlled organisations, civil society groups and community members.

The survey took 3 minutes on average and had an average completion rate of 85%. The survey
received 3099 responses, excluding 40 bad-faith responses which are omitted from the primary
analysis. This makes it the largest ever project of its kind and one of the most extensive samples
of trans Australians ever collected.

Support Services

The contents of this report may be confronting or distressing for trans people, their families and friends.
If you or someone you know is in an emergency and needs assistance now, call triple zero (000).

You can also find support through the following services:

Service Contact Operating hours
Emergency Emergency assistance 000 24 hours, 7 days a week
Beyond Blue  Depression and anxiety support 1300 22 4636 24 hours, 7 days a week
Lifeline Crisis and mental health support 131114 24 hours, 7 days a week

with suicide prevention services

Qlife Free LGBTQ peer support 1800 184 527 3pm to midnight everyday
and referral

Switchboard  Free LGBTQ peer support 1800 729 367 10am to 5pm everyday
Victoriaand  and referral
Tasmania
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Executive Summary

The Trans Justice Project and the Victorian Pride Lobby present Fuelling Hate,
the largest-ever project investigating anti-trans hate in Australia and one of the
largest samples of trans Australians ever collected. Regrettably, we found that
anti-trans hate is rampant in Australia. In the 12 months preceding the survey:

9in10 1in2

of all participants trans participants
withessed online experienced
anti-trans hate anti-trans hate

O
2 o

7%

1in10

trans participants
experienced
anti-trans violence

O O O O
[aYa e gya
O O 0 0 O
[ Ya Ya e gy

We also found that anti-trans hate is intensifying over time, with 8 in 10 participants reporting an
increase in online anti-trans hate since 2020, corresponding with disinformation promoted by
politicians and media outlets. Additionally, 7 in 10 participants reported an increase in the two
months preceding the survey coinciding with the tour of anti-trans lobbyist Kellie-Jay Keen.

Trans people experience a range of online hate,
such as deliberate misgendering, hate speech,
bullying, doxing, stalking, threats of violence
and sexual assault, death threats, incitement

to commit suicide and incitement to genocide.
They also experience a variety of in-person
hate, including workplace bullying, street-based
harassment, harassment relating to using

bathrooms, stalking, physical and death threats.

Additionally, 1in 10 trans people
experienced anti-trans violence,
including physical and sexual
assault, which likely represents
several thousand anti-trans
hate crimes in the last 12
months. We hope these grave
findings can help inform efforts
to promote the safety and well-
being of trans people across
Australia.



Key Findings

1

Anti-trans hate is widespread,
both online and in-person

We found that in the last 12 months:

&’5 94% of all participants

saw online anti-trans abuse,
harassment or vilification

&’5 52% of all participants

saw anti-trans abuse, harassment
or vilification in-person

(D 49% of trans participants

experienced online anti-trans abuse,
harassment or vilification

@ 47% of trans participants

experienced in-person anti-trans
abuse, harassment or vilification

2 v

Anti-trans hate is escalating,
both online and in-person

We also found that compared to 2020:

1
O] 85% of all participants
saw significantly more online
anti-trans abuse, harassment
or vilification

&ID' 39% of all participants

saw more or significantly more
in-person anti-trans abuse,
harassment or vilification

@ 40% of trans participants

experienced more or significantly
more online anti-trans abuse,
harassment or vilification

@ 34% of trans participants

said they had experienced more
or significantly more in-person
anti-trans abuse, harassment or
vilification




Key Findings

3N

Hate toward trans people
spiked during the period
coinciding with the national
tour of anti-trans lobbyist
Kellie-Jay Keen

We further found that in the two
months preceding the survey:

é':)' 68% of all participants

saw more or significantly
more online anti-trans abuse,
harassment or vilification

é’j 30% of all participants

saw more or significantly more
in-person anti-trans abuse,
harassment or vilification

(D 31% of trans participants

experienced more or significantly
more online anti-trans abuse,
harassment or vilification

@ 23% of trans participants

experienced more or significantly
more anti-trans in-person abuse,
harassment or vilification

Fuelling Hate: Anti-Trans Abuse, Harassment and Vilification
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Anti-trans violence
is prevalent

Finally, regarding
violence we found that:

s, o

& 19% of trans participants
experienced anti-trans violence
in the last 12 months

1
& 13% of trans participants
experienced more or significantly
more anti-trans violence in the
last 12 months

@ ll% of trans participants
experienced more or significantly
more anti-trans violence in the
two months preceding the survey




Background

The current wave of anti-trans hate in Australia was preceded by several key
events, such as the moral panic around Safe Schools, the marriage equality
postal survey and targeted disinformation campaigns from media outlets
and anti-trans lobbyists.

Safe Schools

The Marriage Equality Postal Survey
Anti-Trans Disinformation
Anti-trans Lobbying and Politics
The International Context

Moral Panic, Social Licence and Disinformation

K Trans

justice L. >
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Safe Schools

Safe Schools was a bi-partisan anti-bullying program that aimed to create supportive school
environments for LGBTQ young people by providing training to teachers. In 2015, the Australian
Christian Lobby (ACL),' launched a campaign accusing the program of ‘turning kids gay’ and
‘sexudalising children’? resulting in targeted harassment of researchers.?

In 2016, Family First senator Bob Day referred to the scheme as a ‘gay lifestyle promotion program’
and called on the government to withdraw funding.* At the same time, then Liberal senator Cori
Bernardi launched a petition to cut the program’s funding. He erroneously linked Safe Schools to
‘bondage clubs and sex toys’ and claimed it ‘indoctrinated kids’.®

Nationals MP George Christensen, another vocal critic, inflammatorily compared the program to
‘child grooming’.” Bowing to pressure, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull ordered an investigation into
Safe Schools.® The Louden review suggested minor changes but supported the program’s content,
calling it ‘suitable, robust, age-appropriate, [and] educationally sound’.?

The program was defunded in 2016 and replaced by other programs in some states. In 2017, several
cis celebrities published a letter calling for a new version of Safe Schools without the ‘controversy’,”®
widely criticised for pandering to conservatives and its lack of trans inclusion."

1 Global Project Against Hate and Extremism, ‘Australian Christian Lobby (ACL)’ <https://globalextremism.org/australia/#acl>

2 See ‘Australian Christian Lobby slams Safe Schools anti-bullying program’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 2015 <https:/ /www.smh.com.au/
national/nsw/australian-christian-lobby-slams-safe-schools-antibullying-program-20151104-gkg6gr.html>. There is no evidence whatsoever for
the proposition that inclusive education or anti-bullying programs ‘turn kids gay’, see ‘Safe Schools Coalition: what is the Christian Right afraid of?’,
The Conversation, 2016 <https://theconversotion‘com/sofe—schooIs—cooIition—what—is—the—christion—right—dfroid—of—55296>.

3 'Safe Schools LGBTI program researchers ‘receiving abusive emails’ after Christian lobby campaign’, The Guardian, 2016 <https://www.
theguqrdion.com/oustroIio—news/2016/feb/24/sofe—schools—Igbti—progrom—reseqrchers—receiving—obusive—emqiIs—ofter—christion—Iobby—
campaign>

4 “Give the parents a say on sex program’: Senator Bob Day’, The Australian, 2016 <https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/education/give-the-
parents-a-say-on-sex-program-senator-bob-day/news-story/3772a70f5645fe7a702ea6530743fce2>

5 ‘Cory Bernardi email reportedly links Safe Schools to ‘bondage clubs and adult sex toys”, The Guardian, 2016 <https://www.theguardian.com/
australia-news/2016/mar/22/cory-bernardi-email-reportedly-links-safe-schools-to-bondage-clubs-and-adult-sex-toys>

6 ‘Turnbull orders review of Safe Schools LGBTI program after pressure from Cory Bernardi’, The Guardian, 2016<https://www,theguardion.com/
australia-news/2016/feb/23/turnbull-orders-review-safe-schools-Igbti-program-after-pressure-from-cory-bernardi>

7 ‘Safe Schools is like child grooming, says Nationals MP George Christensen’, The Guardian, 2016 <https://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2016/feb/25/safe-schools-is-like-child-grooming-says-nationals-mp-george-christensen>

8 ‘Safe Schools: Malcolm Turnbull requests investigation into program helping LGBTI students’, ABC News, 2016 <https://www.abc.net.au/
news/2016-02-23/turnbull-requests-investigation-into-safe-schools-program/7192374>

9 ‘The reality of Safe Schools’, The Guardian, 2016 <https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/dec/14/safe-schools-roz-ward-life-
saving-support-queer-theory-classroom>

10 ‘Celebrities lobby Malcolm Turnbull for Safe Schools 2.0 - without the ideology’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 2017 <https://www.smh.com.au/
politics/federal/celebrities-lobby-malcolm-turnbull-for-safe-schools-20--without-the-ideology-20170501-gvw6nw.html>

11 ‘Sorry Celebs, LGBTIQ Australians Deserve A Lot More Than “Tolerance™, Junkee, 2017 <https://junkee.com/lgbtiq—toleronce—sofe—schools/lO4lO4>



The Marriage Equality Postal Survey

The moral panic around Safe Schools coincided temporally and thematically with the 2017 marriage
equality postal survey. The postal survey was a national, non-compulsory survey proposed by the
sitting Coalition government as a compromise between different elements within the party.

The first ‘No’ campaign television advert featured a woman who had previously lobbied against
Safe Schools. She claimed that her son’s school told him that ‘he could wear a dress’ and that such
measures would become ‘widespread and compulsory”.? The school debunked the claim, saying
‘it never happened'.®

Indeed, the ‘No’ campaign explicitly tied marriage equality to fears about ‘radical gay sex education’
[sic] in schools.* One anonymous pamphlet claimed that marriage equality would lead to trans
people raping women in bathrooms.”® Nazi groups actively campaigned,' circulating posters that
linked marriage equality to paedophilia” and child abuse.’®

Unsurprisingly, the public legitimation of homophobic and transphobic views took a tremendous
toll on LGBTQ people. Social media accounts were targeted with homophobic slurs'® amid a spate
of homophobic vandalism and attacks.? Verbal and physical hate crimes doubled after the
announcement of the survey.?

Out of fear of tying the ‘Yes’ campaign to the moral panic surrounding Safe School, many ‘Yes’
campaign organisations, made a strategic decision to avoid these topics altogether.?? While the
strategy succeeded, many trans people criticised how this strategy prioritised the ability of cis
people to marry over trans people and their rights.

12 ‘Anti same-sex marriage campaign airs: ‘School told my son he could wear a dress”, News.com, 2017<https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/
relationships/marriage/anti-same-sex-marriage-campaign-airs-school-told-my-son-he-could-wear-a-dress/news-story/535dcae290582136¢
b2445f3869ff820>

13 “It never happened; Principal denies mum's TV claim that son could wear a dress’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 2017 <https://www.smh.com.au/
politics/federal/it-never-happened-principal-denies-mums-tv-claim-that-son-could-wear-dress-20170830-gy6ygk.html>

14 'Australia Same-Sex Marriage Vote Spawns Toxic Debate’, NBC News, 2017 <https://www.nbcnews‘com/feoture/nbc—out/oustralio—some—sex—
marriage-vote-spawns-toxic-debate-n819666>

15 ‘Homophobic anti-marriage equality material surfaces in postal survey campaign’, The Guardian, 2017<https://www.theguardian.com/
australia-news/2017/aug/21/homophobic-anti-marriage-equality-material-surfaces-in-postal-survey-campaign>

16 ‘Labor calls on PM to condemn neo-Nazi hate campaign in same-sex marriage debate’, SBS News, 2017 <https://www.sbs.com.ou/news/orticle/
labor-calls-on-pm-to-condemn-neo-nazi-hate-campaign-in-same-sex-marriage-debate/Ipdcqp88m>

17 ‘Antipodean Resistance Neo-Nazi group trying to sway Australia’s same-sex marriage postal vote’, ABC News, 2017 <https://www.abc.net.au/
news/2017-09-05/neo-nazi-group-antipodean-resistance/8852682>

18 ‘Neo-Nazis Are On The Frontline Of The Campaign Against Marriage Equality’, Junkee, 2017 <https://junkee.com/australian-neo-nazis-frontline-
campaign-marriage-equality/119299>

19 ‘Same-sex marriage survey: Facebook accounts targeted with homophobic slurs’, The Guardian, 2017 <https://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2017/sep/16/50me—sex—morrioge—survey—facebook—accounts—torgeted—with—homophobic—slurs>

20 'Rocks thrown through windows amid spate of homophobic attacks’, The Guardian, 2017 <https://www.theguordian.com/dustrdIict—news/2017/
sep/26/rocks-thrown-through-windows-amid-spate-of-homophobic-attacks>

21 ‘Marriage equality survey marred by doubling in reported assaults’, The Guardian, 2017 <https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/
dec/05/marriage-equality-survey-marred-by-doubling-in-reported-assaults>

22 ‘Marriage equality: yes, it's about gender’, Overland, 2017 <https://overland.org.au/2017/09/marriage-equality-yes-its-about-gender/>

23 “Is it really a win for queer rights if we exclude our most vulnerable to achieve it?, The Guardian, 2017 <https://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2017/sep/06/is-it-really-a-win-for-queer-rights-if-we-exclude-our-most-vulnerable-to-achieve-it>



Anti-Trans Disinformation

Later, in 2019, The Australian launched a column dedicated to ‘gender issues’. Early articles baselessly
accused trans people of ‘corrupting’ and even ‘castrating children. The Australian published 68 articles
regarding transgender people between June and August 2019 of which 98% were negative.?

The Australian repeatedly platformed the idea that trans people use their identity to gain access to
women-only spaces to assault women, a transphobic myth for which there is no evidence. The outlet
also argued that trans women have an unfair advantage in sports, which is also unsupported by
evidence.”®

The paper further promoted the so-called ‘social contagion theory’, a fringe conspiracy theory that
trans people manipulate or trick people into ‘becoming trans'. Articles warned of a ‘surge’ of young
people seeking treatment due to ‘pro-trans social media’, ‘online trends’ and ‘being coached'.

In response, the Australian Psychological Association released a statement refuting social contagion
theory and supporting gender-affirming healthcare.?® Many of the above stories were subject to a
Press Council complaint relating to 45 articles over ten months.?” The Press Council ruled that The
Australian’s coverage was unfair and caused substantial distress.?®

In 2021, researchers analysed 1319 articles about trans people from the top 10 most widely read outlets
and found similarly that media coverage was overwhelmingly negative.?® They discovered that much

of the same anti-trans rhetoric that first appeared in The Australian had found purchase in The Herald
Sun, The Daily Telegraph, The Age and The Sydney Morning Herald.

24 'Here’s Proof That Trans People Are The New Target Of ‘The Australian’s War On Queer People’, Junkee, 2019 <https://junkee.com/the—oustrolicn—
trans-coverage/235282>

25 “Elite sport is becoming a platform to target the trans community’, The Conversation, 2019 <https://theconversation.com/elite-sport-is-
becoming-a-platform-to-target-the-trans-community-113347>

26 'APS Refutes ‘Social Contagion’ Arguments’, Australian Psychological Association, 2019 <https://psychology.org.au/about-us/news-and-media/
media-releases/2019/aps-refutes-social-contagion-arguments>

27 “Substantial distress”: Press watchdog rebukes The Australian for reporting on gender issues’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 2020 < https://www.
smh.com.au/business/companies/substantial-distress-press-watchdog-rebukes-the-australian-for-reporting-on-gender-issues-20210903-
p580i7.html>

28 Adjudication 1799, Australian Press Council, 2021 <https://presscouncil.org.au/document/1799-complainant-8>

29 ‘Transgender people in the Australian press: “Bombarded by outright harassment”, Sydney Corpus Lab, 2021 < https://sydneycorpuslab.com/
transgender-people-in-the-australian-press-bombarded-by-outright-harassment/>



Anti-trans Lobbying and Politics

More recently, high-profile anti-trans lobbyist Kellie-Jay Keen (who also goes by Posie Parker)
completed a national speaking tour, holding anti-trans rallies in several capital cities. Among other
things, Keen claims that trans women are sexual predators and describes being trans as a ‘fetish’.3°

Keen’s tour was protested by hundreds of pro-trans community members in Adelaide, Brisbane,
Canberra, Hobart, Perth and Sydney. The anti-trans rally in Melbourne coincided with a demonstration
by Nazis who held up a banner calling trans people ‘paedo freaks’ and performed the Nazi salutes
while Keen spoke to the crowd.™

Independent researchers reported that Keen’s tour in New Zealand sparked a ‘massive increase’
in online anti-trans hate, with one researcher describing it as ‘genocidal’3? In Australia, there were
anecdotal reports of an ‘uptick’ in anti-trans abuse around the time of Keen's tour, with journalists
covering anti-trans issues facing an ‘avalanche’ of online abuse.®

Her tour was supported and partially financed by the Conservative Political Action Conference
(CPAC).2* Additionally, it was promoted and attended by a number of prominent anti-trans figures
such as Katherine Deves, who gained prominence through the 2022 Federal Election.®

Shortly after her pre-selection as the candidate for Warringah, an online archive of her Twitter account
was released to the media displaying several tweets degrading trans people and spreading anti-trans
rhetoric.*® She also claimed to have played a key role in developing trans-exclusionary legislation.?

Although she did not gain the support of her electorate, anti-trans rhetoric became a cornerstone of
the election media landscape with a number of articles dedicated to repeating and exploring anti-
trans rhetoric.®

30 ‘Kellie-Jay Keen's anti-trans rights campaign has become a headache for the Liberal Party. But the issue runs deeper than one MP’, ABC News,
2023 <https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-03-26/kellie-jay-Keenanti-trans-rights-liberal-party-debate/102142130>

31 ‘Nazi salutes performed on steps of Victorian parliament as protesters clash over trans rights’, SBS News, 2023 <https://www.sbs.com.ou/news/
article/nazi-salutes-performed-on-steps-of-victorian-parliament-as-protesters-clash-over-transgender-rights/yr7gzkevn>

32 ‘Spike in online hate toward trans community after Posie Parker visit - researchers’, RNZ, 2023 <https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/487306/
spike-in-online-hate-toward-trans-community-after-posie-parker-visit-researchers>

33 ‘Newsrooms grapple with online safety as journalists face influx of anti-trans abuse’, Crikey, 2023 <https:/ /www.crikey.com.au/2023/06/01/anti-
trans-abuse-journalists-threats/>

34 ‘Confusion over who paid for Kellie-Jay Keen's tour of Australia’, OutinPerth, 2023 <https://www.outinperth.com/confusion-over-who-paid-for-
kellie-jay-keens-tour-of-australia/>

35 ‘Trent Zimmerman joins Liberals calling for Scott Morrison to dump Katherine Deves over trans comments’, The Guardian, 2022 <https://www.
thegucxrdiqn.com/oustroIio—news/2022/qpr/18/trent—zimmermon—joins—IiberoIs—ccIIing—for—scott—morrison—to—dump—kotherine—deves—over—
trans-comments>

36 ‘PM's ‘captain’s pick’ for Warringah Katherine Deves wipes social media accounts after transgender comments’, News.com, 2022 <https://www.
news.com.au/national/federal-election/pms-captains-pick-for-warringah-katherine-deves-wipes-social-media-accounts-after-transgender-
comments/news-story/elb4lb73c646a5494eeee64928bbasf3>

37 ‘Katherine Deves claims key role in controversial bill to ban trans women from women’s sport, The Guardian, 2022 <https://www.theguardian.
com/australia-news/2022/apr/19/katherine-deves-claims-key-role-in-controversial-bill-to-ban-trans-women-from-womens-sport>

38 See 'NSW Liberal candidate described campaign supporting LGBT youth as ‘grooming tactic’ used by ‘gender extremists”, The Guardian, 2022
<https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/apr/14/nsw-liberal-candidate-described-campaign-supporting-Igbt-youth-as-grooming-
tactic-used-by-gender-extremists>



The International Context

The situation in Australia is emerging against a backdrop of escalating anti-trans and anti-LGBTQIA+
attacks globally. In the US, 566 anti-trans Bills have been introduced across 49 states aiming to restrict
trans people’s access to education, bathrooms, healthcare, legal protections and sports.3®

This has coincided with bills banning drag shows*® and the introduction of ‘Don’t Say Gay’ Bills*
restricting the freedom of LGBTQIA+ educators and students in many states. The US Supreme Court
also recently repealed anti-discrimination protections for LGBTQIA+ people across the country.*?

In the UK, there has been a coordinated attack on key institutions and organisations that support the
trans community such as the youth suicide prevention service Mermaids.** Worryingly, anti-trans hate
crimes recorded by police rose by 81% in 2019 against this backdrop of anti-trans campaigns.*#

Furthermore, when Scotland moved to make it easier for trans people to change their legally
recognised sex, the UK government vetoed the law using its veto powers over the Scottish government
for the first time.** Regrettably, many elements of the above anti-trans moral panic is now spilling over
into Australia.

In the months since Kellie-Jay Keen's tour there has been an escalation of attacks on LGBTQIA+ events,
such as drag story time. In February, there was a bomb threat against a Sydney library holding a drag
story time event*® and by may at least 9 Victorian councils had called off similar events due to threats
of violence*” from the far right.*®

39 2023 anti-trans bills tracker, Trans Legislation Tracker, 2023 <https://translegislation.com/>

40 ‘Tennessee Passed the Nation’s First Law Limiting Drag Shows. Here's the Status of Anti-Drag Bills Across the U.S., Time Magazine, 2023 <https://
time.com/6260421/tennessee-limiting-drag-shows-status-of-anti-drag-bills-u-s/>

41 ‘Not just Florida. More than a dozen states propose so-called ‘Don’t Say Gay’ bills’, NPR, 2022 <https://www.npr.org/2022/04/10/1091543359/15-
states-dont-say-gay-anti-transgender-bills>

42 'US Supreme Court deals blow to LGBT rights in web designer case’, Reuters, 2023 <https://www.reuters.com/legal/us-supreme-court-rule-web-
designer-with-anti-gay-marriage-stance-2023-06-30/>

43 'Former Mermaids CEO Susie Green blasts UK media for transphobic rhetoric: ‘They don't care”, PinkNews, 2023 <https://www.thepinknews.
com/2023/08/02/susie-green-mermaids-ipso-complaint/>

44 ‘Transgender hate crimes recorded by police go up 81%’, BBC News, <https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-48756370>

45 ‘For the first time, the UK has used Section 35 to veto a Scottish law. Here’s what that means’, ABC News, 2023, <https://www4obc.net.ou/
news/2023-01-17/scotland-gender-bill-veto-section-35-explained /101861666 >

46 “Love is love’: Drag queen storytime at Sydney library goes ahead amid bomb threat, protests’, SBS News, <https://www.sbs.com.au/news/
article/crowds-chanting-love-is-love-meet-protesters-against-drag-storytime-amid-bomb-threat-at-sydney-library/fewo560lf>

47 ‘Councils call off drag storytime and LGBTQ+ events in Victoria after far-right threats’, The Guardian, 2023 <https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2023/may/13/councils-call-off-drag-storytime-and-lgbtg-events-in-victoria-after-far-right-threats>

48 "Victorian councils to hold emergency meeting on far-right targeting of drag queen storytime events’, The Guardian, 2023 <https://www.
theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/may/16/drag-queen-storytime-far-right-victoria-councils-emergency-meeting-lgbtg-events>



Moral Panic, Social Licence and Disinformation

These events provide the necessary theoretical and practical background for this research project.
The moral panic around the Safe Schools program introduced anti-trans and far-right talking
points into political and media discourse, many of which were recycled during the marriage
equality postal survey.

The decisions to pursue a trans-exclusive Safe Schools and to ignore anti-trans talking points
effectively ceded space to anti-trans lobbyists. Though the postal survey was ultimately successful,
the ‘No’ campaign successfully wedged the ‘Yes’ campaign, positioning trans people as acceptable
targets for abuse, harassment, vilification and violence.

Media outlets capitalised on this development, concentrating these themes into a series of anti-
trans narratives revolving around children’s safety, women’s safety, and fairness in sport which
eventually became mainstream. In turn, Nazis and other anti-trans extremists exploited this hostile
environment to recruit new members*® and spread anti-trans hate®°.

With this timeline in mind, the project team hypothesised that it should be possible to observe an
increase in transphobia over the last few years and an additional spike in the months leading up
to the survey. Researchers designed a survey tool to test these hypotheses and collect more detail
regarding the nature, scope and prevalence of anti-trans hate.

49 ‘What's behind the ‘terrifying’ backlash against Australia’s queer community?’, The Guardian, 2023 <https:/ /www.theguardian.com/
0ustroIio—news/2023/mor/25/vvhots—behind—the—terrifying—bclcklosh—ogoinst—oustroIios—queer—community>

50 ‘Experts warn that anti-trans rhetoric is fuelling a major right-wing extremist threat’, American Independent, 2021 <https://
americanindependent.com/transphobic-rhetoric-right-wing-extremism-threat-Igbtg-laws/>
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Demographics

3099 total participants

Age
Number of participants by Age

<18

18-24

25-34

684 35-44

45-54

55-64

E 65 >

Gender

All participants

65%

cis women

55% 42%
cis Trans

3%
lllegible

for the purposes
of the surveys
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Location

Participants by State

VIC

44%

Cis participants

35%
cis men

NSW QLD WA SA

26% N% 7% 6% 4% 2% 1%

ACT TAS NT

Trans participants

50% (657 ) Non-binary

29% (372) Trans women

15% (191) Trans men

3% (38) Genderqueer

1.5% (20) Genderfluid

1% (16) Agender

1% (9) sistergirls

0.5% (6) Brotherboys
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Online Anti-Trans Hate

& Seen in the last year:

95% Yes
©4% No
1% Unsure

& Seen compared to 2020:

85% More or significantly more
® 4% About the same
® 1% Less or significantly less

3% Unsure

& Seen in the two months
prior to the survey:

68% More or significantly more
©16% About the same
® 1% Less or significantly less

7% Unsure

R 9
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In-Person Anti-Trans Hate

& Seen in the last year:

52% Seen
©33% Not Seen
7% Unsure

& Seen compared to 2020:

40% More or significantly more
© 8% About the same
o 1%Less

3% Unsure

& Seen in the two months
prior to the survey:

30% More or significantly more
©15% About the same
o 1%Less

5% Unsure

%

Anti-Trans Violence

& Seen in the last year:

30% Yes
©49% No
7% Unsure

& Seen compared to 2020:

-

26% More or significantly more
© 2% About the same
1% Seen Less

1% Unsure

& Seen in the two months
prior to the survey:

21% More or significantly more
© 9% About the same
e 1% Seenless

2% Unsure



Trans People’s Experiences

E
Online Anti-Trans Hate
Of 1309 trans participants

In the last 12 months

49.2%

644 trans people

had experienced

online anti-trans abuse,
harassment or vilification

A%
537 trans people
had not

8.2%

108 trans people
were unsure

Compared to 2020

40%

524 trans people
experienced more

or significantly more
online anti-trans hate

5.4%

71trans people
experienced around
the same amount

0.8%

10 trans people
reported experiencing less

1.6%

20 trans people
were unsure
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Two months preceding the
survey compared to the
start of the year

31.2%

408 trans people
experienced more or
significantly more
online anti-trans hate

13.9%

182 trans people
experienced around
the same level

1.2%

15 trans people
experienced less

1.6%

21 trans people
were unsure

Open-text responses suggest that anti-trans hate is concentrated in online spaces such as social
media platforms, comment sections (especially on news websites) and dating apps. Perpetrators
were sometimes well-known anti-trans figures but were often anonymous.

Trans people described a wide variety

of online anti-trans hate, such as:

Microagressions (i.e. ‘casual’ transphobia)

Deliberate misgendering

Insults, ridicule, humiliation, intimidation and trolling

Defamation and hate speech (including slurs)

Pile-ons, doxing and stalking

Threats of violence and sexual assault

Death threats

Incitement to commit suicide

Incitement to commit genocide

Accounts, therefore, range from
microaggressions to extreme
violence. Threats tended to be
graphic and severe, with some trans
participants detailing threats of knife
and gun violence.

The frequency of threats was
also notable, with one trans
woman explaining that she
had ‘given up counting death
threats because what is the
point?’.
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In-person Anti-Trans Hate

In the last 12 months

47.9%

627 trans people

of trans participants reported
experiencing anti-trans
abuse, harassment or
vilification in-person

36.3%

475 trans people
said none

8.2%

107 trans people
were unsure

Compared to 2020
34.2%

448 trans people

said they had experienced
more or significantly more
anti-trans in-person hate

9%
119 trans people

reported around the same
level of anti-trans hate

1.37%

18 trans people
reported less
or significantly less

2.14%

28 trans people
were unsure

Two months preceding the
survey compared to the
start of the year

23.6%

309 trans people
reported more or
significantly more
anti-trans hate in-person

18.7%

245 trans people
reported around
the same level

1.8%

23 trans people
reported experiencing less

2.9%

38 trans people
were unsure

Trans people reported in-person anti-trans hate in various settings, including in the home, workplace,
and street. Anti-trans hate in the home and workplace tended to be perpetrated by people known to
the victim and involved more personalised abuse, such as deliberate deadnaming.

Street-based abuse and harassment tended to be perpetrated by individuals unknown to the victim.
These involved one perpetrator or several, with many participants describing being harassed, chased
or assaulted by groups of men, typically at night and when the victim was alone.

Trans people described a range of in-person hate, such as:

Microaggressions
(e.g. dirty looks’,
stares, pointing)

Harassment in private
venues (especially
relating to bathrooms)

Non-consensual picture taking

Stalking

Deliberate misgendering
and deadnaming

Workplace bullying

Harassment in public

Physical assault
(e.g. spitting, grabbing,
punching)

Sexual assault (e.g. rape)

Death threats

As with online anti-trans hate these
range from microaggressions to
extreme violence.

Workplace bullying
involved social exclusion,
inappropriate touching, and
vexatious complaints, while
public harassment involved
verbal assault in the street
or on public transport,
typically involving slurs.
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Anti-trans Violence

In the last 12 months

16%

209 trans people

of trans participants
had experienced
anti-trans violence

66.5%

870 trans people
had not

5.7%

74 trans people
were unsure
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Compared to 2020 Two months preceding the
survey compared to the
13.3% start of the year
174 t I
rans peopie 11.4%

reported experiencing

more or significantly 149 trans peopl.e )
more anti-trans violence reported experiencing
more or significantly
1.6% more anti-trans violence
2] trans people Py
said they had experienced 3.3%
around the same amount 43 trans people
reported around
0.2% the same amount
3 trans people
peop 0.4%
reported less or
significantly less S trans people
experienced less
0.6% or significantly less
8 trans people
. 0.7%

were unsure
9 trans people

were unsure

Trans people said many different kinds Trans participants described physical assaults often

of anti-trans violence, including:

Spitting

involving spitting, grabbing, and punching. Several of
these may have amounted to grievous bodily harm.

Non-consensual touching

For example, one trans woman recounted an instance
of an attacker beating her over the back of the head

Grabbing, shoving, punching and kicking with a tree branch and breaking several ribs.

Being chased or assaulted by groups of men

Assault with objects

(e.g. bottles, chairs, lit cigarettes)

A few participants described situations
that may have amounted to attempted

Assault with weapons (e.g. knives) murder. For instance, one trans woman

Sexual assault (e.g. rape)

recounted how an assailant repeatedly

tried to run her down with their car.
Additionally, many trans people explicitly
discussed violence perpetrated by police
at length.
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Bad-faith Responses

Demographics

A small minority of responses used anti-trans
rhetoric, slurs, hate speech or otherwise voiced
hostility toward trans people. Researchers
identified 40 such bad-faith responses and
excluded these from the primary analysis.
However, these responses illuminate the
perspectives of those who engage in anti-trans
abuse, harassment, vilification and violence.

Of these 40 responses, the demographics of

four were illegible for the purposes of the survey.
Fifteen per cent (6) were aged 18-24, 10% (4) were
25-34,27.50% (11) were 35-44, 30% (12) were 45-
54, 5% (2) were 55-64 and 2.50% (1) was 65 and
over. Fifty per cent (20) were cis women and 40%
(16) were cis men.

Regarding state or territory of residence, 42.50%
(17) lived in Victoria, 10% (4) lived in New South
Wales, 10% (4) lived in Queensland, 7.50% (3) lived
in the Australian Capital Territory, 5% (2) lived

in South Australia, 2.50% (1) lived in the Northern
Territory, and 2.50% (1) lived in Western Australia.

Interestingly, bad-faith participants
submitted 80% (32) of their responses
on just three of the nine days the
survey was open and often only a few
minutes apart. This concentration of
responses suggests that the study
was circulated among anti-trans
networks on social mediaq, either
publicly or privately.

Notably, these respondents tended to skip most
questions on the survey, answering only the
open-text questions with comments ranging
from a few sentences to lengthy essays. Several
included links to identical anti-trans resources,

further indicating a calculated approach to
taking the survey.

Anti-trans perspectives

The content of these responses varied
significantly but typically involved some level

of disinformation. Interestingly, many revolved
around or noted the anti-trans rally that
coincided with a Nazi demonstration on the steps
of the Victorian Parliament on 18 March 2023, with
a handful of respondents identifying themselves
as attendees.

For instance, one man aged 18-24 identified
himself as a National Socialist Network (NSN)
member who attended the Nazi rally. In his
comments, he claimed to have engaged in
physical anti-trans violence and repeatedly
denigrated trans people as paedophiles.

This was a common theme among the bad-faith
responses, with several asserting that LGBTQ
organisations and people are ‘grooming’ or
‘sexualising’ children or otherwise using them

to ‘push agendas’. These comments emulate
homophobic and transphobic tropes promoted
by politicians and the media about Safe Schools
and during the marriage equality postal survey.

Several submissions were further preoccupied
with the idea of children undergoing surgical
transition. In this context, it is essential to note
that gender-affirming surgeries are generally
unavailable to people under the age of 18. Indeed,
these responses displayed a poor understanding
of the science and laws around trans healthcare
in general.

Many of these respondents appeared to take
pleasure in engaging in anti-trans hate. When
asked about relevant experiences, one man aged
18-24 said, 'l cause the hate most of the time".
Another man from the same age bracket stated,
‘I'm always trying to up my levels of anti-trans
hatred and further spread anti-trans sentiment’.

These comments ranged from mild to severe,
with one middle-aged man writing, ‘I spit on and
laugh at those wankers [sic] every day'. The self-
identified Nazi further stated that he regularly
incites trans people to commit suicide, explaining
that doing so ‘feels awesome’.
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Bad-faith Responses

Anti-trans rhetoric and DARVO

Many of these responses engaged in

DARVO (deny, attack, and reverse victim and offender),

a common strategy used by abusers when
someone exposes their abuse. These submissions
tended to frame trans people as perpetrators
and cis people, typically cis women, as victims of
abuse and violence.

Many bad-faith respondents comprehensively
denied the existence of transphobia in any form.
For example, one middle-aged man claimed
that all instances of anti-trans hate are ‘'made
up’. Similarly, a middle-aged woman stated that
there is ‘[no] vilification or hatred directed at
trans people’.

Further, many of these participants
took the survey as an opportunity

to attack trans people. One middle-
aged woman stated that ‘trans
ideology [sic] is an awful abusive

cult’ and compared gender-

affirming healthcare to Nazi human
experimentation. In another example,
another man referred to trans people
as a ‘death cult'.

Reversing the victim and offender was a common
tactic. One older cis man stated that hate ‘mostly
comes from trans people and their allies against
women'. Another respondent skipped nearly
every question to write, ‘I have seen violence by
trans activists’ and nothing else. Indeed, several

responses framed trans people as inherently
‘anti-women’.

Among bad-faith respondents, this
approach was popular with middle-
aged to older cis women who often
framed repercussions for engaging
in anti-trans hate as ‘attacks’.

For example, respondents freely
described deliberate misgendering
and attending anti-trans rallies but
understood these as ‘merely stating
an opinion'.

These respondents described ‘receiving hate’,
being ‘yelled at’ and ‘pushed and jostled’ while
attending anti-trans events. Several cis women
described feeling ‘afraid’ or ‘terrified’ by the
presence of pro-trans rallygoers protesting the

18 March Nazi rally, though none reported any
anxieties regarding the Nazi attendees.
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Results

We found compelling evidence that anti-trans abuse, harassment, vilification and violence are
rampant in Australian society and intensifying over time. Nearly all respondents had seen anti-
trans hate online and more than half had seen it in-person. Additionally, most reported a recent

escalation of transphobia.

Virtually all participants saw anti-trans hate online in the last year, with a majority reporting an
intensification since 2020 and in the prior two months.

Similarly, over half saw anti-trans hate in-person in the previous year, with around a third reporting
arecent increase. Around a third of the sample witnessed anti-trans violence in the prior two
months, with roughly a quarter reporting an increase in the last few months to years.

Summary of Results:
All Respondents

X

Online hate

In the last year
s1ls

® 9in10

saw anti-trans hate online

Q9

\e7

In-person hate

In the last year
sl

® 1in2

saw anti-trans hate in-person

B

Violence

In the last year
sl

®© 1in3

saw anti-trans violence

Since 2020

|~ 8in10

reported an increase in
anti-trans hate online

Since 2020

|2 1in3
reported an increase in anti-
trans hate in-person

Since 2020

|~ 1ina

reported an increase
in anti-trans violence

In the prior two months

I 7in10
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate online

In the prior two months

|~ 1in3
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate in-person

In the prior two months

|~ 1in5
reported an increase
in anti-trans violence
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Results

Similarly, around half of trans respondents experienced online anti-trans hate in the last year,
with around a third reporting an escalation since 2020 and over the prior two months.

Nearly half experienced anti-trans hate in-person, with a third reporting an increase since 2020
and a quarter reporting one in the previous two months. Unfortunately, 1in 10 trans participants
experienced anti-trans violence in the last year, with a similar amount reporting an escalation

since 2020 and in the prior two months.

Summary of Results:

Trans Respondents

27

Online hate

In the last year

@ 1in2
experienced
anti-trans hate online

093

\e7

In-person hate

In the last year

@1 in2

experienced anti-trans
hate in-person

%

Violence

In the last year

M1in10

experienced
anti-trans violence

Since 2020

| 1in3
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate online

Since 2020

|2 1in3
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate in-person

Since 2020

|~ 1in10

reported an increase
in anti-trans violence

In the prior two months

|2 1in3
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate online

In the prior two months

2 1ina
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate in-person

In the prior two months

|~ 1in10
reported an increase
in anti-trans violence
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Results

These findings paint

a grim picture of

the prevalence and
escalation of anti-trans
hate in Australia. It is
clear that transphobia
wields a broad social
licence and that it
remains a common
experience for many
trans people. The results
further suggest that
anti-trans hate has
intensified over the last
few years and even
more so in 2023.

With 9 in 10 participants witnessing anti-trans hate online and 1in 2
trans respondents experiencing it in the last year, it is evident that
transphobia is routine in online spaces. This may be attributable

to factors such as poor content moderation on social media
platforms, anti-trans incitement in online media, and bad-faith
actors spreading disinformation.

Of course, while anti-trans hate is most visible in online spaces,
mainly social media and digital news media, a comparable
number of trans people experienced abuse, harassment or
vilification offline. This speaks to the relationship between online
anti-trans hate and its real-world consequences.

Indeed, 1in 2 of all respondents saw (and the same number of trans
participants experienced) anti-trans hate in-person in the last 12
months before the survey. This demonstrates that anti-trans abuse,
harassment and vilification are not confined to online spaces

but are widespread in daily life. Contributing factors may include
inadequate anti-vilification legislation, among much else.

Unfortunately, these real-world experiences of anti-trans hate often
escalate to physical violence. Around 1in 3 participants witnessed
anti-trans violence in the last year while 1in 10 trans people
experienced it. Even an extremely conservative estimate suggests
that this represents several thousand anti-trans hate crimes in the
previous 12 months.

Importantly, findings also suggest that ant-trans hate is escalating
over time. Overall, 1in 3 participants reported an increase in
anti-trans hate since 2020. A comparable number also reported
an increase two months before the survey, coinciding with the
speaking tour of anti-trans lobbyist Kellie-Jay Keen.

A relatively smaller number of trans participants reported a rise
in anti-trans violence compared to other forms of anti-trans
hate. This may indicate that the level of violence has remained
relatively stable. Still, it may also suggest that violence is merely
concentrated among trans people who present atypically or who
are more often perceived to be trans.
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Summary of Findings

4

Anti-trans abuse, harassment, vilification
and violence are rampant in Australia with
virtually all participants reporting online
anti-trans hate in the previous 12 months.

4

Participants reported an increase
in anti-trans hate in the two years
preceding the survey

4

Respondents reported an increase in anti-
trans hate in the two months preceding the
survey which coincides with the Australian
tour of anti-trans lobbyist Kellie-Jay Keen

4

Around half of all respondents saw anti-trans
hate in-person in the previous 12 months and
a significant minority of trans participants
experienced anti-trans violence in the same
period

Fuelling Hate: Anti-Trans Abuse, Harassment and Vilification

4

Trans people experienced a variety of

online anti-trans hate, including deliberate
misgendering, insults, hate speech, doxing,
stalking, threats of violence and sexual
assault, death threats, incitement to commit
suicide and incitement to genocide

4

Trans people also experienced a range

of in-person anti-trans hate, including
workplace bullying, street-based harassment,
harassment relating to the use of bathrooms,
stalking, physical and sexual assault and
death threats

4

Trans people further experienced anti-
trans violence, including spitting, grabbing,
punching, assault by groups, assault with
objects and weapons, and sexual assault
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Recommendations

Based on the above findings, the Trans Justice Project and Victorian Pride Lobby recommmend that
State, Territory and Federal Governments work collaboratively to:

"4

Introduce Federal and State anti-vilification
laws to protect the entire LGBTQIA+
community from abuse, harassment,
vilification and violence

"4

Work together with social media
companies to stop the spread of anti-trans
disinformation and anti-LGBTQIA+ hate
groups

"4

Strengthen media regulations to ensure
greater accountability for news outlets
that promote anti-trans disinformation

"4

Investigate community-led interventions
to curb anti-LGBTQIA+ extremism and
de-radicalisation approaches

74

Provide funding for research into the causes
and impacts of anti-trans abuse, harassment,
vilification and violence and strategies for
addressing them

74

We hope that the grave findings in this
report can help inform efforts to promote
the safety and well-being of trans people
across Australia
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Executive Summary

Internationally, rising hate and extremism pose an
existential threat to human rights and democratic
freedoms. LGBTQ+ communities are often the first
group to come under attack, and understanding
the contours of these assaults matters both for the
protection of these communities and to be better
able to safeguard human rights and democracy
more broadly. In new research by the Institute for
Strategic Dialogue, including four country profiles,
we examine the trends in anti-LGBTQ+ hate and
extremism with a particular focus on harassment
targeting all-ages drag shows.

Drag events by no means represent the entirety of
LGBTQ+ communities, and opposition towards them
does not encompass all attacks on LGBTQ+ people,

nor does opposition to drag necessarily entail that an
individual actor is attacking LGBTQ+ more broadly.
However, due to the public association of drag with queer
communities, analysing anti-drag mobilization does
provide useful insight into the key actors engaged in anti-
LGBTQ+ activism as well as the key narratives

and tactics used to attack these communities.

Given the increasingly hostile environment LGBTQ+
communities face, and the increase in violence targeting
them, itis crucial to better understand the roots, causes,
tactics and dynamics of anti-LGBTQ+ activism.

In recent years anti-LGBTQ+ hate and extremism
has increased in many places. Statistics document
increases in recorded hate crimes targeting the
LGBTQ+ community in countries including the
USA.' UK,? France,?® Germany* and Canada.>Violence
targeting the LGBTQ+ community is also increasing.
The European International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA) found that
violence against the LGBTQ+ community reached
its highest pointin a decade in 2022 in Europe and
Central Asia.’

This violence can manifest in mass casualty attacks,
such as that in Club Q, Colorado Springs, in 2022, which
left five dead and 26 injured;’ or in Bratislava in 2022,
which left two dead.® This uptick in violence takes place
against a steady ‘background noise’ of surging online
hate, harassment and polarisation.

Hate targeting LGBTQ+ is often influenced by deeply-
rooted prejudices. As with activity targeting other
minority communities, it also follows global patterns
which are shaped by inter-referential, transnational
confluences of mobilisation from a range of actors. This
can be seen, for example, in anti-migrant activism, where
international networks have mobilised to oppose
migration, and a base prejudice is exacerbated by
opportunistic alliances and information manipulation
tactics.? Activity targeting drag events in a range of
different countries - mostly those tailored for child
audiences, such as Drag Queen Story Hour (DQSH)
events - demonstrates how this mobilisation works, and
the attendant risks to those hosting, performing in or
attending LGBTQ+ events in public.

Explanation of key trends in anti-LGBTQ+ mobilisation is
key to enabling policy makers and law enforcement to
identify and mitigate targeted hate, harassment

and violence against LGBTQ+ people in more effective
way. Itis a key part of the broader research ISD carries
out on hate, extremism and disinformation perpetrated
by many different actors against a whole range of
communities, all of which risk damaging democracy and
infringing human rights. Understanding the interaction
between on and offline hate targeting

drag shows is a useful way of exploring the hate
movements and actors targeting the LGBTQ+
community more broadly.

In this report, ISD analyses the narratives, themes, actors
and tactics involved in anti-drag activism in the US, UK,
Australia and France. It examines the footprint of 274
anti-drag mobilisations: 11 in Australia, 3 in France, 57 in
the UK and 203 in the USA. Anti-drag activity was also
found in Ireland, Finland, Sweden and Switzerland as well
as other European countries during the reporting period,
usually in isolated cases. Due to finite resources these
instances were not analysed in depth, but would merit
further research.

This research draws on ethnographic monitoring of over
150 Telegram channels, Twitter profiles and Facebook
groups, as well as external resources such as news
reports, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data (ACLED)
and Crowd Counting'® and previous reports on anti-
drag™ by GLAAD and the Southern Poverty Law Center.'?



https://www.isdglobal.org/hate-polarisation/
https://www.isdglobal.org/extremism/
https://www.isdglobal.org/disinformation/
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Key Findings

This research has found substantial consistency
globally in anti-LGBTQ+ activism, especially in
relation to the tactics employed by actors, but also
some key differences between geographies:

® Across all contexts analysed, mobilisation

against drag events has resulted in loose
coalitions of extremists, conspiracy theorists,
local activists and fringe political actors to form.
Far-right groups, conspiracy theorists who rose

to prominence during the COVID-19 pandemic,
fundamentalist religious activists, and anti-LGBTQ+
influencers from the right of the political spectrum
are driving much of this activism. Political figures in
France, Australia and the US have supported anti-
drag action, but only in the US are a substantial
number of elected representatives of a mainstream
party engaging in anti-drag rhetoric and action.

These loose communities of anti-LGBTQ+

actors draw on a common narrative framework
to denigrate LGBTQ+ people and justify their
activity when mobilizing against drag events.
This framework draws on and relates to broader
“save the children” narratives which have come to
the fore in conspiracy theorist communities since
the emergence of QAnon in 2017. This includes
justifying sometimes extreme action by claiming it is
necessary to prevent harm to children.

The US has seen the largest number of protests
against drag events, as well as the highest
number of violent incidents associated with
anti-drag activism. It has also set trends for the
narratives and tactics subsequently used elsewhere.

Anti-LGBTQ+ actors globally have converged

on a shared set of tactics. These include doxxing;
threats of violence; coordinated harassment
campaigns against venues and performers; and
stickering and flyering campaigns. However, despite
regular threats against drag performances, only a
minority of performances have been cancelled. In
the largest dataset analysed for this study - the US -
this amounted to 6.4% of all performances targeted
online and offline.

Offline mobilisation against drag performances,
in the form of protests and vandalism, tends to be
highly localised. Typically, actions are organised in
response to planned events, and offline mobilization
is always accompanied by online discussion and
coordination, such as direction from high-profile
influencers to attend and protest an event.

The greatest momentum of anti-drag protests
isin the US. Itis the only country reviewed in

which legislation has successfully been introduced
to prevent drag performances. It is the only country
in this data set in which there have been violent
attacks against drag events, including the Club

Q shooting and an attempted arson.” There also
appears to be a greater degree of private organising
amongst US groups, with protest organisers posting
their final plans in public spaces to attract additional
attendees but first building their plans in private

or less public spaces. US protests often bring
together disparate actors from across the ideological
spectrum in a form of coalition-building that has
become common to causes favoured by right-wing
groups in recent years.




A Year of Hate: Understanding Threats and Harassment Targeting Drag Shows and the LGBTQ+ Community 6

Glossary

Anti-drag

Activity undertaken to oppose the hosting of drag shows.
These are shows in which, typically, performers caricature
or challenge gender stereotypes, often by dressing in
clothing that is stereotypical of another gender, using
exaggeratedly gendered mannerisms, or combining
elements of stereotypically male and female dress.! Anti-
drag activists normally oppose drag performances or
performers appearing in front of minors at events such as
all-ages drag shows and Drag Queen Story Hours.

Anti-lockdown

The term “anti-lockdown” has come to stand in for
arange of positions held by individuals who broadly
oppose the implementation of restrictions on individual
freedoms in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Anti-lockdown individuals or groups may advocate for
alternative approaches, such as emphasizing individual
responsibility or the prioritization of other societal
needs alongside public health considerations.

Anti-vaccine

The terms “vaccine sceptic” and “anti-vaxxer” cover
a wide range of attitudes that are characterised by
distrust of a specific vaccine or vaccines in general.
Vaccine sceptics are not categorically opposed to
vaccines, but have reservations of varying degrees
about them. Certain vaccine sceptics accept some
vaccines but reject others, sometimes including the
COVID-19 vaccines. By way of contrast, anti-vaxxers
are fundamentally opposed to vaccines. Their reasons
range from suppositions derived from conspiracy
theories to the deeply held belief that all vaccines
represent a harmful intervention into the body’s
biochemical processes.

Christian nationalist

Christian nationalism has multiple definitions, but for
ISD’s purposes it is understood to be an ideology that
“idealises and advocates a fusion of Christianity and
American [or Australian, or British] civic life” (Whitehead
and Perry 2020:10). Christianity in this form is typically
racialised (as white) and exclusionary (implying that other
religions cannot or should not be part of the nation).

Doxxing

Searching for and publishing the private data of
individuals or organisations on the internet, usually with
malicious intent.

Drag Queen Story Hour (DQSH)

An event in which a drag performer (typically, though
not always, a drag queen — usually a man dressed in
female gendered clothes) reads books or tells stories,
normally to children.

Extremism

Extremism is the advocacy of a system of belief that
claims the superiority and dominance of one identity-
based ‘in-group’ over all ‘out-groups.’ It propagates a
dehumanising ‘othering’ mind-set that is antithetical to
pluralism and the universal application of human rights.

Far-right

ISD’s definition of far-right is in line with far-right

expert Cas Mudde who conceptualises “far-right” as

an umbrella term that includes both radical right-wing
and extreme right-wing actors. Mudde states that both
radical and extreme right-wing actors believe that
“inequalities between people are natural and positive,”
but have differing attitudes towards democracy. Radical
right-wing actors are not against democracy in principle,
while extreme right-wing actors reject democracy as a
form of government.

Parents’ rights

In the context of this report, “parents’ rights” groups are
organisations or collections of individuals who advocate
for the rights of parents to direct the upbringing,
education and care of their children.

Save The Children

In this context, Save The Children (often stylised
#SaveTheChildren) is a conspiracy theory offshoot

of QAnon, claiming that there is a wide-reaching
conspiracy by powerful individuals who are trafficking
children for the purposes of paedophilia and ritualistic
abuse.™
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Sovereign Citizens

The Sovereign Citizens movement comprises a highly
heterogenous anti-government ideology that originated
in the United States. Adherents are united in their

belief that the U.S. government illegitimately rules over
them. They live under the assumption that by declaring
themselves sovereign, they are not obliged to abide
with government legislation.

While it is an ideology that has manifested in many
different forms, contemporary interpretations are
frequently linked to conspiratorial and extremist beliefs.
U.S. law enforcement agencies have labelled the
movement a domestic terrorist threat. In recent years,
anti-government sentiments in relation to imposed
COVID-19 measures triggered a surge in popularity

of Sovereign Citizens-related ideas in many national
contexts.

White nationalism

White nationalism is advocacy for a separate white
society or white nation, also sometimes referred to

as a white ethnostate. The Anti-Defamation League
describes white nationalism as a euphemism for white
supremacy; the term is now used to “refer to a form of
white supremacy that emphasizes defining a country
or region by white racial identity and which seeks to
promote the interests of whites exclusively, typically at
the expense of people of other backgrounds”.

White supremacism

White supremacy is a system of belief that posits the
superiority of whites over non-whites, and advocates
that white people should be politically and socially
dominant over non-white people. This can extend to
a belief in the need for violence against, or even the
genocide of, non-white people.
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Key Actors, Tactics and Narratives

Outlined below are overviews of the key actors,
tactics and narratives identified through ISD
analysis of protests against drag events for all-ages
audiences in Australia, France, the UK and US.

Key Actors

Across all geographies, similar sets of actors are
consistently providing the impetus for anti-drag action.
This coalition building sees established extremist
actors join forces with local activists, conspiracy
theorists, partisan media, religious groups and more
mainstream actors. Importantly, this follows patterns
seen elsewhere, such as during mobilisation against
COVID-19 restrictions™ or against migration in Europe.’
This demonstrates an opportunism that is now
characteristic of extremist groups - beyond only those
targeting LGBTQ+ communities - and isimportant as

it highlights a potential vector whereby established
extremist movements can influence broader swathes of
the population.

Here it is important to flag that by no means all
individuals or groups involved in anti-drag activity are
extremists."” Some “parents’ rights” groups such as
Protect Texas Kids express intolerant attitudes towards
LGBTQ+ people but do not meet ISD's threshold for
extremism. However, convergences and coalition
building are stillimportant phenomena; these groups
and the events they organise and attend represent
vectors through which extremists can influence broader
social movements.

Far-right groups and actors

Characteristically, far-right groups and actors have
sought to both seed a mainstream moral panic about
drag performances, and to exploit existing protests to
gain publicity and support for their broader aims.

Typical of far-right and white supremacist messaging

is the claim that the acceptance of LGBTQ+ identities

is indicative of “degeneracy” and a west in decline.
While the manipulation of public opinion against drag
performances can be opportunistic, members of these
groups harbour genuine hatred for LGBTQ+ people of all
identities.

In terms of the numbers attending, neo-Nazis and white
supremacists are often the smallest groups present at
drag protests, but they attract outsized media attention.

Attracting this media attention is often intentional, as
these groups display symbols and make statements
that deliberately court controversy. However, media
coverage of anti-drag protests also tends to centre on
these groups due to the extreme nature of their beliefs.
This “oxygen of amplification” is actively sought by
white supremacist groups.'®

Right-wing media and influencers

Some influencers from the right of the political
spectrum, along with associated right-leaning media
organisations, have sought to stoke anti-drag action.
The most prominent of these actors are located in the
US, including Chaya Raichik (‘Libs of TikTok’) and ‘Gays
Against Groomers’. Their content is exported to other
geographies in the dataset, with the scale and extremity
of anti-drag action in the US providing encouragement
to movements elsewhere.

These individuals and organisations are typically
producing content that appeals to their audiences,

and may or may not genuinely believe the messages
they are producing. With few exceptions (e.g. Turning
Point UK, who have become active in organising and
attending protests in the UK in 2023), these influencers
tend to push anti-drag narratives online and may
encourage or facilitate protest action, but do not turn
up in person at events.

Conspiracy theorists, including COVID-19 sceptics
During the COVID-19 pandemic, ecosystems of
conspiracy theorists grew to hold sway over substantial
audiences, with accompanying infrastructures on
alternative tech platforms such as Telegram. While many
of the actors involved in these groups have continued
to share anti-vaxx and other COVID-related narratives,
anti-LGBTQ+ activism has become a significant plank

of the platform for some. The kinds of narratives these
actors embrace are often overtly conspiratorial, seeking
to portray LGBTQ+ people interacting with children as
insidious indoctrination, possibly aided and abetted by
the state.

Radical right and conservative parties/politicians
In multiple geographies, both radical right and
broader conservative parties and politicians have
been active in pushing anti-drag rhetoric. In France,
there was a political party. Union for the Family,'” set
up initially to protest equal marriage legislation whose
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attention has now turned to drag performances. In
Australia, Senator Ralph Babet of the United Australia
Party, elected with the support of COVID-sceptic
movements, is a vocal supporter of anti-drag action. The
UK has thus far seen minimal involvement from elected
politicians. In contrast, the US has seen a substantial
number of anti-drag laws being introduced into State
legislatures, and politicians such as Ron Desantis
(Governor of Florida) have been active in advocating
not only anti-drag laws, but also restrictions on gender
affirmation and the teaching of LGBTQ+ identities and
issues in schools.

Religious groups

Historically, attempts to prevent the acceptance of
LGBTQ+ identities have often been led by conservative
religious groups. Religious groups and narratives are
not at the forefront of anti-drag activism, but they
are still represented in the ecosystem. In Australia,
the conspiracy movement that grew during the
pandemic has shifted towards religiosity since 2022,
and those in the movement who have committed

to anti-drag activism often use explicitly religious
terminology, labelling LGBTQ+ people as “*demonic”
or “Satanic”. In the US, fundamentalist Christian
rhetoric is represented both in the QAnon movement
and in Christian groups such as the New Columbia
Movement, who have appeared at anti-drag protests
with banners protesting equal marriage. In line with
its increasingly secular character, the UK has seen
minimal involvement from religious groups in anti-
drag activism.

“Parents’ rights” movement

Across all geographies, groups purporting to be
composed of parents concerned about children being
exposed to “gender ideology” or drag performers have
become major players in the anti-drag ecosystem.
These groups typically use the “protecting children”
narrative, as well as claiming that their rights as parents
to control the information and identities which children
are exposed to are being eroded.

There is significant overlap between these groups and
other actors, particularly far-right activists seeking to
legitimise themselves by framing their concerns as
being from the perspective of parents who want to
“protect children”.

Parents’ rights groups grew during the pandemic with
opposition to vaccine mandates and schools’ COVID-19
measures, before renewing efforts to campaign on
issues such as race and sexuality in school instruction,
advocating for measures such as the banning of books
about LGBTQ+ issues. Opposition to drag performances
sits alongside this set of issues, wrapped into a single
package of concerned parents protecting their children
from insidious influences.
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Key Tactics

Our analysis of anti-drag activity has identified
arange of tactics used to target drag events,
ranging from strategies commonly used in political
activism to potentially violent activity designed to
silence drag events.

Threats, Protests, Harassment and Violence
Anti-drag activists have deployed a range of tactics to
attempt to have drag shows cancelled, make it harder
to host them in future, and demonise those who are
hosting or performing at them. These include:

® Protesting at locations where drag events
are being held
Protests range from small gatherings of no more
than a handful of people with signs, to much larger
gatherings of multiple groups.

In some cases, these protests can escalate to
disruption, intimidation and violence. Drag queen
Sab Samuel, who ran a series of DQSH eventsin
the UKin summer 2022, was cornered and blocked
from driving away in his car by COVID-19 conspiracy
theorist protestors who called him a “paedophile”
and asked “Why are you grooming children?” As a
result of this confrontation and aggressive protests,
two subsequent DQSH events were cancelled.?
Other UK events have been disrupted by protestors
infiltrating the audience and proceeding to shout
abuse at performers.

Protests have also been held at locations where
events have been cancelled. When a restaurantin
Sacramento, California, cancelled a drag show due
to safety concerns after a local Proud Boys chapter
circulated the event details, a group of Proud Boys
still showed up to protest and attempted to force
their way into the restaurant.?’

® Doxxing and harassing drag performers and hosts
Some activists have sought to exert pressure on
drag performers and venues by publishing their
contact details (or urging their followers to do so)
and requesting that their followers complain about
upcoming events.

A UK drag performer told a court that a former
councillor who protested an event and subsequently
breached an injunction (restraining order) against
him had portrayed him as a “groomer” online, which
led to him losing work, receiving death threats and
being targeted by paedophile hunters.??

Elsewhere in the UK, adherents to the Sovereign
Citizen ideology?® have attempted to make “citizen’s
arrests” of drag performers, or explained to their
followers how to do so.

Sending threatening messages to those
performing at or hosting drag events,

including death and bomb threats

In some instances, these threats can lead to
disruption or cancellation. One such instance saw
an lllinois library cancel their drag bingo event
celebrating National Coming Out Day due to mail
and online threats.?* In another example, a bomb
threat was called in during a DQSH performance,
resulting in a performance being delayed while

the threat was dealt with.?® A significant risk is that
threats, alongside other tactics, create security risks
that require substantial financial outlay to mitigate,
making it difficult for all but the most secure or
affluent venues to host drag events.

Vandalising locations hosting drag events
Vandalism can function as a form of intimidation,
making performers and hosts feel unsafe and in
some cases forcing the cancellation of events.
In the US, a bakery in suburban Chicago had

its windows smashed and homophobic graffiti
daubed on its walls.?6 Alongside other tactics
such as threats, spurious complaints to law
enforcement, and continuous picketing of the
building, the bakery was forced to close and
move to a different area.

Testifying at school meetings and legislative
sessions

A tactic that appears to have been adopted primarily
in the US and Australia, some activists have taken
to testifying at or disrupting public meetings. The
aim for this action appears to be a mix of exerting
pressure to cancel drag events and seeking to gain
publicity. In one instance, around 190 protestors

- including several high-profile influencers and
livestreamers - attended a Monash City Council
meeting and disrupted the proceedings, calling
councillors “paedophiles” and calling for them to be
sacked and arrested for promoting “sex in front of
our children”.?’
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® Encouraging email, call and mail campaigns to try
to have events cancelled
Some activists have sought to overwhelm libraries
and other venues hosting drag events with
communications asking to have events cancelled.
These can both intimidate staff and make it difficult
to function normally as a business or public service.
One UK-based activist typifies this tactic, sharing the
numbers of libraries on her Telegram channel and
posting recordings of her phone calls with library
staff, in which she would question them over their
knowledge of DQSH events and sometimes become
aggressive and confrontational.

In France, petitions appear to be acommon
mechanism for attempting to have events cancelled.
La Furie Francaise, an identitarian group,?® created
a petition to protest a drag show in Toulouse; the
link to this petition became the most-shared link
in ISD’s dataset tied to the event. Ideological fellow
travellers such as representatives of Eric Zemmour’s
Reconquete party and former Generation ldentity
members were among the amplifiers.

® Flooding websites with bad reviews, often
accompanied with accusations of paedophilia and
grooming
The practice of “review bombing” is a low cost
effort that requires only online mobilisation and
can make the lives of business owners and public
officials difficult. In Australia, activist Monica Smit
encouraged her followers to target the Monash
Library Service; they subsequently flooded its
Facebook page with negative reviews, accusing the
library of being paedophiles and groomers.?

® Organising stickering and flyering campaigns
Stickers and flyers can function as a form of
intimidation, indicating to those in the area that there
is active local support for (or opposition to) a cause.
British white nationalist group Patriotic Alternative has
encouraged its members to distribute leaflets to local
areas to garner support for their protests. Likewise, in
Perth, Australia, flyers were distributed prior to a long-
running drag event, calling the event “grooming” and
including photos of the scheduled performer dressed
to perform in a nightclub, attempting to indicate the
event would be unsuitable for children.

Notably, many of these tactics are used in conjunction
with others, creating multiple threat vectors for would-
be drag event hosts and performers.

Legislation

Localising this dataset to the United States, anti-drag
legislation has been advanced in a number of states.
At time of writing, 43 bills have been introduced, 5 of
which have been defeated, 3 passed into law, and 35
advancing to further stages of legislative scrutiny.*° In
another example, proposed legislation in Texas would
defund public libraries that allow drag show story times
for children.®™ This legislative approach echoes the
narrative that drag shows are an inappropriate use of
public resources, and threatens to undermine libraries
that do substantially more than host drag story hours.

The language in these bills is often vague, meaning they
can be interpreted to target trans people. For example, a
Tennessee bill restricting “adult cabaret performances”
in public or in the presence of children,*? and banning
them from occurring within 1,000 feet of schools, public
parks, or places of worship, refers to drag performers as
“male or female impersonators”.®® Given that separate
legislation was passed in Tennessee (as well as states
including Louisiana, Tennessee, Montana, Nebraska,
Florida and Idaho) restricting gender-affirming care
from being provided to minors, there are justified fears
from the trans community that they may also be treated
as "male or female impersonators” simply through their
public appearance in a State which has institutionalised
transphobia.
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Key Narratives

Based on a narrative analysis of online content
associated with 274 anti-drag protests, we have
identified a set of shared narratives deployed by
anti-LGBTQ+ actors. Better understanding these
narratives is essential. It not only allows us to
understand the ways in which anti-LGBTQ+ actors
are mobilized towards a range of harmful activities,
but also provides a baseline for activities pushing
back against anti-LGBTQ+ activity, including
communications campaigns and preventative
programming.

ISD’s analysis of anti-drag mobilization has identified
seven central narratives:

® “Protecting children”

® Framing drag as misogyny

® Conflation of drag performers and trans individuals
® |mporting of US narratives and actors

® Wasting public resources

® | GBTQ+ identities as “ideology”

® Linking LGBTQ+ identities to Satanism

“Protecting children”

The most extreme forms of protest appear to be
justified using the “protecting children” narrative,
with actors arguing that they are obligated to prevent
children from being “groomed” by drag performers.

Anti-drag activists have sought to frame their actions
in terms of “protecting children” from performances
that they claim are inherently sexual and therefore
inappropriate. This claim often involves references to
the names of drag performers, which may be double
entendre or veiled sexual references. Likewise, activists
will link to adult performances by the same artists who
are reading to children, claiming (incorrectly) that they
will dress or behave in the same way around minors.

Drag performers are framed as ideological
indoctrinators, seeking to “groom” children into
LGBTQ+ identities, particularly trans identities. They are
also framed as predatory, with some anti-drag actors
such as Turning Point UK activist Calvin Robinson asking
the rhetorical question, “Why [are] drag queens so

keen to spend time with your children?”. More extreme

versions of this claim will argue that drag literally
promotes “sexin front of children”.>

This narrative also seeks to engage parents in anti-drag
activism by claiming that the acceptability of public
drag performances — or the “trans agenda”, which is
often conflated with drag (see below) - is an attempt

to erode parental rights. This is sometimes framed in
religious terms, with activists saying, “Don’t come near
my children, don’t come near my faith,” implying that
drag is anti-Christian and its acceptability is antithetical
to Christian parents’ beliefs.

The anti-drag activist group Gays Against Groomers
provide a useful summary of this narrative in a letter to a
US location hosting a drag show. They write, *We firmly
believe that public child drag unnecessarily exposes
children to potential predators and strangers who will
view a maturely dressed child as desirable prey.”

Framing drag as misogyny

A narrative that is present primarily in the UK and
Australia, with minimal notable representation in the

US, portrays drag artists as misogynists due to the
exaggerated caricatures of femininity they often portray.
Itis worth noting that drag’s relationship to gender and
feminism is contested, and the question of whether drag
may have misogynistic elements is a live debate.*®

The gender critical group Women’s Rights Network
attended an anti-drag protest in Glastonbury. This
group promotes transphobic tropes and views DQSH as
misogynistic and homophobic.3¢

In Australia, anti-drag Senator Ralph Babet, who
was elected off the back of anti-lockdown and anti-
vaccine movements, argued “It’s time for us to actively

299

campaign against men playing ‘woman face’.

Conflation of drag performers and trans individuals
A notable theme across geographies was the consistent
conflation of drag performers and transgender or gender
non-conforming individuals. Drag events were often
framed as indoctrination into “transgender ideology”, or
attempts to groom children into becoming transgender.

In one instance, an organisation called the Family
Education Trust created a letter template for
people emailing libraries seeking to cancel drag
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events. The template claims that DQSH events are

“highly sexualised” and that their true purpose is Figure 1 Example of a post conflating drag queens and
“indoctrination in the transgender agenda.” transgender people. The translation of the following post:
“Macron and LGBT propaganda at school. Emanuelle Macron
is promoting LGBT propaganda in front of children. This

In atelling slip, an Australian anti-LGBTQ+ activist extract is a reminder that the reading of transgender stories

described a speech from One Nation politician Mark by drag queens in front of children and sex education at
Latham as “a speech on homo-um, on transgenders school promoting LGBT propaganda and gender theory are a
[sic] and what they want to introduce into the schools.”3” direct reflection of the ideas of president Macron...”

The claim this activist is making is that either gay or
trans people want to introduce inappropriate ideological
or sexual content in schools, but the notable part of the
sentence is the slippage between the two groups he is
apparently concerned about.

Médias Presse Info

In France, drag performers are commonly referred to
as transgender, often using transphobic slurs and hate
speech, including at an event in which I'Oriflamme,

a group described by news articles as “ultra-right”,*®
physically protested a DQSH event. In the French- . U W

language post below, a Telegram channel talks about iberamatis propopodel S Rl
the “reading of transgender stories by drag queensin
front of children.”

Emmanuel Macron fait la propagande LGBT devant des enfants

Cette séquence d'archive vient rappeler que les lectures de contes
transgenres par des drag queens devant des enfants et les cours

Importlng of US narratives and actors d'éducation sexuelle a I'école faisant la propagande LGBT et la

The United States is the site of the Iargest number of promotion de la théorie du genre sont directement le reflet de la
anti-drag actions, and the largest number of violent pensée du président...

altercations and arrests resulting from these actions. https//www.medias-presse.infofmacron-et-la-propagande-lgbt-a-
Right-wing extremist movements and hate campaigns Sl L © 1189 557 AM

are typically internationalised, and anti-drag action is
no exception. US actors’ rhetoric and content has been
observed in multiple other countries.

The recent popularisation of the “groomer” slur
originates in the US,** however drag events in the US
have been targeted by far-right groups since 2017,*
and early articles condemning DQSH appeared in media
outlets Breitbart News and the Daily Wire which are
known to share right-leaning content. While anti-drag
legislation thus far appears to remain a preserve of US
State Legislatures, anti-drag rhetoric has become a key
export, alongside major US players in the space.

French anti-drag activists have approvingly reposted
content from Gays Against Groomers and Patriot Front,
as seen in the figures below. Gays Against Groomers’
content has likewise been seen in the Telegram
channels of UK anti-drag actors such as Danny

‘Truth Pills’.
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Figures 2 and 3 French anti-drag activists repost content from
US anti-drag action

Black Bond PTV 34 ¥ &

Gays Against Groomers @
@againstgrmrs

"Taking children to a drag show to
teach them to be respectful to gay
people is like taking children to a
strip club to teach them to be
respectful to women. Doesn't make
sense.” - @MsBlaireWhite @"

#GaysAgainstGroomers

"Emmener des enfants a un spectacle de drag queen pour leur
apprendre a &tre respectueux des gays, C'est comme emmener des
enfants dans un club de strip-tease pour leur apprendre a &tre
respectueux des femmes. Ca n'a pas de sens."

(o

51 H21 B12 o &Hs Bs 6 1

@ 7049 Black.

White Reset
Forwarded from Patriot Front Sightings

@PatriotFrontSightings » Patriot Front activists proceed to the site
of the cancelled "drag queen story hour" in Columbus, Ohio.
Opposition members attempt to block the demonstration, and are
removed from the way.

5 &1 @1

D Leave a comment >

White Reset
Convergence de groupe de I'Alt-Right pour empécher des drag-
queen de lire des contes & des enfants

@B

Perhaps the most influential anti-drag (and indeed
anti-LGBTQ+) activist of the moment is Chaya
Raichik, aka Libs of TikTok, whose tactics include
highlighting events taking place across the US,
resulting in her followers embarking on harassment,
abuse and protest. Her content appears elsewhere,
including a clip being posted by Australian senator
Ralph Babet.

Wasting public resources

Many DQSH events are run in public spaces such as
libraries and are sometimes funded by local councils

as cultural enrichment activities. This has become

a topic for anti-drag action, which claims that, for
example, councils should be worried about “rates, roads
and rubbish,” rather than “spending your money to
indoctrinate and groom children,” to quote Australian
senator Ralph Babet.

This narrative is present across multiple countries, with
UK anti-drag activists complaining that DQSH events
are “funded by public money,” along with criticising
the closure of libraries to the public during the events.
Likewise in France, anti-drag actors often highlight the
fact that events are taking place in public libraries, or

Figure 4 Gays Against Groomers appears in the Telegram
channel of Danny ‘Truth Pills’

€, TRUTH PILLS
Forwarded from Gays Against Groomers

00:43 x

&

They!ll tell you to your face that no one is trying to groom your
children, while at the same time, admittedly and publicly try to
groom your children.

The gaslighting is astounding.

We will not allow this to continue, and *especially* not under the
umbrella of “pride” and "tolerance.”
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that the organisations or festivals hosting the events ® “Thatis ademon nota man pretending to be a

are receiving public funding. In the US, even drag woman”

events that are not funded by public money are

sometimes framed as if they are by actors seeking to

have them cancelled. ® “That person looks like its [sic] representing the
Baphomet”

® “[t even looks like a demon”

The “wasting public resources” narrative has become

a vector for activists to attempt to have events
cancelled, with activists writing to libraries and councils
with template complaints, as well as sending abuse

and threats.

LGBTQ+ identities as “ideology”

In the 1990s, the phrase “gay agenda” was used to
frame the fight for equal rights and cultural acceptance
of homosexuality as a form of political ideology which
would inherently require a trade-off between the
rights of LGB individuals and others (particularly people
with strong religious convictions). The “agenda” itself
is an empty signifier, adaptable to whatever form of
cultural or legal acceptance might be in play. The term
“gender ideology” has taken on a similar function,
encompassing a range of demands such as the right

to abortion, sexual orientation and gender identity,
diverse families, education in gender and sexuality, HIV
prevention and sex work.*'

In anti-drag activism, framing LGBTQ+ identities

as “ideology” allows some actors to separate gay
individuals from many other people who fall in the
queer spectrum. For example, one Australian activist
claimed they were not against homosexuality, rather,
“There’s a lot of people who are hiding behind the
LGBT [sic] who are making the gays look bad.” These
kinds of framing weave neatly into other narratives,
particularly the conflation of trans people with drag,
and the claim to be “protecting children” - l.e. from
LGBTQ+/gender ideology.

Linking LGBTQ+ identities to Satanism

Echoing the Satanic Panic of the 1980s and '90s,*
along with more recent conspiracy theories emanating
from QAnon and its offshoot Save The Children, some
anti-drag activists have sought to link drag to Satanism.
Primarily found in Australia, with some narrative
elements present amongst US groups, this narrative

is meant in both metaphorical and literal terms. Key
examples include claims such as:
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Conclusion

The year from May 2022 — May 2023 has been
marked by escalating action against drag
performances across the UK, US, France and
Australia.

Taken in their totality, these anti-drag actions spanning
three continents paint a bleak picture for the freedoms
of LGBTQ+ people to participate in public life. This
picture becomes more concerning when paired with
continuing attacks on the rights of transgender and
LGBTQ+ people, both through legislation and broader
attempts to slur them as “groomers” - paedophiles —
and roll back progress on queer acceptance.

The “groomer” sluris the latest narrative emerging from
fringe and extreme groups to become a mainstream
part of politics. A 2019 ISD report charted the violent
consequences of the mainstreaming of the ‘Great
Replacement’ narrative,** which laundered the explicitly
white supremacist ‘White Genocide’ conspiracy theory
into the mainstream.** The Great Replacement inspired
the 2019 Christchurch terror attack, which killed 51
people, and the bulk of right-wing terrorist attacks in the
years since. Since that time, the ‘Great Replacement’
has been renamed ‘replacement theory’ and repeated
on mainstream news.*

This research suggest that the anti-drag actions
documented in this report show no signs of ceasing

in the near future, and it is unlikely that they will de-
escalate as the narratives used by anti-drag activism
becomes more mainstreamed. However, it is important
to acknowledge thatwhere anti-drag protests have
materialised in person, they have often been met by
substantially larger counter-protests. While extremist
activists may travel from afar to exploit tensions at
public libraries, counter-protestors are typically drawn
from local communities who are broadly tolerant and
supportive of LGBTQ+ rights and identities. While
anti-drag protests may be increasing in number and
severity, they do not represent more than the view of a
vocal and active intolerant minority.
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Summary of ISD report “A Year of Hate: Understanding Threats and Harassment
Targeting Drag Shows and the LGBTQ+ Community”

An analysis of the narratives, themes, actors and tactics involved in anti-drag activism in the US, UK, Australia
and France between May 2022 and May 2023.
Full report: Understanding-Threats-and-Harassment-Targeting-Drag-Shows-and-the-LGBTQ-Community.pdf

Overview and Purpose:
Statistics document increases in recorded hate crimes and violence targeting the LGBTQ+ community
across Europe, the US, UK and Asia.

Due to strong public association of drag with LGBTIQ+ communities, analysing anti-drag mobilization
provides insight into the key actors engaged in anti LGBTQ+ activism as well as the key narratives and
tactics used to attack these communities.

Understanding anti-LGBTQ+ strategies and tactics provides insights that can be used to better protect
these communities, and to safeguard human rights and democracy more broadly.

Key Findings:

- Anti-drag mobilisation is driven by a loose coalition of far-right extremists, right-wing
influencers, conspiracy theorists, fundamentalist religious groups and fringe political actors.

- The common “save the children!” narrative framework used to justify anti-drag and anti-
LGBTQ mobilisation is building on broader narratives that were brought into prominence by
the spread of QAnon.

- Anti-LGBTIQ actors around the world are sharing tactics, including coordinated harassment
of performers and venues, doxing, and coordinating highly localised offline mobilisation.

Key Actors:

Coalitions follow patterns seen during mobilisation against COVID restrictions and migration in
Europe, demonstrating opportunism of established extremists groups in finding vectors to influence
broader social movements and expand reach to general populations.

Far Right Groups and Actors
Far-right and white supremacist messaging is the claim that the acceptance of LGBTQ+ identities is
indicative of “degeneracy” and a west in decline. Messaging may be opertunistic but members
harbor genuine hatred of LGBTQ+ people. Attend protests in small numbers but attract outsized
media attention, the “oxygen of amplification”.

Rightwing media and influences
Most prominent actors located in the US, content has been exported to the geographies of the
dataset. While they encourage or facilitate protest action, they do not attend in person.

Conspiracy theorists, including COVID 19 sceptics
portray LGBTQ+ people interacting with children as insidious indoctrination, possibly aided and
abetted by the state.

1 n this context, Save The Children (often stylised #SaveTheChildren) is a conspiracy theory offshoot of QAnon,
claiming that there is a wide-reaching conspiracy by powerful individuals who are trafficking children for the
purposes of paedophilia and ritualistic abuse
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Radical right and conservative parties/politicians
Both radical and broader conservative parties are active in pushing anti-drag rhetoric, often pivoting
from other causes (eg. Australia’s Coalition for Marriage changing to Binary Australia). The US has
seen a substantial number of anti-drag laws introduced in state legislatures.

Religious groups
In Australia, the conspiracy movement that grew during the pandemic has shifted towards religiosity
since 2022, and use explicit religious terminology, labelling LGBTIQ+ people as “demonic” or
“satanic”.

“Parents Rights” movement
Using the “save the children” narrative, far right activists legitimise concerns by framing themselves
as concerned parents protecting their children from insidious influences. Major players across all
geographies with significant overlap with other groups. Opposition to drag sits alongside a set of
issues including sex education and racial history, “gender ideology” and access to books on LGBTIQ+
issues.

Key Tactics
Threats, protests, harassment and violence that can shut down events, make it harder to host them
in future, and demonise those who perform and host events.

Protesting at drag event locations
Ranging from small gatherings to larger gatherings of multiple groups, these projects can escalate to
disruption, intimidation and violence, and can lead to events being cancelled due to fear of damage
to people and property.

Doxxing and harassing performers, hosts
Publishing the contact details or personal addresses of drag performers, venue operators and people
who speak out in support of drag shows (or encouraging their followers to do so), and requesting
followers complain about upcoming events.

Sending threatening messages including bomb threats and death threats
Combined with other tactics, threats create security risks that require substantial financial outlay to
mitigate, making it difficult for all but the most secure or affluent venues to host drag events

Vandalising locations hosting events
A form of intimidation, making performers and hosts feel unsafe and in some cases forcing the
cancellation of events.

Testifying at school meetings and legislative sessions
This tactic has been adopted in Australia, with activists testifying at or disrupting public meetings to
exert pressure and gain publicity (eg. A Monash city council meeting saw over 160 protestors disrupt
proceedings calling councillors “paedophiles”.)

Encouraging email, call and mail campaigns to get events cancelled
Overwhelming staff at libraries and other venues both intimidate staff and makes it difficult for the
venue function as a service or business. In France, petitions are commonly used to attempt to get
events cancelled.
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Flooding websites with bad reviews, accusations of paedophilia and grooming
“Review bombing” is low cost and only requires online mobilisation to make the lives of business
owners and public officers difficult. Monash Library Service’s Facebook page was inundated with
negative reviews at the request of activist Monica Smit.

Stickering and flyering campaigns
Another form of intimidation, insinuating local support for the anti-drag cause. This tactic was used
in Perth to protest an all-ages drag event.

Notably, the above tactics are often used in conjunction with each other, creating multiple threat
vectors for would-be venues and event organisers.

Legislation
This is localised to the US at the time of the report being written.

Key Narratives

A set of shared narratives deployed by anti-LGBTQ actors, based on analysis of online content. Better
understanding of these narratives is essential for providing a baseline for activities pushing back
against anti-LGBTIQA messages and action, including communications campaigns and preventative
programming.

“Protecting children”
Used to justify the most extreme forms of protesting, as actors argue they are obligated to prevent
children from being “groomed”.

Drag performers are framed as predatory, and/or ideological indoctrinators, seeking to “groom”
children into LGBTQ+ identities, particularly trans identities. This narrative also seeks to engage
parents in anti-drag activism by claiming that the acceptability of public drag performances — or the
“trans agenda”, which is often conflated with drag - is an attempt to erode parental rights. This is
sometimes framed in religious terms.

Framing drag as misogyny
Present primarily in the UK and Australia, this narrative portrays drag artists as misogynists due to
the exaggerated caricatures of femininity they often portray. The question of misogynistic elements
in drag is a live debate within queer communities.

Conflation of drag performers and trans individuals
conflation of drag performers and transgender or gender non-conforming individuals was a
consistent narrative across all geographies. Drag events were often framed as indoctrination into
“transgender ideology”, or attempts to groom children into becoming transgender.

Importing of US narratives and actors
Rhetoric and content from US right wing extremist movements and hate campaigns has been
observed in multiple other countries. The recent popularisation of the “groomer” slur originates in
the US.

The most influential anti-LGBTQ activist is Chaya Raichik, aka Libs of TikTok. A clip of hers was posted
by Australian Senator Ralph Babet.
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Wasting public resources
As many drag story-time events are held in librarys and sometimes funded by local councils, anti-drag
activists claim, for example, that councils should be worried about “rates, roads and rubbish,” rather
than “spending your money to indoctrinate and groom children,” to quote Australian senator Ralph
Babet.

The “wasting public resources” narrative has become a vector for activists to attempt to have events
cancelled, with activists writing to libraries and councils with template complaints, as well as sending
abuse and threats.

LGBTQ+ identities as “ideology”
The term “gender ideology” has taken on the function of an empty signifier, able to encompass a
range of demands such as the right to abortion, sexual orientation and gender identity, diverse
families, education in gender and sexuality, HIV prevention and sex work.

These kinds of framing weave neatly into other narratives, particularly the conflation of trans people
with drag, and the claim to be “protecting children” - I.e. from LGBTQ+/gender ideology.

Linking LGBTQ+ identities to Satanism
Anti-drag activists linking drag to Satanism is primary found in Australia and is meant both
metaphorically and literally.

Conclusion
May 2022 — May 2023 has been marked by escalating action against drag performances across the
UK, US, France and Australia

The anti-drag actions documented in this report show no signs of ceasing in the near future, and it is
unlikely that they will de-escalate as the narratives used by anti-drag activism, particularly the
“groomer” slur, becomes more mainstreamed.

When paired with the continuing attacks on the rights of trans and gender diverse people, and
LGBTQ+ people, through both legislation and attempts to slur them as paedophiles, there is serious
concern for the freedoms of LGBTIQ+ people to participate in public life.

However, while anti-drag protests may be increasing in number and severity, they do not represent
more than the view of a vocal and active intolerant minority. This has been demonstrated by the
substantially larger counter-protests that are typically drawn from local communities who are
broadly tolerant.
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Here's the second one.
@ Trans Justice Report Summary - Anti-Trans Hate in Australia.docx
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Subject: RE: Recent reports on anti-LGBTQ harassment [SEC=0FFICIAL]

Amazing, thanks EJEl! And congrats on your SharePoint success.
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Sex Discrimination Team
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We acknowledge the traditional cus-todians of this land,
the Gadigal peoples of the Eora Nation, and pay
our respects to their Elders, past, present and future.

From:
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 5:41 PM
To:

Subject: RE: Recent reports on anti-LGBTQ harassment [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Hi everyone,

Here's a summary of the Institute of Strategic Dialogue’s report, hope it's helpful (and it's on
sharepoint!)

@ ISD Report Summary - understanding Anti-Drag mobilisation .docx

From:
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 12:25 PM
To:

Subject: RE: Recent reports on anti-LGBTQ harassment [SEC=0FFICIAL]
Hi S
If you do have capacity I'd be really grateful for a short summary.

Also just a good idea to save interesting articles in the sharedrive for future reference.

Thanks

From:
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 12:06 PM




Subject: Recent reports on anti-LGBTQ harassment [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Hi team,

Hope you've all had a good weekend! Just thought I'd circulate a few reports | was reviewing
last week.

The first one is a report by the Trans Justice Project covering the rise in Anti-Trans
experiences in Australia, it was published last month.

The second is by the Institute of Strategic Dialogue, covering the global rise in anti-LGBTIQ
threats and harassment, and the key actors, tactics and narratives involved in Aus, France,

the UK and the US. It was published in late June.

If it would be helpful, | can put together a short summary of each report too &

Warm regards,

Advisor on SOGII

Australian Human Rights Commission
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001

W humanrights.gov.au

Human rights: everyone, everywhere, everyday

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land | work, the Gadigal peoples of
the Eora Nation (Commission Office

_ and pay my respects to their Elders, past and present.
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Summary of Report: “FuellingHate: Abuse, Harassment, Vilification and Violence

against Trans People in Australia”
An investigation and analysis of the prevalence and possible escalation of transphobia in Australia, using survey of

3099 people across Australia.

Full report: Fuelling-Hate-Anti-Trans-Abuse-Harassment-and- Vilification-WEB-SINGLES-1-1.pdf

Key Findings:

Anti-trans hate is rampant and intensifying over time.

e 8in 10 participants reporting an increase in online anti-trans hate since 2020, corresponding

with disinformation promoted by politicians and media outlets.

e 7in 10 participants reported an increase in the two months preceding the survey coinciding
with the tour of anti-trans lobbyist Kellie-Jay Keen.

e Anti-trans abuse, harassment, vilification and violence are rampant in Australia with virtually all
participants reporting they witnessed online anti-trans hate in the previous 12 months.

e Participants reported an increase in anti-trans hate in the two years preceding the survey

e Trans people further experienced anti-trans violence, including spitting, grabbing, punching,
assault by groups, assault with objects and weapons, and sexual assault

Summary of Results:

Trans Respondents

Fiay

Online hate

In the last year

@ 1in2
experienced
anti-trans hate online

QR _93

N7

In-person hate

In the last year

@ 1in2

experienced anti-trans
hate in-person

%

Violence

In the last year

M1in10

experienced
anti-trans violence

Since 2020

|~ 1in3
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate online

Since 2020

|~ 1in3

reported an increase in
anti-trans hate in-person

Since 2020

|~ 1in10
reported an increase
in anti-trans violence

In the prior two months

|2 1in3
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate online

In the prior two months

|~ 1ina
reported an increase in
anti-trans hate in-person

In the prior two months

|~ 1in10
reported an increase
in anti-trans violence
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Recommendations:

Based on the above findings, the Trans Justice Project and Victorian Pride Lobby recommend that
State, Territory and Federal Governments work collaboratively to:

"4

Introduce Federal and State anti-vilification
laws to protect the entire LEGBTQIA+
community from abuse, harassment,
vilification and violence

"4

Work together with social media
companies to stop the spread of anti-trans
disinformation and anti-LGBTQIA+ hate
groups

"4

Strengthen media regulations to ensure
greater accountability for news outlets
that promote anti-trans disinformation

Context:

4

Investigate community-led interventions
to curb anti-LGBTQIA+ extremism and
de-radicalisation approaches

4

Provide funding for research into the causes
and impacts of anti-trans abuse, harassment,
vilification and violence and strategies for
addressing them

4

We hope that the grave findings in this
report can help inform efforts to promote
the safety and well-being of trans people
across Australia

The 2015 moral panic about Safe Schools introduced anti-trans and far-right talking points into political
and media discourse, many of which were recycled during the marriage equality postal survey.

Right wing politicians and fundamentalist Christian lobbies have effectively spread anti-trans narratives
revolving around children’s safety, women’s safety, and fairness in sport, which have been
mainstreamed by conservative media and utilised by far-right extremist groups in recruitment efforts.

Timeline:

Safe Schools
In 2015, the Australian Christian Lobby launched a campaign linked LGBTIQ Education for children as
indoctrination and ‘sexualising children. ‘National MP George Christianson compared the program to
“child grooming”.

Marriage Equality Postal Survey
In 2017 the ‘No’ campaigners including far right activists tied marriage equality to paedophilia and child
abuse, trans women raping women in bathrooms, claims that boys would be forced to wear dresses at
school
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Anti-Trans disinformation in Media
In 2019, The Australian created a “gender issues” column and published 68 articles between June and
August, 98% of which were negative.

In 2021, a review of articles published about trans people from the top 10 most widely read outlets
between jan 2019 and dec 2020 found 90% of the articles framed transgender people and issues
negatively.

Anti-Trans Lobbying
In 2022, Liberal candidate Katherine Deves’ preselection led to media coverage of her anti-trans views,
her role in developing trans-exclusionary legislation, and her description of campaign supporting LGBT
youth as “grooming tactic” used by ‘gender extremists’.

In Feb 2023, Victorian Liberal MP Moira Demming’s inaugural speech conflated trans women using
female change rooms with “sexual harassment and indecent exposure”.

In March 2023, high-profile anti-trans lobbyist Kellie-Jay Keen (aka Posie Parker) completed a national
speaking tour, which was supported and partially financed by the Conservative Political Action
Conference (CPAC). Her rally in Melbourne attracted the National Socialist Network, Australia’s largest
neo-nazi organisation, which brought a banner calling trans people ‘peado freaks’

In May 2023, at least 9 Victorian councils cancelled Drag Storytime events due to threats from
conspiracy theorists and the far right.

International:
In 2019, anti-trans hate crimes rose by 81% in the UK

In 2023, the UK used its veto power over the Scottish government for the first time to veto a law that
would make it easier for trans people to change their legally recognised sex.

In the USA, 566 anti-trans Bills have been introduced across 49 states aiming to restrict trans people’s
access to education, bathrooms, healthcare, legal protections and sports. The US Supreme Court has
also repealed anti-discrimination protections for LGBTQIA+ people across the country.
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As discussed today.

Director, Strategic Communications
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Australian Human Rights Commission
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001
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The Commission supports flexible working arrangements, and | am sending this message at a time that is convenient to me and my
work schedule. It is not my expectation that you read, respond, or follow up on this email outside your hours of work.

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Gadigal peoples of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to their
Elders, past, present and future.

From:
Sent: Monday, September 18, 2023 11:21 AM

Cc: Leanne Smith
Subject: Dis/misinformation - taking a strategic approach across the AHRC [SEC=OFFICIAL]



















































Meetings in Perth

215t September:
















RAINBOW Futures WA
22" September,11.40-12.20pm

_Rainbow Futures WA created to enable a united voice for the whole
community to work with government. -work on systemic law reform issues. Most
organisations are part of Rainbow Futures. WA has the most difficult gender recognition
process in Australia so they want to change that. Also very keen to see what is happening with
the Equal opportunities Act. -were very concerned to see what happened to the Aboriginal
Heritage Act, repealed after 2 years. The only opposition now is the nationals with 2 members.




Rainbow labour are very supportive of Rainbow Futures WA. They have an election in 2025 but
won’t want to introduce legislation which could be controversial in 2024. They are concerned
that the legislation isn’t introduced in November which includes Pride month and lots of
activities.

Other issues of importance are: eliminating conversion practices in WA and ensuring access to
surrogacy legally.

Another issue is intersex variations and working with the Health sector to stop surgery. | ask
whether WA discrimination law includes intersex people. They don’t know. They also want a
whole of government approach to issues.

_is the other participant in the meeting.

| ask about intersectional approaches to LGBQTIA issues. talks about a project which
is intergenerational between First Nations elders and young people with queer identity. There
is also a research project with , with NEAMI
and has organisations across the State. It includes First Poeples Rainbow Mob and rainbow
Migrants and QPOC.

There is a real lack of funding from government for projects.

Most of their members

Pride WA used to be focussed on celebrations in Pride month November but now have a
greater focus on systemic issues also.

| ask whether there is an issue of exclusion of Trans women from Lesbian spaces. They say they
don’t think so. They are very clear that women’s events are all inclusive. Pride WA is
committed to women’s inclusivity.

They have had issues around Drag Story hours with some anti trans activities. But in the City of
Bayswater there was a very queer friendly bookshop which stayed firm and did not cancel
events. For this reason the drag story hours have kept going. There were about 100
protesters/supporters present to ensure it was a family friendly and supportive event.

Also the is very supportive and is part of the community.

Priorities for me? And their priorities?
1. Protecting the trans community and gender recognition reform as this could get nasty.
2. Intersex community working with them



3. Breaking into the education system to educate and stop conversion practices.
4. Young people have a lack of housing, only 1-2 safe places which queer youth would go
to.







From: Section 47k

Sent: Wednesday, 4 October 2023 12:32 PM
To:
Subject: RE: Connection request for_ to Discuss Anti-LGBTIQ Mobilisation in

Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

You don't often get email from SiEEHISINIGREREN Lc2n why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Verify the sender before you click links or open
attachments. Email purporting to be from staff may be an impersonation attempt.

Hi S

Great to chat to you, this is one of the pieces | mentioned: https://www.isdglobal.org/digital dispatches/colorado-
springs-shooting-the-latest-in-a-transnational-upward-trend-of-anti-Igbtg-hate/

an

I'll check with my colleagues about sharing the long draft chapter and setting up a time for a chat &

Cheers

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 4 October 2023 11:54 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: Connection request for_ to Discuss Anti-LGBTIQ Mobilisation in Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Thanks Jiil

I'll aim to give you a ring around 2pm &

From:
Sent: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 9:22 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: Connection request for_ to Discuss Anti-LGBTIQ Mobilisation in Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

You don't often get email fro_. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Verify the sender before you click links or open
attachments. Email purporting to be from staff may be an impersonation attempt.

i,

Thanks for getting in touch and sorry for the delayed response. I'd be very happy to talk about the work we’ve done
and the kinds of mobilisation we’ve been seeing, feel free to give me a call on_.

Best wishes,



rrom: ST

Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 1:02 AM
To: ISD <info@isdglobal.org>
Subject: Connection request for_ to Discuss Anti-LGBTIQ Mobilisation in Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

To the Institute of Strategic Dialogue,

/m reaching out after hearing SRS <>« EESIRIRNIEE

I - 0out your organisation’s latest report on Anti-Drag+ Mobilization. | recently started
at the Australian Human Rights Commission as their SOGII advisor and the report on Anti-
Drag mobilisation is already informing our strategies and initiatives. | was hoping to be
connected with [JRESIIEE to discuss this work in greater detail.

Specifically, | am interested in understanding the strategies employed by anti-LGBTIQ+
groups in Australia, how they can be countered, and the broader impact on the rights and
safety of community members.

Please let me know if there is a convenient way to facilitate this connection or if you have any
suggestions on how to proceed. | am sincerely grateful for your assistance in making this
communication possible.

Thank you for considering my request, and for the work you do.

Advisor on SOGII

Australian Human Rights Commission
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001

| W humanrights.gov.au

Human rights: everyone, everywhere, everyday

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land | work, the Gadigal peoples of
the Eora Nation (Commission Office)

I < 2y my respects to their Elders, past and present.
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If you are not the intended recipient, any use or copying of any part

of this information is unauthorised. If you have received this email in
error, we apologise for any inconvenience and request that you notify
the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email, together

with any attachments.
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WARNING: The information contained in this email may be confidential.
If you are not the intended recipient, any use or copying of any part
of this information is unauthorised. If you have received this email in
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error, we apologise for any inconvenience and request that you notify
the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email, together

with any attachments.
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From:

To:

Subject: RE: Connection request for to Discuss Anti-LGBTIQ Mobilisation in Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 5 October 2023 12:15:20 PM

Attachments: Drag Queen Story Hour Report - Australia (draft) - Copy.docx

You don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Verify the sender before you click
links or open attachments. Email purporting to be from staff may be an impersonation attempt.

Hi

Attached is a draft copy of the Australia chapter for the Drag Queen Story Hour report, which I'm
sharing on the understanding that it’s confidential and will not be shared widely (if you want to
show it to just a few colleagues that’s fine though). | expect the final version will be substantially

shorter than this, and hopefully a bit more up to date since SIS 2"

obviously a lot has happened since then. Hope it’s useful!

I’'m still rounding up my colleagues to see if we can organise a time to have a chat with you, the
UK timezone is not enormously convenient though. Any chance you’d be able to do a quick call in
the evening (around 7 or 7:30pm) one day or is that too late?

Cheers

e
rrom: S

Sent: Wednesday, 4 October 2023 11:54 AM

To: SRS
c R

Subject: RE: Connection request for_ to Discuss Anti-LGBTIQ Mobilisation in
Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Thanks il

I'll aim to give you a ring around 2pm

from: SR
Sent: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 9:22 AM

To: S
cc: SR

Subject: RE: Connection request for_ to Discuss Anti-LGBTIQ Mobilisation in
Australia [SEC=0OFFICIAL]

You don't often get email from_ Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Verify the sender before you click
links or open attachments. Email purporting to be from staff may be an impersonation attempt.
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Anti-Drag Mobilisation in Australia, 2022-23

Elise Thomas

Executive Summary

Drag Queen Story Hours and similar drag events for child audiences have been held in libraries across Australia for several years. In previous years these events were mostly uncontroversial and the response to them positive, despite some critical commentary from right-wing media and politicians. In late 2022 and into 2023, however, the situation changed. 

Inspired by increasing anti-drag rhetoric and conspiracy theories about drag performers emanating from the US, a loose coalition has begun to mobilise to disrupt child audiences in Australia. At least 11 events across the country were targeted with online harassment and/or offline protest between September 2022 and May 2023. This is occurring in the context of broader anti-LGBTQ+ hate and mobilisation, including incidents during WorldPride celebrations in Sydney, a violent mass attack on pro-LGBTQ+ protesters and the attendance of neo-Nazis at an anti-trans rally in Melbourne. 

This country profile uses analysis of open sources including social media (primarily Facebook and Telegram), protest footage, media interviews and others to examine the growth of anti-drag hate in Australia. It breaks down the groups and influencers involved into four broad categories: fringe politicians and far right media; conspiracy theory groups left over from the anti-lockdown movement; neo-Nazis; and Christian groups active in anti-LGBTQ+ demonstrations. 

Mobilisation against DQSH events remains a very fringe issue in Australia. The most significant risks it poses are firstly to drag performers and the LGBTQ+ community, via hate speech and targeted harassment and the chilling effect on venues which may choose not to hold drag events out of concern about the reaction; secondly, the further radicalisation of groups and individuals who are already enmeshed in extreme beliefs; and thirdly, the impact on grassroots democratic institutions such as local councils. 

Introduction

While Australia undeniably has its own long history of discrimination against LGBTQ+ communities, the recent spike in harassment, protests and targeting of LGBTQ+ and drag performers in Australia is directly influenced by the rhetoric, disinformation and conspiracy theories emanating from the United States. 

Drag Queen Story Hour (DQSH) events have been held in libraries across Australia for many years, with a significant increase in numbers from roughly 2019 onwards. These events had at times attracted criticism[footnoteRef:1] and aggressive[footnoteRef:2] social media comments,[footnoteRef:3] but largely received a positive response. Only one event was physically protested in 2020 as part of a strange and sad episode[footnoteRef:4] in which the lead protester, a university student, took his own life[footnoteRef:5] the following day. The overwhelming majority of events went ahead without disruption. 	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Alas, we’re going to need to change all hyperlinks to footnotes. They won’t survive contact with Sarah’s legal review	Comment by Guest User: Done [1:  'Georges River Council defends drag queen story time at Kogarah Library', The Leader, 19 August 2019, https://www.theleader.com.au/story/6326388/council-defends-drag-queen-story-time-at-kogarah-library/]  [2:  'Maylands ‘Drag Queen Story Hour’ event attracts homophobic comments', Out in Perth, 9 November 2018, https://www.outinperth.com/maylands-drag-queen-story-hour-event-attracts-homophobic-comments/]  [3:  '“Sick, evil”: Melbourne library responds to online abuse over kids drag ‘storytime’ event', SBS News, 14 May 2019, https://www.sbs.com.au/news/the-feed/article/sick-evil-melbourne-library-responds-to-online-abuse-over-kids-drag-storytime-event/cpevv6obc]  [4:  'Drag queen storytime at Brisbane library disrupted by rightwing student group', The Guardian, 13 January 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/13/drag-queen-storytime-at-brisbane-library-disrupted-by-rightwing-student-group]  [5:  'Grief over death of Young Liberal Wilson Gavin after drag queen protest', The Guardian, 14 January 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jan/14/grief-over-death-of-young-liberal-wilson-gavin-after-drag-queen-protest] 


This changed in 2022. In what Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has described as importing “the worst of American politics,”[footnoteRef:6] a slew of family-friendly drag events have been targeted with online abuse and in-person protests over the past six months. Individual performers have faced harassment and threats, as have organisers and venue staff. Multiple events have been cancelled as a result of intimidation; others have gone ahead in the face of small protests, often with the support of larger numbers of counter-protesters.  [6:  'Drag queen targeted by threats calls for tougher response from authorities', The Age, 13 April 2023, https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/the-worst-of-american-politics-premier-backs-drag-performers-after-cafe-threats-20230413-p5d03x.html] 


This change appears to be directly linked to the increasing anti-drag rhetoric and conspiracy theories about drag performers emanating from the US. It is important to note that unlike in some parts of the US, where anti-trans and anti-drag rhetoric has been adopted by mainstream politicians and parties of government, in Australia it remains very much a fringe issue. Both progressive and conservative politicians have condemned threats and harassment aimed at the LGBTQ+ community. 

An important point to note is the way in which these threats and harassment tend to conflate drag performers and trans people. Obviously, in reality these are two distinct and separate groups of people (although some individuals may belong to both groups). However, this conflation in conspiracy theories and hate narratives currently being propagated means that functionally transphobia and dragphobia are deeply entwined: a threat to trans people is a threat to drag performers and vice versa.

This year, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese became the first ever sitting Prime Minister to walk in Sydney’s Mardi Gras (Australia’s biggest annual Pride march). In Victoria, after approximately 30 neo-Nazis attended an anti-trans rally and performed a Nazi salute on the steps of Parliament, the Premier ordered the trans flag to be flown[footnoteRef:7] outside government offices in a sign of solidarity with the trans community. Days later, a rally in support of trans people[footnoteRef:8] drew in a crowd of tens of thousands despite the classically unpredictable Melbourne weather. 	Comment by Tim Squirrell: What is, uh, classic Melbourne weather?	Comment by Guest User: Unpredictable and usually bad	Comment by Guest User: That day was freezing and pouring rain, getting that many people out in that weather was super impressive honestly [7:  'Transgender pride flag flies at Victorian Parliament', News.com.au, 21 March 2023, https://www.news.com.au/national/victoria/politics/transgender-pride-flag-flies-at-victorian-parliament/news-story/5a8b1b3e3b977fda5851af6ecce4a7f2]  [8:  'Trans pride supporters rally to ‘reclaim the streets’ after neo-Nazi clash', The Age, 31 March 2023, https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/trans-pride-supporters-rally-to-reclaim-the-streets-after-neo-nazi-clash-20230331-p5cx7o.html] 
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Fig 1: Trans Day of Visibility Rally, view down Bourke St from Parliament steps. Source: Victorian Pride Lobby Twitter.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://twitter.com/VicPrideLobby/status/1641933786534514689] 


There have been some efforts to build a political constituency based on anti-trans narratives. While data is limited, so far it appears that these attempts have either failed to gain traction or actively backfired. 

In the 2022 Federal Election, the then-Prime Minister Scott Morrison reportedly personally spearheaded[footnoteRef:10] the decision to stand an anti-trans Liberal candidate, Katherine Deves, in the seat of Wentworth in Sydney. This decision was controversial even within his own party,[footnoteRef:11] many of whom objected to Deves’ statements on trans people and particularly on transwomen. Deves comprehensively lost[footnoteRef:12] the traditionally conservative seat. Polling by LGBTQ+ group Equality Australia found that attacks on trans people likely cost the Liberal Party votes[footnoteRef:13] in Wentworth and Parramatta. [10:  'Morrison’s strategy a political masterstroke or moral failure', The Age, 12 May 2022, https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/morrison-s-strategy-a-political-masterstroke-or-moral-failure-20220511-p5akb9.html]  [11:  'PM dismisses internal Liberal dissent over Deves as a ‘pile on’', Australian Financial Review, 19 April 2022, https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/pm-dismisses-internal-liberal-dissent-over-deves-as-a-pile-on-20220419-p5aeen]  [12:  'Katherine Deves' defeat in Warringah 'a stunning rebuke of politics of division', advocates say', SBS News, 22 May 2022, https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/katherine-deves-defeat-in-warringah-a-stunning-rebuke-of-politics-of-division-advocates-say/6cd2ipzag]  [13:  'Attacks on trans people costing votes in Wentworth, Parramatta: new poll', Equality Australia, 24 April 2022, https://equalityaustralia.org.au/election-research/] 
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Fig 2: Polling results for the seat of Wentworth. Source: Redbridge Poll for Equality Australia, Wentworth Poll 19-21 April 2022.[footnoteRef:14]   [14:  Redbridge Poll for Equality Australia, Wentworth Poll 19-21 April 2022, https://equalityaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Wentworth-Poll_April.pdf] 


Fringe rather than mainstream voices are therefore the driving force behind the recent anti-LGBTQ+ mobilisation in Australia. Many if not most of these voices were also instrumental in importing anti-vaccine and political conspiracy theories to Australia during the pandemic, largely from the US. As the US fringe and far right ecosystems have (somewhat) shifted focus from COVID conspiracy theories to anti-LGBTQ+ hate, so their Australian analogues have followed.[footnoteRef:15] 	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Our style guide says COVID rather than Covid [15:  'Anti-vaxxers and the freedom movement’s new target: the LGBTIQA+ community', Crikey, 24 June 2022, https://www.crikey.com.au/2022/06/24/anti-vaxxers-and-freedom-movements-target-lgbtiqa-community/] 


The voices amplifying and mobilising around anti-LGBTQ+ and anti-drag conspiracy theories can roughly be broken down into four categories, with significant overlap between them:

· Conspiracy and anti-vaccine influencers and communities

· Far right media and political parties (most of whom also promoted anti-lockdown or anti-vaccine views during the pandemic)

· Far right/Nazi groups (numerically extremely small but with the ability to have an outsized media impact)

· Some specific Christian groups, particularly in areas of Western Sydney

Many individuals may belong to more than one of these categories, for example politicians from fringe far right parties who were elected off the back of an anti-vaccine campaign, or conspiracy theory influencers who are also Christians and who have incorporated their religious and conspiratorial beliefs. 

What ties the first three of these groups together (conspiracy theorists, far right and neo-Nazi groups, and fringe right-wing media and political pundits) is that they are all actively seeking social fractures which they can exploit to their own benefit. Their antipathy towards drag performers is genuine, but their sudden focus on this particular group of ‘enemies’ (as opposed to all of their other previous targets) is an opportunistic response to what is happening in the US and more broadly overseas. 

This landscape reflects the information ecosystem which built up during the early years of the pandemic to share anti-vaccine and anti-lockdown content (including influencers, Telegram channels, Facebook groups and offline community groups) attempting to evolve to survive in a post-lockdown world. 

This is an information ecosystem built, fundamentally, on shared anger and resentment. Without the restrictions of the pandemic to foment that anger, this motley coalition of forces need to invent new enemies to unite against. Taking a lead from their equivalents in the right-wing and conspiracy ecosystems in the US, many in Australia appear to be trying to cast drag performers in that role. 

Timeline and Summary

30/09/22: MELBOURNE Moonee Ponds ~8 members of neo-Nazi group National Socialist Network showed up to protest a drag performance at a family-friendly picnic event. NSN members were significantly outnumbered by police, but the drag performance component of the day was cancelled. 

8/12/22: MELBOURNE St Kilda Pride Centre cancelled a drag event aimed at young people in response to threats. Anti-fascist groups who had planned to counter-protest at the event turned up to protest anyway as did ~5 anti-trans protesters including one in a Proud Boys hoodie. 

15/02/23: LAUNCESTON The Australian Christian Lobby, a conservative right-wing lobby group which has made anti-LGBTQ+ campaigning a cornerstone of its platform,[footnoteRef:16] calls on Tasmanian Premier to stop a drag queen story hour, the premier refused and the event went ahead. ~4 protesters attended, as well as ~30 counter-protesters who largely drowned them out. 	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Is this a specific group? Sorry if all this is explained later, just commenting as I go	Comment by Guest User: Yes, this is the name of a specific group https://www.acl.org.au/	Comment by Elise Thomas: Added a short explanation and reference
 [16:  'Why is the Australian Christian Lobby waging a culture war over LGBTQ issues?', The Conversation, 4 February 2021, https://theconversation.com/why-is-the-australian-christian-lobby-waging-a-culture-war-over-lgbtq-issues-127805] 


25/02/23: SYDNEY Manly Library goes ahead with drag queen story hour event (in connection with World Pride) despite receiving a bomb threat, ~7 protesters attending alongside much larger counter-protests. 

22/03/23: SYDNEY – NON-DRAG EVENT A small group of LGBTQ+ protesters at Belfield Church protesting a speech by One Nation politician Mark Latham were violently attacked by a much larger group of black-clad men. The group appears to have some connections/crossover with ‘Christian Lives Matter’ movement, although CLM leader Charlie Bakhos denies any involvement. 

24/03/23: MOUNT GAMBIER Death threats made against library staff after the library held a Drag Queen Story Hour.

28/03/23: PERTH ‘Hateful’ flyers letter-dropped in local area ahead of a drag story hour event. The event has been taking place for five years before this without a problem. 

5/04/23: MELBOURNE Casey Council cancels drag workshops aimed at kids in response to threats online and in person when "a group barged into a council meeting and flung homophobic and transphobic comments throughout the room.” Note: This group seems to have been linked to A1, callout here for people to attend the council meeting. 

13/04/23: MELBOURNE Café cancels drag craft and games event for kids after receiving threats and abuse. Online comments suggested that members of the My Place conspiracy movement planned to track drag performers to their homes and/or to identify their car license plates, as well as making other threats to their safety. The café has held drag events for adult audiences for years without issue. 

22/04/23: NEWCASTLE A drag queen story hour targeted by threats went ahead amid a large counter-protest of supporters.

04/05/23: MELBOURNE Monash City Council calls off a planned DQSH in honour of IDAHOBIT Day at Oakleigh Library. 

15/05/23: MELBOURNE Eltham Library announces a DQSH in honour of IDAHOBIT Day will be moved online in response to threats.

Glossary

5G Conspiracy Theory: A conspiracy theory whose believers assert that 5G technology – which underpins the current fastest mobile phone networks – is being implemented for sinister purposes. These include the spreading of the COVID-19 virus. 

Anti-drag: Activity undertaken to oppose the hosting of drag shows. These are shows in which, typically, performers caricature or challenge gender stereotypes, often by dressing in clothing is stereotypical of another gender, using exaggeratedly gendered mannerisms, or combining elements of stereotypically male and female dress.1 Anti-drag activists normally oppose drag performances or performers appearing in front of minors at events such as all-ages drag shows and Drag Queen Story Hours.

Anti-lockdown: The term “anti-lockdown” has come to stand in for a range of positions held by individuals who broadly oppose the implementation of restrictions on individual freedoms in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Anti-lockdown individuals or groups may advocate for alternative approaches, such as emphasizing individual responsibility or the prioritization of other societal needs alongside public health considerations.

Anti-vaccine: The terms “vaccine sceptic” and “anti-vaxxer” cover a wide range of attitudes that are characterised by distrust of a specific vaccine or vaccines in general. Vaccine sceptics are not categorically opposed to vaccines, but have reservations of varying degrees about them. Certain vaccine sceptics accept some vaccines but reject others, sometimes including the COVID-19 vaccines. By way of contrast, anti-vaxxer are fundamentally opposed to vaccines. Their reasons range from suppositions derived from conspiracy theories to the deeply held belief that all vaccines represent a harmful intervention into the body’s biochemical processes.

Christian nationalist: Christian nationalism has multiple definitions, but for ISD’s purposes it is understood to be an ideology that “idealises and advocates a fusion of Christianity and American [or Australian, or British] civic life” (Whitehead and Perry 2020:10). Christianity in this form is typically racialised (as white) and exclusionary (implying that other religions cannot or should not be part of the nation).

Doxxing: Searching for and publishing the private data of individuals or organisations on the internet, usually with malicious intent.

Drag Queen Story Hour (DQSH): An event in which a drag performer (typically, though not always, a drag queen – usually a man dressed in female gendered clothes) reads books or tells stories, normally to children.

Extremism: Extremism is the advocacy of a system of belief that claims the superiority and dominance of one identity-based ‘in-group’ over all ‘out-groups.’ It propagates a dehumanising ‘othering’ mind-set that is antithetical to pluralism and the universal application of Human Rights.

Far-right: ISD’s definition of far-right is in line with far-right expert Cas Mudde, who conceptualises “far-right” as an umbrella term that includes both radical right-wing and extreme right-wing actors. Mudde states that both radical and extreme right-wing actors believe that “inequalities between people are natural and positive,” but have differing attitudes towards democracy. Radical right-wing actors are not against democracy in principle, while extreme right-wing actors reject democracy as a form of government.

Parents’ rights: In the context of this report, “parents’ rights” groups are organisations or collections of individuals whose unifying objective is to advocate for the rights of parents to choose the kinds of materials, lifestyles, ideologies and beliefs their children are exposed to. In this context, they may oppose the hosting of all-ages drag events or other events that showcase LGBTQ+ identities.

Save The Children: In this context, Save The Children (often stylised #SaveTheChildren) is a conspiracy theory offshoot of QAnon, claiming that there is a wide-reaching conspiracy by powerful individuals who are trafficking children for the purposes of paedophilia and ritualistic abuse.14

Sovereign Citizens: The Sovereign Citizens movement comprises a highly heterogenous anti-government ideology that originated in the United States. Adherents are united in their belief that the U.S. government illegitimately rules over them. They live under the assumption that by declaring themselves sovereign, they are not obliged to abide with government legislation.   

While it is an ideology that has manifested in many different forms, contemporary interpretations are frequently linked to conspiratorial and extremist beliefs. U.S. law enforcement agencies have labelled the movement a domestic terrorist threat. In recent years, anti-government sentiments in relation to imposed COVID-19 measures triggered a surge in popularity of Sovereign Citizens-related ideas in many national contexts.

White nationalism: White nationalism is advocacy for a separate white society or white nation, also sometimes referred to as a white ethnostate. The Anti-Defamation League describes white nationalism as a euphemism for white supremacy; the term is now used to “refer to a form of white supremacy that emphasizes defining a country or region by white racial identity and which seeks to promote the interests of whites exclusively, typically at the expense of people of other backgrounds”.

White supremacism: White supremacy is a system of belief that posits the superiority of whites over non-whites, and advocates that white people should be politically and socially dominant over non-white people. This can extend to a belief in the need for violence against, or even the genocide of, non-white people.

Tactics

As in other countries, anti-drag campaigners in Australia have used a variety of tactics to attempt to have drag shows cancelled or otherwise protest their existence. This section provides a brief overview of the most common tactics, explored in detail below.

Protesting

In some cases, anti-drag activists have physically protested drag events. In Australia these protests have typically been very small and met with larger numbers of counter-protestors. In addition to protesting drag events themselves, anti-drag activists have turned up at a local council meeting with the intention of disrupting it in protest over a planned future drag event, calling councillors “paedophiles.” 

Threats, intimidation and harassment

As well as physical protest, anti-drag campaigners have engaged in threats, harassment and intimidation in an attempt to have drag events cancelled. For example, during WorldPride a bomb threat was made to a library hosting a DQSH event.[footnoteRef:17] One drag event was cancelled after neo-Nazi leader Thomas Sewell threatened to attend and ”bring as many Nazis as possible and reinforce to the public that paedophile groomers must be destroyed.”  [17:  'Police respond to bomb threat; Rainbow counter protest drowns out drag queen story hour protest at Manly Library', Manly Observer, 25 February 2023, https://manlyobserver.com.au/rainbow-counter-protest-drowns-out-drag-queen-story-hour-protest-bomb-threats-at-manly-library/ ] 


Review-bombing

Review-bombing is a practice wherein a large number of online users attempt to undermine the reputation of an institution by leaving negative reviews on public pages, en masse. In this context, it has been deployed by anti-drag campaigners (in some cases egged on by figures such as Monica Smit, discussed below) to review-bomb the Facebook page of the Monash Public Library Service, which has hosted all-ages drag events.

Narratives

The most common narratives used to undermine and protest all-ages drag events are described here, with further details of how each of these is deployed to be found elsewhere in this report. 

Drag performers are “grooming” children Drag performers are predatory paedophiles, and drag is inherently sexual and unsuitable for children


By far the most common allegation made by anti-drag campaigners is that all drag performances are inappropriate for children because, they assert, drag is always sexual in every context. Many campaigners take it further, accusing drag performers of being paedophiles seeking to 'groom’ and prey on children who attend their events. Event organisers and local government actors are accused of enabling paedophilia, or of being paedophiles themselves. 



Various actors have sought to insinuate or outright claim that drag performers are attempting to either indoctrinate or abuse children. For example, Senator Ralph Babet has written that councils are trying to “indoctrinate and groom children into this ideology,” with the meaning of “this ideology” unclear. 

Drag is inherently sexual and unsuitable for children

Senator Babet has claimed that “Drag is an entirely adult only concept. It’s not for kids. Leave the kids alone.” 

Drag performers are not representative of gay people

Reflecting similar narratives from the US spread by actors such as Gays Against Groomers, some Australian activists have claimed that gay people are “the victims” of drag performers, who are making them “look bad.” This claim ties in with the argument that drag is “grooming” or “indoctrination”, and that drag performers have a sinister agenda they are trying to impose on children. 

Actors

TKTKTK [brief intro on the kinds of actors and list]

Fringe politicians and far right media

As was the case during the pandemic, relatively little of the core content and narrative direction appears to be being generated by Australians themselves. The key narratives, much of the language (for example the specific slurs) and imagery comes from the US. 

Here’s one illustrative example of how this works: 

On 23 December 2022, Sara Gonzales, a US media figure and leader of Defend Our Kids Texas, was interviewed[footnoteRef:18] on the very right-wing Rita Panahi Show[footnoteRef:19] on Sky News about family friendly drag shows in the US. Panahi’s live TV audience is small (36,000 live viewers[footnoteRef:20] across the country in February 2023) but the clip has been viewed almost 180,000 times on YouTube as of 19 April 2023. Much of Sky News’ audience engagement now takes place on social media, and the broadcaster’s strategy for its talk show hosts like Panahi is increasingly based on producing polarising content which appeals to its right-wing social media audiences rather than trying to break through to a broader viewership.  [18:  'Taking children to drag shows is no different to a ‘strip club’', Sky News Australia, 23 December 2022, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8g3q9-l61k]  [19:  'Right-wing refugee: the rise of Rita Panahi', SBS News, 2 February 2016,  https://www.sbs.com.au/feature/x-right-wing-refugee-rise-rita-panahi-x]  [20:  'TV Ratings February 3, 2023', Media Week, 4 February 2023,  https://www.mediaweek.com.au/tv-ratings-february-3-2023-seven-wins-with-better-homes-and-gardens-and-the-chase-combo/] 


"Now we've seen Drag Queen Story Time rolled out not just in the US, but right here in Australia..." Panahi began the segment, drawing a rhetorical connection between the subsequent footage of all-ages drag shows in Texas and DQSH in Australia.	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Is it Times or Hours?	Comment by Guest User: Both, AFAIK there's no standardised term in Australia https://events.humanitix.com/drag-queen-story-time

On 8 April, over three months later, Senator Ralph Babet tweeted out a clip of the interview. Babet was elected in 2022 as a Senator for the United Australia Party off the back of the anti-lockdown and anti-vaccine movements,[footnoteRef:21] as well as a monumental ad spend[footnoteRef:22] by billionaire Clive Palmer. In the tweet, Babet called for drag performers to be placed on a watch list and to have their homes and computers searched. [21:  'Meet Ralph Babet, Clive Palmer acolyte and Victoria’s newest senator', Crikey, 20 June 2022, https://www.crikey.com.au/2022/06/20/meet-ralph-babet-clive-palmer-acolyte-and-maybe-victorias-newest-senator/]  [22:  'Clive Palmer spends 100 times more than major parties on advertising, Sydney Morning Herald, 20 February 2022, https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/clive-palmer-spends-100-times-more-than-major-parties-on-advertising-20220218-p59xq4.html] 
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Fig 3: Tweet from United Australia Party Senator Ralph Babet. Source: @SenatorBabet Twitter account.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  https://twitter.com/senatorbabet/status/1644688051061547008] 


On the same day, Babet tweeted about an announcement from the City of Casey council (in Melbourne) that planned drag workshops for children would be cancelled in the face of threats. Babet lauded those who had called the council to “complain” and asked commenters to suggest other councils holding drag events for children which should be targeted. In the tweet, he included a clip from US-based anti-LGBTQ+ campaigner Libs of TikTok. 

[image: ]

Fig 4: Tweet from United Australia Party Senator Ralph Babet. Source: @SenatorBabet Twitter account.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  https://twitter.com/senatorbabet/status/1644574236420493312] 


Babet’s tweet also included a quote from a Substack post by Sky News host James McPherson, Panahi’s colleague. This post in turn is based around an embedded Libs of TikTok tweet. Babet posted the Substack article on his small Telegram channel; it received just three comments directly, but when reposted by Clive Palmer it was seen by over 11,000 Telegram users and received 102 comments, many of which spread malicious conspiracy theories, baselessly accused drag performers of paedophilia and called for violence against them, including death threats.	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Is this someone we should know?	Comment by Guest User: He's described two pars up, he's the billionaire who bankrolled Babet into office	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Sorry, brain like a sieve
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Fig 4: Telegram comment in Craig Kelly’s channel, in response to a post about drag performances for children. Source: Craig Kelly’s Telegram channel.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  https://t.me/craigkelly] 


This example highlights the way in which fringe right-wing voices in Australian media and politics are relying almost entirely on content emerging from the US, and to some extent Canada and the UK, to fuel the anti-drag narrative cycle with which they are seeking to engage their audiences. As a direct consequence, conspiracy theories and death threats were made against Australian drag performers; people were encouraged to harass local Australian councils planning drag events; and an elected Senator (albeit a fringe one with no meaningful power to pass legislation) calling for performers to be put on a watchlist and treated as suspected paedophiles. 

Christian extremistsFringe Christian groups and conspiracy theorists	Comment by Elise Thomas: I wouldn't call them extremists, I don't think we have the evidence that as a whole they're radical enough to call extremists (as opposed to just conspiracy-scented homophobes)

Christian elements were present among parts of the Australian conspiracy movement during the early years of the pandemic, in part resulting from the links between some American Evangelical communities and QAnon.[footnoteRef:26] However, particularly in comparison to the US, in Australia this was very much an undertone rather than a core component of the movement.  [26:  'It’s Time to Talk About Violent Christian Extremism', Politico, 2 April 2021, https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/02/04/qanon-christian-extremism-nationalism-violence-466034] 


This began to shift roughly around early 2022. The changing role of Christianity in the conspiracy movement was particularly visible in the Convoy to Canberra protests,[footnoteRef:27] in which some secular protesters objected to the increasingly prominent Christian messaging of self-appointed protest leaders. It may or may not be a coincidence that this shift started to occur around the same time as the mass protest movement lost momentum, as a result of the lifting of pandemic restrictions. Further study would be needed to determine how and why the Australian conspiracy community has moved to more overtly and directly embrace Christian fundamentalist messaging in the post-lockdown era.  [27:  https://twitter.com/elisethoma5/status/1492390891184885767] 


At the end of that year, in December 2022, two police officers and an innocent bystander were shot dead in an ambush attack by three people in Wieambilla, Queensland. The perpetrators appear to have subscribed to a cocktail of conspiracy theory and fundamentalist Christian beliefs, and were in regular contact with a fundamentalist Christian conspiracy theorist preacher in the United States.[footnoteRef:28] The attack has been designated as Australia’s first fundamentalist Christian terrorist attack.[footnoteRef:29] [28:  'US religious conspiracist linked to Queensland police killers Gareth and Stacey Train', The Guardian, 16 December 2022, https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/dec/16/us-religious-conspiracist-linked-to-queensland-police-killers-gareth-and-stacey-train]  [29:  'Queensland police say Wieambilla shooting was 'a religiously motivated terrorist attack', ABC, 16 February 2023, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-16/wieambilla-police-shooting-religious-terrorist-attack/101983612] 


Religious language and symbology is playing a central role in the demonisation of drag performers by conspiracy and fringe right-wing communities in Australia. Posts and comments in social media communities frequently refer to drag performers as Satanic (language which also links in to QAnon conspiracy theories about a supposed Satanic paedophile cabal) or demonic. Some posters appear to mean this in a literal rather than metaphorical sense. 
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Fig 5: Telegram comments from the Craig Kelly post referenced above. Source: Craig Kelly Telegram channel.[footnoteRef:30]	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Not sure where we stand on linking to this material. Is it possible to archive it and link to that?	Comment by Guest User: They're chat comments rather than posts so not archivable. I can just source to Kelly's Telegram generally?	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Yeah that'd be fine - wonder if in future there's a way we could archive them by screenshot upload or similar? Feels like useful evidence to have [30:  https://t.me/craigkelly] 


This is profoundly concerning. Violence against marginalised groups begins with dehumanisation. It operates through the creation of a narrative which frames the marginalised group, perversely, as aggressors, meaning that violence against them is not only permissible but justified and righteous. 

During and in the immediate aftermath of the WorldPride and Mardi Gras celebrations in Sydney a number of concerning incidents took place.[footnoteRef:31] A bomb threat[footnoteRef:32] was made to a library holding a DQSH event. The event ultimately went ahead successfully despite a very small number of protesters (who were met by a larger counter-protest). Christian activists attempted to disrupt a church service for LGBTQ+ Christians, and harassed church volunteers painting a rainbow on the steps of another church. Some individuals later filmed themselves vandalising the steps, and the footage was widely and approvingly shared among some Christian groups in social media. A large group of black-clad men chanting the Lord’s Prayer marched down a well-known LGBTQ+ friendly street. Videos and posts about these incidents were repeatedly published by the ‘Christian Lives Matter’ group,[footnoteRef:33] although leader Charlie Bakhos denies being involved in organising the incidents. 	Comment by Tim Squirrell: In other country profiles we’ve gone with Drag Queen Story Hour and then shortened to DQSH in subsequent uses. I think for sake of consistency we can do that here too. [31:  'Sydney’s WorldPride celebrated progress, but anti-LGBTQ+ threats and conspiracy theories cast a shadow', Institute for Strategic Dialogue, 15 March 2023, https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/sydneys-worldpride-celebrated-progress-but-anti-lgbtq-threats-and-conspiracy-theories-cast-a-shadow/]  [32:  'Police respond to bomb threat; Rainbow counter protest drowns out drag queen story hour protest at Manly Library', Manly Observer, 25 February 2023, https://manlyobserver.com.au/rainbow-counter-protest-drowns-out-drag-queen-story-hour-protest-bomb-threats-at-manly-library/]  [33:  '‘Soldiers of God’: The religious rights movement born in a Strathfield office', Sydney Morning Herald, 24 March 2023, https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/soldiers-of-god-the-religious-rights-movement-born-in-a-strathfield-office-20230323-p5cuq1.html] 


In the most physically violent incident, several hundred black-clad men ambushed a group of approximately 15 LGBTQ+ supporters who had attended St Michael’s Church in Belfield to protest a speech by Mark Latham, a politician with the fringe right One Nation party.[footnoteRef:34] Latham had been invited to the church to speak about the “trans agenda” eroding parental rights in schools.  [34:  'Video shows LGBTQ protesters pleading for help outside Mark Latham event', Sydney Morning Herald, 22 March 2023, https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/two-arrested-after-hundreds-turn-on-lgbtq-protesters-outside-mark-latham-event-20230322-p5cu6b.html] 


Ahead of the event, screenshots and rumours about the planned LGBTQ+ protest had circulated in local social media channels, in particular communities linked to the ‘Christan Lives Matter’ group. Members of this community, including many wearing ‘Christian Lives Matter’ branded black shirts, appear to have planned to gather in numbers inside the church with the specific goal of ambushing and confronting the protesters. 

In one example, a man named Christian Sukkar filmed a video[footnoteRef:35] of himself the day before the event calling on “the real motherfucking Gs, you go there tomorrow and you fucking shake [the LGBTQ+ protesters] up, and you drag them by their fucking head, and you remove them from St Michael’s Belfield. Time to rise, time to let them know where we stand.” Sukkar was subsequently charged by police for inciting violence.[footnoteRef:36]  [35:  https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3098251083810158]  [36:  '‘Time to rise’: Christian activist charged after protest violence', Sydney Morning Herald, 22 March 2023, https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/time-to-rise-christian-activist-charged-after-protest-violence-20230322-p5cufb.html] 


The attack on the LGBTQ+ protesters was extremely violent, with bottles, rocks and glass allegedly thrown at them and at police.[footnoteRef:37] The police who initially attended the event were quickly overwhelmed, and the riot squad had to be called in to break it up. Three people were arrested and charged.[footnoteRef:38]  [37:  'The five words that led to a violent attack on a suburban street', Sydney Morning Herald, 22 March 2023, https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/the-five-words-that-led-to-a-violent-attack-on-a-suburban-street-20230322-p5cude.html]  [38:  'Apology from Pro-Christian ranter charged after violent protests', Daily Telegraph, 23 March 2023, https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au%2Ftruecrimeaustralia%2Fpolice-courts-nsw%2Fthird-man-charged-over-wild-clash-between-christian-and-protrans-protesters-outside-a-belfield-church] 
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Fig 6: Photograph of mob attack on LGBTQ+ protesters outside St. Michael’s in Belfield, Sydney. The pro-LGBTQ+ protesters took shelter between two parked cars, shielded by a small number of police, while surrounded by a crowd of several hundred. The riot squad later arrived to break up the incident and the protesters were evacuated in a police car. Source: ABC.[footnoteRef:39]  [39:  'Two charged, riot police called after mob clashes with LGBT activists outside Mark Latham speech', ABC, 22 March 2023, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-03-22/two-charged-after-protest-outside-mark-latham-speech/102127830] 


Strikingly, the response by those involved in the attack and their supporters has been to paint themselves as the victims. In Christian Sukkar’s own telling, they were simply defending their values and their beliefs, and were pushed over the edge by the behaviour of the protesters when he alleges they intentionally broke a crucifix in front of the church (despite the many people filming and livestreaming the day’s events, no one seems to have caught this moment on film). 	Comment by Guest User: Unsure about keeping this link in as it goes to Chriscoveries' livestream	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Yeah I don't like that; is it archivable at all?	Comment by Elise Thomas: I don't know of a way to publicly archive Facebook videos, archive.is is a complete fail on it (see: https://archive.is/kORvJ ). I'll check with Kevin and see if he knows of anything 

A notable feature of the rumours around the protesters was that they were coming from Newtown, well-known for being a highly progressive inner-city area, to Belfield, an area dominated by more traditional and conservative ethnic communities, particularly Lebanese Christians and Muslims. Although there was never any proof presented that the pro-LGBTQ+ protesters actually lived in Newtown, this underlying tension between different areas representing different cultural values in Sydney also played a role in the clash. 

In an interview with a supportive livestreamer after the protest, Sukkar was asked why he thought the pro-LGBTQ+ protesters had come to Belfield to begin with. “Mark Latham was giving a speech on homo- um, on transgenders [sic] and what they want to introduce into the schools… I don’t think they were there to protest. The biggest question is who sent them. Who sent them? Why are they there?”	Comment by Guest User: Ditto as above	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Same as above from me too	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Interesting conflation of all LGBTQ+ identities, consistent with the conflation of drag performers and trans people, along with the obligatory reference to sex education/’gender ideology’ in schools. Really a good example of the whole thing.	Comment by Guest User: Yeah, and I thought the bit where Sukkar kept saying "who sent them" was really interesting - hints at some deeper conspiratorial beliefs which Chriscoveries (who livestreams a lot of anti-vax/"freedom"/conspiracy protests, claims to be neutral but very much isn't) steered him away from talking about pretty quickly

Later he said “I believe that the gays are… they’re not behind this, they’re the victims. There’s a lot of people who are hiding behind the LGBT [sic] who are making the gays look bad. The gays are not our enemies, you want to identify as anything, go hard. Don’t come near my children, don’t come near my faith.”

What this example highlights is the way in which anti-trans and anti-drag narratives amplified by political figures – in this case Mark Latham – help to exacerbate existing local tensions over social norms and values. Sydney is a highly diverse and multicultural city. While often this is a strength, it can also lead to friction where the values of highly progressive communities brush up against those of more traditional religious and ethnic communities. 

COVID Conspiracy Theorists

[bookmark: _Int_dT9JaNGg]Over the course of successive lockdowns and major public health restrictions on daily life during the pandemic, a cottage industry of influencers built platforms and income streams around promoting conspiracy theory, anti-vaccine and anti-lockdown views. As the COVID-19 restrictions have largely faded into the background these influencers have lost their core raison d'être. Consequently, their audiences have significantly lost interest in them. 

A number of these influencers are now attempting to pivot to using anti-LGBTQ+ and anti-drag narratives as a way to engage the flagging interest of their followers. They are also shifting tactics, from large-scale street protests (which they no longer have the numbers for) to small-scale protests, in particular targeting local councils. 

An illustrative example of this is what occurred before and during the Monash City Council meeting on 26 April. Monash City Council is responsible for Oakleigh Library, which had planned to hold a DQSH on 19 May in honour of the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia (IDAHOBIT) Day. 

Monica Smit is a former reality TV contestant who refashioned herself as an anti-lockdown protest leader in 2020-21.[footnoteRef:40] Smit is the founder and leader of Reignite Democracy, an anti-lockdown protest group which has steadily been losing money and energy since early 2022.[footnoteRef:41] Smit has made several attempts to reinvent and reinvigorate the group: as a political party, as a global and more broad-based conspiracy theory and protest movement; and even as a legal firm. None appear to have been particularly successful.  [40:  'Judge questions case against anti-lockdown activist Monica Smit', News.com.au, 9 December 2022, https://www.news.com.au/national/victoria/courts-law/activist-tells-magistrate-she-wont-pay-the-fine-for-cho-breaches/news-story/8a6c013a79af162d20b80f39ddb30fd2]  [41:  'Australia’s anti-vaccine movement is collapsing', Crikey, 25 March 2022, https://www.crikey.com.au/2022/03/25/australias-anti-vaccine-movement-is-collapsing/] 


On 14 April, 2023, Smit posted to Reignite Democracy’s Telegram channel. In the post she wrote about how she “came across this new project”: a website called Voice for Kids, which appears to be aimed at coordinating and mobilising people to protest against drag queen events for children. As of mid-April the site was particularly focused on Monash Council, to protest the upcoming drag story hour event at Oakleigh Library. 



[image: ]

Fig: Telegram post in Reignite Democracy Australia, run by Monica Smit. Source: Reignite Democracy Telegam channel.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  https://archive.is/vnaWC] 


Unfortunately for Smit, it was quickly noticed that the website for the project which she supposedly just “came across” had been registered by Monica Smit herself. 
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Fig: Whois data for voiceforkids.com.au



In a follow-up post Smit then claimed that she had only helped Voice for Kids set up ‘their’ website, and continued to claim that it was a group separate from herself and Reignite Democracy.[footnoteRef:43]  [43:  https://archive.is/oDSZw] 


In subsequent posts to the Reignite Democracy channel Smit published the email address of a Monash council staff member, as well as the email addresses and social media accounts of Monash Libraries. She urged her followers to contact the staff member and the library to complain about the upcoming drag story hour event. She also called on them to attend the council meeting planned for 26 April. This call was also made by other conspiracy theory influencers, particularly those connected to the My Place movement.[footnoteRef:44]  [44:  'Anti-vax group My Place is pushing to take 'control of council decisions', ABC, 4 April 2023, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-04-04/anti-vax-group-my-place-plan-to-influence-your-local-council/102166182] 


Egged on by Smit,[footnoteRef:45] Facebook users targeted the Monash Library Service’s Facebook page with negative reviews, accusing the library of being paedophiles and groomers.  [45:  https://archive.is/NwXEv] 
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Fig: Reviews on the Monash Public Libraries’ Facebook page

Approximately 190 protesters attended the Monash City Council meeting on 26 April, in addition to councillors and members of the community there to attend to routine council business. Notably, this included several high-profile influencers/livestreamers who built their platform on the anti-vax movement, including ‘Real Rukshan’[footnoteRef:46] and Avi Yemini.[footnoteRef:47] A smaller group of approximately 30 trans rights supporters also attended. [46:  'Who is the Real Rukshan?', The Age, 25 September 2021, https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/who-is-the-real-rukshan-20210924-p58umr.html]  [47:  '‘Avi out’: the uncomfortable relationship between Rebel News and Australia’s anti-vaccine protesters', The Guardian, 11 February 2022, https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/feb/11/avi-out-the-uncomfortable-relationship-between-rebel-news-and-australias-anti-vaccine-protesters] 


Extra security staff and police officers had been brought in in preparation for the meeting, but despite this the meeting still had to be briefly suspended partway through due to the behaviour of protesters in the public gallery. The drag show was not on the council’s agenda for the meeting, but protesters began shouting at councillors during the discussion of questions around the council’s LGBTIQA+ Action Plan. Protesters reportedly called councillors “paedophiles” and called for them to be sacked and arrested for promoting “sex in front of our children”.[footnoteRef:48] [48:  '‘Paedophiles’: Protesters opposed to drag queen event hurl abuse at councillors', The Age, 26 April 2023, https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/protesters-descend-on-council-meeting-to-oppose-drag-queen-event-20230426-p5d3bo.html] 
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Figures X and X: Screenshots from ‘Real Rukshan’ Facebook livestream of the Monash City Council meeting. Attendees and protesters filled the council chamber (visible on the other side of the glass wall) and public gallery. 
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Figure X: An angry protester within the council room, shouting at councillors. Moments later many protesters also stood up and started shouting abuse at councillors. The council meeting was suspended for 15 minutes but later resumed. 

The behaviour at the Monash City Council meeting is part of a broader trend of aggressive disruption of local council meetings by conspiracy groups. The Age reports that at least 15 Victorian local councils have been targeted by organised conspiracy theorists, many of them rallied via calls on My Place Facebook groups and Telegram channels, in recent months.[footnoteRef:49]  This is a group which evolved out of the anti-vaccine and anti-lockdown protest movement, largely based in and around Melbourne, during 2020-early 2023, and which specifically targets local councils.[footnoteRef:50]  [49:  'Grossly unprepared’: Councils urged to make meetings online as abuse, protests grow', The Age, 26 April 2023, https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/grossly-unprepared-councils-urged-to-make-meetings-online-as-abuse-protests-grow-20230427-p5d3sz.html]  [50:  'Anti-vax group My Place is pushing to take 'control of council decisions' | 7.30', ABC, 4 April 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HS5XLKxhwDg] 


The fact that multiple well-known anti-vax and anti-lockdown influencers including Monica Smit, Rukshan Fernando and Avi Yemini all actively tried to involve themselves in this council protest reflects the way conspiracy theories about DQSHs are being incorporated into the broader pantheon of mobilising narratives. 

On 4 May, the Council announced that the event was cancelled.[footnoteRef:51] The final straw appears to have been a Telegram post on 2 May by neo-Nazi leader Thomas Sewell threatening to attend the event and to "bring as many Nazis as possible and reinforce to the public that paedophile groomers must be destroyed.” Counter-protests were also being planned by a number of groups, creating the strong likelihood of a confrontation at the event.  [51:  'IDAHOBIT event cancelled due to threats of violence', City of Monash, 4 May 2023, https://www.monash.vic.gov.au/About-Us/News/IDAHOBIT-event-cancelled-due-to-threats-of-violence] 


Victoria Police gave the council a security briefing in which they told councillors they could not guarantee the safety of the event given the expected attendance of multiple groups of both protesters and counter-protesters. Based on official police advice that the event could not be held safely, the council chose to cancel it, apologising to the LGBTIQA+ community and expressing ongoing commitment to the Monash LGBTIQA+ Action Plan.[footnoteRef:52] [52:  'LGBTIQA+ Action Plan', City of Monash, 25 March 2023, https://www.monash.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Corporate-Strategies-Plans/Plans-and-Strategies/LGBTIQA-Action-Plan] 


White supremacists and neo-Nazis

Numerically by far the smallest of all the anti-trans and anti-drag factions, Australia’s minute neo-Nazi groups have nonetheless received arguably the greatest amount of mainstream media attention.

Australian neo-Nazis first targeted a drag event aimed at child audiences in September 2022 when members of the National Socialist Network, led by Thomas Sewell, disrupted a family-friendly event which included a drag act in a suburban park in Moonee Ponds, Melbourne.

In many respects as a leader Sewell has, if anything, set back his own cause by playing a role in precipitating a ban on swastikas in his home state of Victoria.[footnoteRef:53] Multiple members of his group including Sewell himself have faced or are currently facing criminal charges.  [53:  'Victoria to become first state to ban the Nazi swastika', The Guardian, 11 May 2022, https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/may/11/victoria-to-become-first-state-to-ban-the-nazi-swastika] 


However, Sewell’s one consistent talent is in generating mainstream media coverage which arguably presents his tiny group as more powerful and more significant than they are. 

NSN’s anti-drag protests fit into this broader pattern of Sewell’s enthusiastic courting of media attention. The 2022 Moonee Ponds protest consisted of roughly seven group members standing in a line with banners, holding slogans and throwing neo-Nazi salutes, while Sewell and another group member walked around them taking photos. One banner featured the stage name of the specific drag performer alongside the words “Demon Flesh.”  Sewell also made a speech, which was filmed and put together into a video package which NSN published on Telegram.  
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Fig: Photos showing (top) National Socialist Network protesters and police, (bottom) Thomas Sewell holding a camera, at the Moonee Ponds Protest. Source: Telegram. 
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Fig: Screenshot from video showing size of protest. NSN members are barely visible behind the line of police in yellow vests. Source: Twitter.[footnoteRef:54]  [54:  https://twitter.com/CJMurrumbeena/status/1575706147839148032] 


Despite the tiny size of the protest and the fact that protesters were overwhelmingly outnumbered by police and, later, by counter-protesters, event organisers cancelled the drag component of the event programming planned for later that day.[footnoteRef:55] On Telegram Sewell described this as a “great victory” for NSN.  [55:  'Melbourne Neo-Nazis Target Drag Performer At Family-Friendly Youth Fest', Star Observer, 3 October 2022, https://www.starobserver.com.au/news/melbourne-neo-nazis-target-drag-performer-at-family-friendly-youth-fest/217074
] 


After the protest, Sewell collected and posted mainstream and social media coverage of the protest to his Telegram channel. 
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Fig: Screenshot of Thomas Sewell’s Telegram channel, showing posts linking to multiple news articles, clips from mainstream television coverage of the Moonee Ponds protest. 



[image: ]

Fig: Video package which NSN published on Telegram. Source: Telegram. 



There is no doubt that Sewell and his compatriots are genuinely, aggressively opposed to drag performances and everything that they represent. At the same time, however, their motivation for the Moonee Ponds protest seems to have been as much or more about generating media coverage as it was about causing direct disruption on the day. 	Comment by Tim Squirrell: Want to come back to this section as I think it’s great, but possibly a candidate for shortening

"We went down there [to Moonee Ponds], boots on the ground, and made a point about it, made a message, we went on the offense about it. And that is a core difference between - you didn't see conservatives protesting this. You didn't see them even mentioning this, you didn't even see this in the media. It wasn't until we went down there and made a scene, we went down there and contested that space and said that this isn't appropriate, and people have to decide whether they're for or against it. Then, you'll find, that's why it was in the media,” Sewell said in a livestream about the Moonee Ponds protest on 11 October. 

Sewell and NSN do not appear to have attended any subsequent DQSH protests as of April 2023 (although as discussed above, they threatened to attend the cancelled Oakleigh Library event). They did, however, attend an anti-trans rally featuring controversial British speaker Kellie-Jay Keen, also known as Posie Parker, in Melbourne on 19 March. At the rally, a group of 20 NSN members including Sewell made Hitler salutes on the steps of the Victorian Parliament, held a banner which read “Destroy Paedo Freaks” and shouted Nazi, transphobic and homophobic slurs.[footnoteRef:56]  [56:  'In the aftermath of a bitter protest, only one group is happy', The Age, 20 March 2023, https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/total-aryan-victory-nazis-the-only-ones-happy-after-parliament-protest-20230320-p5cto9.html] 


This 20-person display received widespread national and even international mainstream media coverage. In a livestream with Sewell days later, Blair Cottrell (himself a well-known neo-Nazi) congratulated him, saying "I have not seen the media piss their pants to this degree probably not for five or six years, not since [United Patriot Front] days in Melbourne, so it's really cool to see.”

In the livestream, Sewell appeared to be saying that the choice of Keen’s event was opportunistic. In fact, Sewell did not seem to be especially aware of who Keen was or what specifically she was there to speak about, only that it was an anti-trans event which would attract left-wing protesters and police, and that it presented an opportunity for his group to grab the spotlight. Sewell’s comments reflect that they went to the event with a clear plan for how they were going to use it to generate their own propaganda content, and that that was NSN’s main purpose in attending. 

"The goal was simply to go down there and do a real-world activism event [...] And then when we did all our salutes and got all our footage that we wanted to get, the [police] inspector came up to me and […] said ‘Can you guys go behind the line’. And I said look, we’re going to take some footage and then later on we’re going to go to the [Parliament] steps because we’re going to make a speech. And he was like ‘okay, well let me know.’ […] I think we rattled the cage. I think, twenty white men on the bluestone of Parliament House, they’re not used to that. I don’t think they’ve ever seen that. Twenty white men throwing Romans [Hitler salutes] on the bluestone, that’s a symbol, that’s a message,” Sewell said on the livestream. 	Comment by Tim Squirrell: If we’re looking for things to prune (noting that the Australia profile is substantially longer than the others), we might be able to cut back on some of our block quotes 

Again, there can be no doubt that Sewell and his fellow neo-Nazis are genuinely and viciously hostile to trans people. However, their choice of this specific event and this specific cause appears to be as much instrumental as it was ideological; they saw a societal division which they thought they could take advantage of, they saw a chance to generate some content and some media attention, and they jumped on it. 

They played no role in the planning or organising of the event and were by far the smallest group there on the day (police have estimated at least eight separate groups were involved across both sides of the event). They were effectively freeriding on the anti-trans mobilisation platform built by others rather than driving it themselves – and, to a large extent, it worked for them. Their actions dominated the national conversation for days.[footnoteRef:57] The announcement that Victoria will consider implementing laws banning the Hitler salute,[footnoteRef:58] in addition to the existing swastika ban, has been met by the neo-Nazis and their supporters with derision and a kind of trollish glee rather than dismay.  [57:  'Peter Dutton proposes criminalisation of Nazi symbols after Tuesday’s question time stoush', The Guardian, 22 March 2023, https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/mar/22/peter-dutton-proposes-criminalisation-of-nazi-symbols-after-tuesdays-question-time-stoush]  [58:  'Nazi salute ban: Daniel Andrews looks at European lessons as Victoria moves to outlaw gesture', The Guardian, 21 March 2023, https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/mar/21/nazi-salute-ban-daniel-andrews-looks-at-european-lessons-as-victoria-moves-to-outlaw-gesture] 


It may, however, have backfired in the sense that NSN’s members appear to have come under renewed close attention from law enforcement[footnoteRef:59] more broadly in the aftermath of their Parliament steps appearance.  [59:  https://twitter.com/elisethoma5/status/1650392832438566913] 


Conclusion

Extremist mobilisation and the self-censorship of the LGBTQ+ community in response to threats are the key problems faced by drag events in Australia today. The seeds of anti-drag extremism are being imported from the US, but they’re germinating in very different political and legislative soil. Unlike the US, which has had dozens of anti-drag laws introduced to state legislatures, there is essentially no risk of any state or federal legislation restricting or banning drag acts being passed in the near future. 

As of May 2023, the centre-left Labor Party is currently in government at both federal and state level all across mainland Australia. The sole remaining Liberal (Australia’s mainstream conservative party) state government is in Tasmania. The Tasmanian government has already come under pressure from the Australian Christian Lobby to defund a government-funded library over a DQSH event. While the Deputy Premier said that he “would not be taking [his] children” to the event,[footnoteRef:60] the government refused to take any action against the library and the event went ahead as a sold-out success.[footnoteRef:61] [60:  'Christian Lobby, deputy premier pushback over Pussay Poppins drag storytime event at Launceston Library', ABC, 7 February 2023, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-07/christian-lobby-anti-pussay-poppins-drag-library-launceston/101937194]  [61:  'Support dwarfs protest at Launceston Drag Queen Storytime', Q News, 16 February 2023, https://qnews.com.au/support-dwarfs-protest-at-launceston-drag-queen-storytime/] 


In some respects, the fringe nature of the actors and groups who are currently mobilising against DQSH weighs against their cause becoming more mainstream. The fact that it is overt neo-Nazis, highly controversial far-right political figures and conspiracy theorists who are leading the charge against DQSHs is likely to do more to alienate members of the mainstream public than persuade them to get involved. This dynamic was directly expressed by Tim Lutze, a NSN member, on Telegram. 
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Fig: Telegram post by Tim Lutze, 1 May 2023. Source: Telegram. 



The most significant risks posed by the escalation in conspiracy theories and hate speech targeting drag performers are likely to come from (1) escalation of individuals and groups who are already radicalised, and (2) self-censorship on the part of libraries, local councils and other parties involved in putting on DQSHs, including drag queens themselves. Some drag performers have spoken about being booked for multiple family-friendly events, only for those events to be cancelled before ever being announced publicly, due to the organisers’ fear of potential backlash.[footnoteRef:62]  [62:  'Councils call off drag storytime and LGBTQ+ events in Victoria after far-right threats', The Guardian, 13 May 2023, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/13/councils-call-off-drag-storytime-and-lgbtq-events-in-victoria-after-far-right-threats] 


The widely publicised harassment and threats against councils like Monash is likely to further discourage other potential organisers from even considering holding a similar event. The financial viability of such events is also likely to be affected, as security and insurance costs could be expected to be substantially higher than the average library community event. 

Both of these risks have the potential to cause harm to the drag and LGBTQ+ communities, and to lead to LGBTQ+ people and drag performers feeling less safe and welcome in the community more broadly. 
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Tim Lutze
Lately alot of people around me have said

"l would support NSN but they do roman salutes, and now people
think if you are against trannys and Paedo's you are a nazi."

Imagine being more scared of being called a nazi then a paedo.

This is why we roman salute, they will call you a nazi just for being
anti peado. We dont want to attract people who are scared to be
nazi because we are National Socialist.

Hail Victory.
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4.41mpact of Political Candidate Views on Vote

Would you be more or less likely to vote for a candidate who expressed views critical of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender Australians?
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The men fighting so hard to be able to dance in a sexual way for children
should all be placed on a watch list after having all their computers,
phones and homes searched. Why does a grown adult man want to fight
to be able to interact with CHILDREN in a highly sexualised way while
wearing "woman face"? Leave the kids alone.
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) senator Babet &
@senstoranet

Ithas come to my attention that some councils are now actively
promoting drag to children through “drag queen story time” type events
and worse. Casey council in Melbourne recently promoted an event
called “the art of drag” where children would come and do make up and
dress up and become drag queens. Thankfully its been cancelled due to
your outrage and you calling the council to complain. Here's the link -
bunjilplace.com.au/events/art-of-..

"Why do children need to see drag queens?

s a good question. But it's the wrong question. The better question s
why drag queens want to see children."

And why are councils facilitating this and pushing t to kids? Councils
should be worried about rates, roads and rubbish. They should not be
spending your money to indoctrinate and groom children into this
ideology.

I you know of a councilinvolved in this put the link down below. Its time
for us to actively campaign against men playing “woman face” and
interacting with impressionable kids. Drag is an entirely adult only
concept. Its not for kids.

Leave the kids alone.
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Discussion

Group Info
102 comments P <

CRAIG KELLY - National Director, United Australia Party - keeping the bast.
"Why do children need to see drag queens? It's a good question. But it's th...

Craig Kelly Indepen...

This is the consequence of the yes vote for gay marriage.

Opened up the way for these psychopath pedo fornicators who are
spreading their vial debauchery throughout every corner of society.

Execute them all. 9:01 PM A Notifications «
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Donna Callinan

That person looks like its representing the baphomet....all evil!
They are coming for our children! Why on earth would you take
your child there! Clowns are scary enough let alone the person in
this picture! Brainwashing! 2:27 AM
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Reply

That is a demon not a man pretending to be awoman. |1.09 A\
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Exactly! It even looks like a demon  g.15 o)y

Satanists looking to enrol easy targets 5.5 pyy
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Relgnite Democracy Australia 4

Voice for Kids

* Weare  groupof concerned parents tha believethat chillren’s
saleguaras havt heen removed W hetieve cxposing voung children
o radical fender eolog 1 confosing and A

Vo Counc
Veotog Going @C

Wewill send aclear
messae to Monash
councilorsthat drag
. aueen shows are not
26 April 2023 appropiate for
6pm children.

Q 203 origusi Rooe Gien Woverey

“Voice for kids'isa new.
initative bringing like-
minded parents together so
we can find our strength in
numbers. You can join
anonymously.

ATTN parents (especially Monash area)
‘Game across this new projectll

First event s coming up n Monash area, Victorla. ' sure
there will be plenty more as this group gains momentum.

1 personally think 95% of parents agree on these topics but
they need to find each other for collective strength. voice
for kids' intends to do that )

Wwwvolceforkids.com.au
tmerelgnitedemocracyausialia/S867 8K o
edited Apr 14311219
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voiceforkids.com.au

@J Domain Information

Domain: voiceforkids.com.au
Registrar: InterNetX GmbH
Updated On: 2023-04-16

Status: serverRenewProhibited
Name Servers: ns1siteground.net

ns2.siteground.net

!g Registrant Contact

Name: Monica Smit

Organization: Reignite Democracy Australia Pty Ltd

&} Technical Contact

Name: Monica Smit

Updated 1 second ago f:}
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1 have used this library for decades but have now cut up my membership card. Im disgusted
you are allowing drag queens around very young children. Will never set foot in this
pedophile, child grooming establishment again. Absolutely shameful

080 35 comments

o ke © comment & share

G © - e orsm ey e
ey

‘what is wrong with you? running pedophile grooming sessions ! managment are sicko.
people helping to groom children!t you should be charged and sacked shame on you

O% 27 9 comments

o ke © comment & share
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Nazi group hijacks family-friendly Moonee Ponds yout
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Melbourne Neo-Nazis Target Drag Performer At Family-Friendly
Youth Fest

A family-friendly youth festival to celebrate end of school holidays
in the inner Melbourne suburb of Moonee Ponds, that featured ...
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October 9, 2022

National Socialist Network's disruption and successful shutdown of
Australian government imposed child grooming "Drag Queen”
event aimed at children, held in Moonee Ponds, Victoria on Friday
September 30th 2022.
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Thanks for getting in touch and sorry for the delayed response. I'd be very happy to talk about
the work we’ve done and the kinds of mobilisation we’ve been seeing, feel free to give me a call

Best wishes,

&
From: S

Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 1:02 AM

To: ISD <info@isdglobal.org>

Subject: Connection request for [FSMSIIRGIAN tO Discuss Anti-LGBTIQ Mobilisation in Australia
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

To the Institute of Strategic Dialogue,

i reaching out aftr hearing SEEIEINENE s»e-' EESTSIENIEN
I - ot your organisation’s latest report on Anti-Drag+
Mobilization. SSRGS ~Ustralian Human Rights Commission as

their SOGII advisor and the report on Anti-Drag mobilisation is already
informing our strategies and initiatives. | was hoping to be connected with Jji§
I o discuss this work in greater detail.

Specifically, | am interested in understanding the strategies employed by anti-
LGBTIQ+ groups in Australia, how they can be countered, and the broader
impact on the rights and safety of community members.

Please let me know if there is a convenient way to facilitate this connection or
if you have any suggestions on how to proceed. | am sincerely grateful for
your assistance in making this communication possible.

Thank you for considering my request, and for the work you do.

Advisor on SOGII

Australian Human Rights Commission
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001

Section 22§
SR | ' -.nc0izhts 5o ou

Human rights: everyone, everywhere, everyday

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land | work, the Gadigal peoples of


mailto:info@isdglobal.org
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhumanrights.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cruby.mountford%40humanrights.gov.au%7C649e1fb2a6af400e1ec408dbc55937ee%7Cea4cdebd454f4218919b7adc32bf1549%7C0%7C0%7C638320761198021712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t0VO6G8yoIio1c59T%2FlqF4qj95zvruXVcKEfOQKsOjM%3D&reserved=0

the Eora Nation (Commission Office) SR

I - c pay my respects to their Elders, past and present.
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WARNING: The information contained in this email may be confidential.
If you are not the intended recipient, any use or copying of any part

of this information is unauthorised. If you have received this email in
error, we apologise for any inconvenience and request that you notify
the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email, together

with any attachments.
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WARNING: The information contained in this email may be confidential.
If you are not the intended recipient, any use or copying of any part

of this information is unauthorised. If you have received this email in
error, we apologise for any inconvenience and request that you notify
the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email, together

with any attachments.
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From:

To: Senior Management
Subject: Reforecasting - process and timeframes [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 27 October 2023 5:43:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png
image002.png

Dear SMG members

Further to Leanne’s email of 18/10/2023, please find below the forecast
template to assist you in developing estimates and a short
explanation/Obusiness case for your spending proposals.

Action required by 6 November:

Using this template update the forecast figures! and the ‘spending proposal’
tab with details of the proposal to support analysis and comparison of each
proposal: _AHRC forecast (project code family) 2023-24 v1.1 (for Flnance) xlsm

Save your proposals in Sharepoint here (this will facilitate consolidation of the
proposals): | 202310 Spending proposals for consideration

Please contact me if you have any questions or need any help from myself or
B o uring this process.

Detailed guidance for using the template

1 Forecast figures are developed using the 'ABC-1’ tab of the template. The
number of staff required at each level are entered in rows 7-33. Estimated
travel, administration and other supplier expenses are input in rows 44-53
and details of any new tenders required to support the proposal are input in
rows 57-66.

2 There should be one spreadsheet for each core project code. If you have
more than one proposal for a project, clearly indicate in the ABC-1 tab which
resources are for each proposal and complete a ‘'spending proposal’ tab for
each proposal.

3 When you have populated the template, save it in the Sharepoint folder

above.
Kind regards

From: Leanne Smith ISR

Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 1:47 PM

To: Senior Management SESICIRCEEEEEEEE
e

Subject: Reforecasting [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Dear SMG members,

As we discussed briefly at the last SMG, it’s time to look at our forecast underspend and identify
other strategic and essential priorities.

Please come to next week’s SMG with any proposals you might have in mind. Some of these
might flow from the extra priorities list we prepared in April.


https://australianhrc.sharepoint.com/:x:/s/FinanceServicesWorkspace/EXrc_GqYnHlGutUx892WRSIBaI7wJNueuGP4wW4uTcApnQ?e=LMzIai
https://australianhrc.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/FinanceServicesWorkspace/EgPkZ5UyoltKpCl6Iv7y0ZMBiSod74KZZ6P8ynd2fG6KWA?e=zCJbv6









Thanks,
Leanne






GRAND TOT e ol B T
yTTex) (GUISaNGE You MUt Eter the PIEJECt ook Rarme Liing the format X0 where X represents a better, f represents 3 rumber, The Birst rumber must be pravent, the sscond number 13 cpticrol "'; :;I:N SR\ SEE ay . Toched oy Ainance it
= canna

Project name: |Enler short project aaTI

Project code:

Full Time Equivalents (#s) for 9 month budget forecast (update) '
Classification | Payg pointl § Salarg fr | $ Salars i1 DL 05 | Aug 2823 Sep 2023 Nowv 2023 | Dec 2023 | Jan 2024 | Feb 2024 | Mar 2024 | Apr 2024 | May 2024 | Jun 2024 TOTAL NamesiDetails
APSI APSI1 |48.384
Gubdance: Enter the mumber of full e equivalent t1ad] at each level each month. In the exsrmpile balow, one and 3 half full time APSE s are initally ermployed, Incressing 10 two FTE by & Dec 2020 (with
APS1 APSI2 | 51455 enpected]; ongoing oversight equivabent 1o one day per week i provided by an £12.1. The tearm hawe 2 vacant EL1 1 role, Maly to be filed from 1 Sep 2001 by somacns working 2.5 days per wesk
dasiccl %2‘& Dielets the examgphe FTE embers bnitally thown below and enter your own lerecast FTE rambers for each project code you own / adminiter
APS2 APs2) |56.288
APS2 APs22 |53.030
APS2 APS23 |61314
AFS3 APS3_|82.3M
APS3 APS32 |65.504
APS3 APS33 |68636
APS4 APS41 |69513
APSH APS42 |73233
APS4 APS43 | 76.955
APSS APSS1 |T7533
| APSS APS52 |81458
APSH APS53 |85.383
APSE Al 95,826
APSE Al 91953
APSE Al 98073
EL1
EL1
| EL1
(€2
(€2
EL2
EL2+
SES1 SES1  |212825
SES2 SES2  |276.938
Total FTE # - - - - - - - 1 -
Total FTE $ 3 - ) g - 0 i K - s - [ - 3 - 1 -

j:Rec 202y "“m“‘l""m’l"“m TauzAzs I“'"ml “"m'l“‘!ml ‘“m‘l AL
s

l.””!:“ ) Fivince e oot el e Ale b b el

Supplier Ezpenses § (including travel, ICT charges, admin costs e

Cundanca’ Enter detal of contract/sugpher in cohumn € - in all rows below this one in dollars ($) - 3 month budget forecast [update)

ppliet Exp S
and expected payment amcunt wihin the manth T i Z sl Oct 2023 | Nov 2023 | Dec 2023 | Jan 2024 __Feb 2024 | Mar 2024 | Apr 2024 | May 2024 | Jun2024 |  TOTAL DetailsiC

1) Estimated value of supplier services to be delivered by 30 Jun 2024:

Line |: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Line 2: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Line 3: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Line 4: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Line 5: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Line 6: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Line 7: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Line 8: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Line 9: Estimate based on 2022.23 supplier spend

Line 10: Estimate based on 2022-23 supplier spend

Guiclance: If you regure mone than 10 Bnas in sction 1]

above, pleats contact Finance
2) New ds pl. d during 2023-24 [includ, heduled publish date in Column ¥)

Tender 1

Tender 2

Tender 3

Tender 4

Tender §

Tender &

Tender 7

Tender &

Tender §

Tender 10

Guidance: if you regure mone tham 10 lines in section 2§

above, pleats contact Fnande.




The information below is intended to assist the Chief Executive assess the proposal benefits as well as risk of non-delivery when considering spending proposals.
Requesting officer:

Officer responsible for delivery:

Is officer responsible for delivery aware of this proposal?

SMG sponsor:

Does this proposal require recruitment of new staff?

If yes, do you have position descriptions drafted? If yes, please advise People and Culture once proposal is approved.
Does this proposal require new procurements over $10K?

If yes, do you have business requirements drafted?

Does this proposal require new procurements over $S80K? If yes, please advise General Counsel for planning purposes once proposal is approved.
Does this proposal include payments that could be considered to be 'grants'?

Aligned to strategic goal:

Description of spending proposal and benefits:

[ Insert description of spending proposal here ]



Menths

Ne
N/A

Jul 2023
Aug 2023
Sep 2023
Oct 2023
Nev 2023
Dec 2023
Jan 2024
Feb 2024
Mar 2024
Apr 2024
May 2024
Jun 2024
FY2023-24 CLOSED

1
2
3
4
5

Budget Forecast Setup

Finance forced

start month
4 1-12 only; 13 = yeor closed

Seam of off Fordt Codor = Rlad callz i ehecking range
of ot fab (the ' Berdiget Forecast Setup”
sk

None

ABC

:Sudge: Forecast Setup
|ABC-1

:Spending proposals
{Finance Use Only

idb

Budgert Fc
ABC-1

Spending
Finance U
db

|ABC

i e . el . i 5 ol

This sheet will be hidden in the final version. Finance will know how to unhide it. This applies to the 'db’ sheet also.

Inforce Salary Assumptions - change from #1 to #2 below in Month 5 2-13 only; 13 = no solory chonge during 2023-24

#1 #2 % change from #1 to #2 4.00% owverride in formulae below in M24:M50 if required
Classifica Pay point $ Salary fi § Salary fr Nov 2023+ chonge label M23 if required
APS1 APS1.1 48384 50319
APS1 APS1.2 51455 53,513
APST APS1.3 54524 56,705
APS2 APS2.1 56266 58517
APS2 APS2.2 59090 61454
APS2 APS23 61914 64,391
APS3 APS3.1 62371 64,866
APS3 APS3.2 65504 68,124
APS3 APS33 68636 71,381
APS4  APS4.1 69513 72,294
APS4 APS4.2 73233 76,162
APS4 APS4.3 76955 80,033
APSS APS5.1 77533 80634
APSS APS5.2 81458 84716
APS5 APS5.3 85383 88798
APSE APS6.1 85826 89,259
APSE APS6.2 91953 95,631
APSE APS6.3 98079 102,002
EL1 EL1.1 107355 111,649
EL1 EL1.2 113696 118,244
EL1 EL1.3 120035 124,836
EL2 EL2.1 129072 134,235
EL2 EL2.2 143204 148,932
EL2 EL2.3 151691 157,759
EL2+ 177693 184,801
SES1 SES1 212,825 221338
SES2  SES2 276,938 288,016



ABC-1

|Data Type

FTE #

ABC-1

FTE 8

ABC-1

OnCosts $

ABC-1

Supplier Expenses $
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KEY

Anti-discrimination law reform

Ending LGBTQA+ conversion practices

ID reform

Gender affirming care

Vilification and hate

Data collection

Intersex medical treatment




'FREEDOM FROM
DISCRIMINATION

WE NEED YOUR YOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU



NSW No No No Partly (! No

CTH No Yes Yes Yes No

NT Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

VIC Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (2

TAS Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (2

ACT Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes (2)

aLD gl)o, but proposed Yes Yes (4) Yes ¥ Yes (2)

SA No Yes Yes Yes No

WA No, but under Ves No, but under No, but under cN(;)r'ms?gérl;:i(i)enr

consideration ¢

consideration ®

consideration %

(5)

1 partly protected under the attribute of ‘transgender status’.

2 protected under the attributes of ‘lawful sexual activity’ or ‘profession, trade, occupation or calling’.
3 The Queensland Government has committed in principle to the Queensland Human Rights Commission recommendations.
4 Introduced by Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 2023 {Qld), Div 3 [not yet commenced)].
5 The Western Australian Government are considering the Western Australian Law Reform Commission recommendations.

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




NSW No No No

CTH No, but proposed @ No, but proposed @ Partly — aged care
ACT Yes Yes Yes @

NT Yes Yes Yes

TAS Yes Yes Yes

VIC Yes Yes Partly @&

Partly, and further protections

Y @
QLD es oroposed No, but proposed
SA Arguable, but unclear Some, but weak No
WA No, but proposed © No, but proposed No, but under consideration !

1 The Australian Law Reform Commission is currently inquiring into how to implement the Albanese Government commitment.

2This is the intention of the reforms introduced by the Discrimination Amendment Act 2023 (ACT) [not yet commenced].

3 The strongest protections apply to goods, services and accommodation funded by the Victorian Government: Equal Opportunity Act
2010 (Vic) ss 82(2), 82B.

4 The Queensland Government has committed in principle to the Queensland Human Rights Commission recommendations.

5The Western Australian Government are considering the Western Australian Law Reform Commission recommendations, and have
committed in principle to reforms protecting LGBTQ+ students and teachers in religious schools.

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




FEDERAL REFOR

« Government commitment to amend federal anti-discrimination laws to
“ensure that religious educational institutions:

* must not discriminate against students on basis of sexual
orientation, gender identity, marital or relationship status or
pregnancy;

e must not discriminate against staff on basis of sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, marital or relationship status or
pregnancy; and

e can continue to give preference, in good faith, to persons of the
same religion as the institution in the selection of staff.”

* ALRCreview
* QOver 420 submissions and 40,000 survey responses

« Upcoming Equality Australia Research Report

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




OTHER ISSUES

* ‘Comparator test’ for direct discrimination in QLD, WA,

NSW, SA and Cth

* Roxanne Tickle v Giggle for Girls Pty Ltd & Anor
NSD1148/2022

* Otherissues in Sex Discrimination Act 1984 (Cth)

AUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




ENDING LGBTQA +
CONVERSION PRACTICES

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




| WHERE ARE LGBTIQ-+ CONVERSION
PRACTICES BANNED?

NT: NOT BANNED

COMMITMENT (* | = I/

| COMMITMENT

" VIC: BANNED - BEST
TAS: COMMITMENT PRACTICE

WE NEED YOUR YOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU



CURRENT ISSUES FORTRANS &
GENDER DIVERSE PEOPLE

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




GENDER RECOGNITION

NSW No rP:(;'fJi\:’,eSmU:LetC(tz)t urgery No

QLD Yes 3 Yes B)4) Yes (3)

VIC ‘ Yes Yes ) Yes

TAS Yes Yes 4 Yes

SA Yes Yes Yes

ACT Yes Yes Yes

NT Yes Yes No

WA ) Ves (©) o "

Cth Yes Yes B N Otspec 1 ed .

1We have determined a pathway as ‘accessible’ if a young person can update their gender with the consent of only one parent
or authorisation by a court or tribunal.

2NSW offers a ‘non-specific’ gender marker for people who meet the surgery requirement.

3Introduced by Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 2023 (Qld) [not yet commenced].

4Vic, Tas and QLD allow people to specify their gender descriptor, meaning there is a broader range of gender descriptors
available. Tas and QLD also allow parents to choose whether to record a gender on their child’s birth certificate.

>WA Government has announced proposed reforms which are expected to improve recognition.

8 WA does not require surgery but does require some medical treatment: ABv WA [2011] HCA 42.

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




WA: COMMITMENT
TO REFORM

i,  NSW: PRIVATE
ACT: UPCOMING 7 MEMBERS' BILL

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




ACCESS TO GENDER AFFIRMING CARE

* Gender affirming care for young people is life-saving

* 4in5 trans young people aged 14-25 years report self-harm

* 1in 2 have attempted suicide

* Challenges and threats

* Family Court approach
* Bill introduced by Senator Antic

» Effect of widespread fear and misunderstanding

* Opportunities for reform?

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




TRANS INCLUSION IN SPORT

Challenges
* Highly politicised environment
* Concerning international blanket bans

Positive developments:

e Strong support within Australian sporting codes
* AIS and ASC Guidelines

e Recent reform in ACT requires discrimination to be
‘reasonable and proportionate’.




STAND UP AGAINST HATE

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU



« Trans Justice Project and Victorian Pride Lobby 2023

« 50% trans participants experienced anti-trans hate

* 10% experienced anti-trans violence

« Escalation: 34% participants experienced more or significant more in-person
anti-trans hate in 2023 than in 2020

* ARCSHS 2020

e 1/3 participants in previous 12 months experienced violence and
harassment based on their sexual orientation or gender identity

e Escalation: 9.1% increase verbal abuse, 8.9% increase sexual assault and
doubling of physical attacks between 2012 and 2020

Councils call off drag storytime and
LGBTQ+ events in Victoria after far-
right threats

Drag performer who had four IDAHOBIT events cancelled said
councils felt they could not create asafe environment

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU



LEGAL RESPONSES

e |ssues with frameworks across Australia include:

* not extending protections to LGBTIQ+ people (Cth, Vic,

WA and SA)
 focus on incitement, not harm (Vic, SA, WA, ACT and

NSW)
* significant underreporting

* Recent positive reforms in QLD, proposed reforms in Vic

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.CRG.AU




2026 CENSUS INCLUSION

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU



~

*EA submission calling on
ABS to count LGBTIQ+
people in Census

J

*Census conducted \
excluding LGBTIQ+ people
*EA issues Freedom of
Information (FOI) requests

to investigate reason for
exclusion /

<«

\
*EA launches legal
complaint with April Long
*ABS admits 2021 Census
failed to collect proper
non-binary gender data

)

OUR LEGAL COMPLAINT

‘My family was invisible’: April has filed a human
rights complaint over the census

Caitlin Fitrsimmons

Sestamoer 16,0317 - 3.303m R

The crzanisers of thie 2021 census are facing a formal human rights complain:

allezing thev failed to properiv count LGBTIQ peopie.

advocacy organisasion Equality Australia and Newcastle resident April Long.

who identifies as non-binarv. are co-complainants in the case filed «with the

Austraiian Human Rights Commission on Thursday.

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU



* Key commitments made by the ABS:

Matter was settled August 2023

 Removal of language assuming family composition

* LGBTIQ+ Expert Advisory Committee established

Statement of regret issued by ABS in August 2023

'EQUALITY.

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU




SPOTLIGHT:
INTERSEX

WE NEED YOUR YOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU



STATE OF PLAY

Unnecessary medical procedures performed on people with
variations in sex characteristics causes ongoing physical and

psychological distress and adverse impacts

 AHRC report ‘Ensuring Health and Bodily Integrity’

Legislation passed in the ACT

‘Commitment to change in Victoria

No commitments in remaining jurisdictions
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MODEL FOR REFORM

* EA commissioned by the
Victorian Department of Health

* Proposal recommendations:

. — - TR VICTORIAN INTERSEX
Criminal and civil prohibitions OVERSIGHT PANEL

on medical treatments that PROPOSAL:
modify SeX Characteristics Of AINAL RETORT AN M- UMM PRIZAGE
intersex people

ONS FOURE VICIORIAN SOy R M-t

* Establishment of oversight
panel to approve treatment

* Exceptions: emergencies
situations

Soptombor 2021
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Australian Senate Report 2013

Malta 2015 | Darlington Statement 2017

Yogyakarta Principles Plus 10 2017 UN HRC 2017

Portugal 2018 ACT LGBTIQ+ Legal Audit 2019
4 Y4 Y4 Y4 N )

zg:i: ﬁgﬁfa' Dec 2020: April 2021: June 2021:
g y Discussion Legal issues Options

Flrs’;g%tlon Paper workshop Paper

- AN AN AN AN /

May 2022:
Draft Bill

Iceland 2020 Germany 2021

Australian Human Rights Commission 2021
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OVERVIEW: THREE
KEY PLANKS

Restrictions on * Treatment will be permitted with personal consent, where
< . urgent, or under general and individual medical treatment
certain intersex plans approved by the Restricted Treatment Medical

medical treatment Assessment Board.

r IR © FOr intersex people able to give personal consent
Consent, safeg,ua {8k  Ensures appropriate information, time and support is
T S R provided when decisions are made

- * Members with qualifications or lived experience in
medicine, human rights, ethics, psychosocial support and
variations in sex characteristics. The President must have
qualities and experience in human rights.
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WHEN DOES IT APPLY?

People with variations of sex characteristics

To be . — ] \ )
defined Surgical or medical procedures or But does not include:

treatments that change a person’s '
under sex characteristics and those ¢ Urgent treatments to save life,

regulations | changes are: ~ prevent serious damage to
health, or prevent significant pain
spermanent (or cannot be reversed -

except with further medical treatment); Or dlstre.ss. .
OR e Circumcision of the penis

stemporary but caused by a prescribed

treatment
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WHEN WILL RESTRICTED
TREATMENTS BE ALLOWED?

Does the person have a variation of sex characteristics?

If yes, continue to next step. If no, the legislation does not apply.

Is the restricted medical treatment urgént treatment?

If yes, treatment can proceed. If no, continue to next step.

Continue to next slide...
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Continued from ldst slide...

Does the person have capacity to give personal consent to the
restricted medical treatment? ‘

If yes, treatment can proceed with personal
consent. Consent safeguards come into play.

A 4

Has the Restricted Medical Treatment Assessment Board approved

If no, continue to next step.

the treatment?

Yes, under a general treatment
plan. Made after a process of
public consultation. The
treatment can proceed +
reporting obligation.

WE NEED YOUR VOICE. EQUALITYAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU

Yes, under an individual
treatment plan. Made by
application to the panel. The
treatment can proceed.

No, the treatment cannot
proceed. Offences and
regulatory consequences apply.
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OTHER FEATURES OF
THE SCHEME

Transparency

e Reporting obligation if treatment undertaken under general treatment
plan

e Annual report by expert panel with key statistics on treatment plans made
under the Act

e Health records must be stored until the person turns 45 or 7 years after
the record is made (whichever is later)

Protection of personal privacy

* Nothing can be revealed (without applicant’s consent) that would identify
a protected person.

Appeal process

¢ Internal and ACAT review options
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Victorian Bill expected late 2024

Federal Health Minister continues to engage with intersex
community for LGBTIQ+ health plan

Discussions ongoing with health ministers in other jurisdictions

‘My Body My Choice’ community
campaign
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