
Percentage of
Australia’s population 
who are LGBTIQA+:

Estimates range from

Among 16–24 years olds 

identify with a sexuality other  
than ‘straight’ and 2% with a gender 

different to the one that was  
registered at their birth.

LGBTIQA+
LGBTIQA+ stands for: 

•	 lesbian
•	 gay
•	 bisexual
•	 trans and gender diverse
•	 intersex (people with innate 

variations of sex characteristics)
•	 queer (or questioning)
•	 asexual
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5% 12%

85%

69%

Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander

LGBTIQA+ people 
must frequently choose between 
getting care that supports them 

as an Indigenous person 
or as LGBTIQA+. 

This often means having to hide  
part of who they are.

In a 2023 survey of LGBTIQA+ people 
who are in Australia because they are 
not able to live safely in their country 
of origin due to their LGBTIQA+ status:

It is estimated that people with 

innate variations of 
sex characteristics 

(intersex variations) 
make up to 

1.7% of the population. 

experienced racism 
and migration status 

discrimination

experienced LGBTIQA+ 
discrimination

10% 18%

TO

TO

The plus symbol allows for the many 
different terms used to describe identity 
beyond LGBTIQA.

These letters have changed over time and 
different versions of LGBTIQA+ are used 
in different places. 
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Older LGBTI people were
more likely to feel lonely 

if they had few interactions with  
other LGBTI people. 

How many LGBTIQ people surveyed 
reported that they felt accepted:

more than 2X 

People who reported in  
a 2020 survey  

experiencing psychological 
distress at 

over 4X At work: 3 in 5

At social or community
events: Over 1 in 3

When accessing health/
support services: 
Over 2 in 5

At educational institutions
Over 1 in 2

the rate reported by the 
general population:

Trans men

Non-binary people

People who are
pansexual

People who are
asexual

A 2023 survey of older 
LGBTI people in Western 

Australia found:

LGBTIQA+ people experience 
homelessness at 

the rate of the 
general Australian 

population.
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