
 

Disability rights
Australia signed up to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities in 2008. Its goals are to make sure that everyone with 
disabilities can fully enjoy their human rights and freedoms, and to promote 
respect and dignity for people with disability.

Unfortunately, people with disability in Australia face many barriers to achieving their rights and 
full participation in society. Many people with disability are experiencing violence, abuse, neglect, 
and exploitation in the workplace, in private, and in public life.
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1 in 5 
people 

2025 
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3 in 4 
say their main form  

of impairment is 

physical

1 in 4 
say their main form  

of impairment is 

mental or 
behavioural.

in Australia 

have disability. In 2023 – 24, the most 
common areas of the 

Disability Discrimination 
Act under which people 
made complaints were:

Goods, services, 
and facilities (33%)

Employment (29%)

Disability 
standards (12%)

Education (11%)

Provided inadequate  
support

Told the student they would do better if 
they were at a segregated school

Regularly excluded them from broader 
school activities (e.g. assemblies, sport, 
school exclusions)

Used restrictive practices to  
manage behaviour 

Over 1 in 2 
adults with disability 

have experienced

physical or 
sexual violence
since the age of 15.  

People with a 
psychosocial disability, 
acquired brain injury, or 

intellectual disability  
are particularly at risk.

school students with disability 
go to a segregated school.

Families of students 
with disability reported
that their school:
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Only 10% 
of people with disability 

Only 57% of young people 
with disability say they feel included 
in the LGBTQA+ community.

Only 21% of LGBTQA+ 
young people with disability feel their 
LGBTQA+ identity is supported by the 
NDIS or disability support services.

It is estimated that 

less than 5% 
of housing stock

is suitable for a  
person with a 

mobility
disability

1 in 6 
adults with disability 
are living in poverty, 

compared with just over 

1 in 10 
Australians without 

disability.

People with disability 
are more than 

twice as likely 
than people without 

disability to be 

unemployed

in Australia are 
eligible for the

$16 billion 
per year.

Increasing the number of people 
with disability who are employed 

by 10% would raise national 
economic output by

57%

21%

NDIS

2x
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