Older Australians

Australians are living longer and healthier lives, and population ageing is

one of the major forces shaping Australia’s future. Compared to previous

generations, Australians today are participating actively in the workforce

and many other areas of public life to older ages. Older Australians provide enormous
contributions to Australia’s society, culture, communities, workplaces, and economy.

Yet for some older Australians the story is very different, with many experiencing increased levels
of economic stress, including housing vulnerability, and an increasing risk of abuse. Ageism and
age discrimination continue to create barriers to older people’s full and equal enjoyment of their
human rights.
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While Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

people make up almost 4% of the population™

in Australia, they make up only around
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Psychological abuse
is the most commonly
reported type,
followed by neglect
and financial abuse.
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