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Hi  

I've been in discussion with several staff at the commission in different areas about this topic and I've been provided 
a statement from them about the commission's handling of this issue. I would like to give you the opportunity to 
respond to their comments before I do a story. I can give you until 4pm but if you need time until tomorrow for a 
more complete response (would be good to get a comment on the record, not background) I can provide more time 
for that. 

Basically they say: 

 Staff are dissatisfied with the response to the ongoing genocide and occupation. The commission has a clear
responsibility to act.

 There has been a pervasive culture of silence on this issue
 Staff feel neglected by senior management, with no support offered, including those directly impacted
 Staff have been treated with suspicion and hostility for raising concerns, or dismissed.
 There isn't a way to make anonymous complaints.
 Despite assurances that the commission would take as its north star the directives of the OHCHR, staff have

faced barriers in progressing work aligned with those directives and the language used by the UN.
 Several staff have been reprimanded by management and HR for expressions of solidarity with Palestinian

human rights, including wearing expressions of solidarity outside the workplace, engaging in collective
action or anonymous petitions.



 It brings into question the commission's impartiality.

Staff say they are preparing a letter to management on this, and without an adequate response it will go public. 

Happy to chat further if you need anything. 

Thanks! 

 

-----

Reporter
The Guardian | Australia
-----

-----
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Sending you the following as background only, not to be quoted or attributed but to assist 
you in writing your story so you have a better understanding: 

  

 The Commission has regularly issued public comments on the Israel-Hamas conflict 
and actively engaged in its domestic impacts. 

 In the first week of the conflict, our Commission President, Emeritus Professor 
Rosalind Croucher AM, issued a statement calling for the human rights of all to be 
upheld. 

 The Commission wrote a letter to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese on the dire human 
rights situation in Gaza, the domestic impact, and the polarisation of communities.  

 In November, President Croucher also penned an OpEd that was published by The 
Guardian, where she welcomed the temporary ceasefire. 

 In early December, the Commission hosted a visit from Francesca Albanese, the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian Territory.  

 President Croucher spoke of the pain the conflict has caused annual at our Human 
Rights Awards on December 8. 

 The Commission has been engaging extensively with representatives across affected 
communities to discuss their concerns, the human rights implications for people 
living in Australia, and, importantly, how the Commission can support. 

 The Commission is also working with the Government to enhance its work under the 
national anti-racism framework to address the impacts of the current crisis on 
affected communities. 

 As mentioned regarding your second question, confirming the Commission is aware of 
the matter you have raised and are looking into it.  

  

Kind regards, 

 

  

  

 
Media Advisor 

Australian Human Rights Commission 
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001  

 
 W humanrights.gov.au 

The Commission supports flexible working arrangements, and I am sending this message at a time that is convenient to me and 
my work schedule.  It is not my expectation that you read, respond, or follow up on this email outside your hours of work. 
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error, we apologise for any inconvenience and request that you notify 
the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email, together 
with any attachments. 
*********************************************************************** 

 

This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you are not the 
named recipient, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail and all attachments 
immediately. Do not disclose the contents to another person. You may not use the information for 
any purpose, or store, or copy, it in any way.  Guardian News & Media Limited is not liable for any 
computer viruses or other material transmitted with or as part of this e-mail. You should employ 
virus checking software. 
  
Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO Box 68164, Kings 
Place, 90 York Way, London, N1P 2AP.  Registered in England Number 908396 
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Agree that this looks really good.   
 
 

From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 12:40 PM 
To:  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Media AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind 
Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>;  @humanrights.gov.au>; Michael 
Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Senior Management <seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au>; Graeme Edgerton 
< @humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Thanks  I think this is a great draft.  
 
I’ve made some edits in strikethrough and highlight below. 
 
 

From:  < @humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 12:32 PM 
To: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>; Media AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind 
Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>;  @humanrights.gov.au>; Michael 
Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Still no word from the Guardian today. 
 
I’ve drafted something that could form the basis of a statement if and when we receive the letter. This is framed as a 
public statement to the Guardian, not as a response to staff. 
 
I’ve written as if from a spokesperson - but if it’s to be in Ros’s name, it could be personalised slightly.  
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Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au>;  @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Senior Management <seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au>; Graeme Edgerton 
< @humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Thanks  I think this is a great draft.  
 
I’ve made some edits in strikethrough and highlight below. 
 
 

From:  @humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 12:32 PM 
To: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>; Media AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind 
Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Michael 
Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Still no word from the Guardian today. 
 
I’ve drafted something that could form the basis of a statement if and when we receive the letter. This is framed as a 
public statement to the Guardian, not as a response to staff. 
 
I’ve written as if from a spokesperson - but if it’s to be in Ros’s name, it could be personalised slightly.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

  
   
 
 

From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au> 
Date: Wednesday, 24 January 2024 at 2:28 pm 
To:  < @humanrights.gov.au>, Media AHRC 
<media@humanrights.gov.au>, Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>, 
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From: Miguel Artiles
Sent: Thursday, 25 January 2024 4:37 PM
To: Leanne Smith; ; ; Graeme Edgerton; Media AHRC; 

Rosalind Croucher; Michael Badorrek; ; Senior Management
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Security Classification:
OFFICIAL

I would add… . 
 
Miguel Artiles (He/Him/His) 
Chief Operating Officer 
Australian Human Rights Commission 
GPO Box 5218 

  
 W humanrights.gov.au 

The Commission supports flexible working arrangements, and I am sending this message at a time that is convenient to me and my 
work schedule.  It is not my expectation that you read, respond, or follow up on this email outside your hours of work. 
 

 
 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Gadigal peoples of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to their 
Elders, past, present and future. 
  
 

From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 4:28 PM 
To:  < @humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Miguel Artiles < @humanrights.gov.au>; Graeme Edgerton < @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Media AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>; Michael 
Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Senior Management <seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Great, thank you 
 

From:  < @humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 4:25 PM 
To: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>;  @humanrights.gov.au>; Miguel 
Artiles < @humanrights.gov.au>; Graeme Edgerton @humanrights.gov.au>; Media 
AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>; Michael 
Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Senior Management <seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
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How about this? Only the final par has changed… 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

   
  

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au> 
Date: Thursday, 25 January 2024 at 3:51 pm 
To:  < @humanrights.gov.au>, Miguel Artiles 

@humanrights.gov.au>, Graeme Edgerton < @humanrights.gov.au>, 
 < @humanrights.gov.au>, Media AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>, 

Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>, Michael Badorrek 
@humanrights.gov.au>,  

@humanrights.gov.au>, Senior Management 
<seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

Nice.  
  

 are you good to finalise this ahead of the weekend in case we need it? 
  

From: @humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 2:51 PM 
To: Miguel Artiles < @humanrights.gov.au>; Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>; 
Graeme Edgerton < @humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Media AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>; Michael 
Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au>;  @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Senior Management <seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
  

 
  

  
 

Director, Strategic Communications 
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Australian Human Rights Commission 
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 

 
 | W humanrights.gov.au 

  

 
  
The Commission supports flexible working arrangements, and I am sending this message at a time that is convenient to me and my work 
schedule.  It is not my expectation that you read, respond, or follow up on this email outside your hours of work. 
  
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Gadigal peoples of the Eora Nation, and pay our respects to their Elders, past and 
present. 
  
From: Miguel Artiles < @humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 2:44 PM 
To: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>; Graeme Edgerton 

@humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Media AHRC 
<media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>;  

@humanrights.gov.au>; Michael Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au>;  
 < @humanrights.gov.au>; Senior Management <seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au> 

Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
  

  
  
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 12:47:45 PM 
To: Graeme Edgerton @humanrights.gov.au>;  
< @humanrights.gov.au>; Media AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher 
<rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Michael Badorrek 
< @humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Senior 
Management <seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]  
  
Agreed, .  
  

From: Graeme Edgerton < @humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 12:46 PM 
To: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Media 
AHRC <media@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>;  
< @humanrights.gov.au>; Michael Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au>;  

 < @humanrights.gov.au>; Senior Management <seniorexecutives@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Guardian Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
  
Agree that this looks really good.   
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DONATE $50 → 

DONATE $100 → 

DONATE ANOTHER AMOUNT → 

There’s no way to fully understand why the U.S. keeps pouring guns and money into Israel’s 

barbaric war on Gaza without closely scrutinizing the activities and spending of AIPAC. However, 

far too many mainstream news outlets ignore the group’s influence — or worse, dismiss any 

criticism of pro-Israel groups as antisemitic. 

AIPAC doesn’t just regularly shower large donations on members of Congress who carry their 

water; it also funds congressional junkets to Israel through its sister organization the American 

Israel Education Foundation. These delegations have become well known on Capitol Hill as a 

kind of rite of passage for newly elected members. 

And in recent years, the lobbying group has made it a top priority to defeat progressive pro-

Palestinian members of Congress. During the 2022 midterms, an AIPAC-affiliated super PAC 

was the No. 1 outside spender in the entire Democratic primary process, and it successfully 

ousted Michigan Rep. Andy Levin. Now, AIPAC is pledging to spend $100 million to defeat 

progressives including Jamaal Bowman and Summer Lee. 

This is why the Biden administration continues to shovel bombs, guns, and other military aid to 

Israel, even as public opposition to Israel’s war grows and Democratic political analysts warn that 

Biden’s blank-check support for Israel could well cost him reelection. 

The Intercept is committed to continue reporting on the ghastly atrocities unfolding in 

Gaza, as well as the powerful pro-Israel lobbying groups helping keep U.S. arms and 

money flowing to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government.  

You simply won’t see this kind of deep, investigative reporting into the pro-Israel lobby 

from the corporate media. So if you value hard-hitting independent reporting on the war in 

Gaza, please make a donation to The Intercept today.  

STAND WITH THE INTERCEPT → 

To help 
p otect y  
p vacy  
Mic o so ft 
Off ce 
p even e  
auto ma c  
downloa   
this pic  
f om th  
In e ne 

Thank you, 

The Intercept team 

The Intercept’s fiscal sponsor is First Look Institute, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization (tax ID number 80-0951255). 

30
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The Intercept’s mailing address is: 

P.O. Box 27442 

Washington, DC 20038 

The Intercept is an award-winning nonprofit news organization dedicated to holding the powerful accountable 

through fearless, adversarial journalism. Our in-depth investigations and unflinching analysis focus on surveillance, 

war, corruption, the environment, technology, criminal justice, the media and more. Email is an important way for us 

to communicate with The Intercept’s readers, but if you’d like to stop hearing from us, click here 

to unsubscribe from all communications. Protecting freedom of the press has never been more 

important. Contribute now to support our independent journalism. 
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If you’ve saved your payment information with ActBlue Express, your donation will go through immediately: 

DONATE $15 → 

DONATE $25 → 

DONATE $50 → 

DONATE $100 → 

DONATE ANOTHER AMOUNT → 

It’s impossible to fully understand U.S. policy toward Israel and Gaza without closely scrutinizing 

the activities and spending of AIPAC, which just last Monday hosted Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu for a speech in which he pledged to continue the war in Gaza and 

dismissed humanitarian concerns about the ghastly civilian death toll. 

AIPAC has spent years courting individual members of Congress by funding junkets to Israel 

through its sister organization, the American Israel Education Foundation. These delegations 

have become well known on Capitol Hill as a kind of rite of passage for newly elected members, 

who quickly learn that aligning with AIPAC benefits their campaign coffers. 

At the same time, members of Congress who challenge Israel become targets of intense attacks 

and well-funded challenges. Suffice it to say, there is no remotely comparable pro-Palestinian 

organization providing a counterweight to AIPAC in D.C. 

Despite AIPAC’s tremendous influence, far too many mainstream news outlets ignore the 

group — or worse, dismiss any criticism of pro-Israel groups as antisemitic. 

The Intercept will not be cowed or intimidated. Our investigative reporters will follow the money 

wherever it leads. 

So if you value hard-hitting independent reporting on the war in Gaza, please make a 

donation to The Intercept today. 

STAND WITH THE INTERCEPT → 

To help 
p otect y  
p vacy  
Mic o so ft 
Off ce 
p even e  
auto ma c  
downloa   
this pic  
f om th  
In e ne 

Thank you, 

The Intercept team 

The Intercept’s fiscal sponsor is First Look Institute, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization (tax ID number 80-0951255). 
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The Intercept’s mailing address is: 

P.O. Box 27442 

Washington, DC 20038 

The Intercept is an award-winning nonprofit news organization dedicated to holding the powerful accountable 

through fearless, adversarial journalism. Our in-depth investigations and unflinching analysis focus on surveillance, 

war, corruption, the environment, technology, criminal justice, the media and more. Email is an important way for us 

to communicate with The Intercept’s readers, but if you’d like to stop hearing from us, click here 

to unsubscribe from all communications. Protecting freedom of the press has never been more 

important. Contribute now to support our independent journalism. 
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Australian Human Rights Commission 
Level 3, 175 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 
T +61 2 9284 9614 
E rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au | W humanrights.gov.au 
 
 

 
 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Gadigal peoples of the Eora Nation,  
and pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and future. 
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DONATE $50 → 

DONATE $100 → 

DONATE ANOTHER AMOUNT → 

For decades, AIPAC espoused a strict policy of nonpartisanship and avoided direct involvement 

in electoral politics. 

But in 2021, AIPAC launched a pair of political action committees and announced a raft of 

endorsements, including blessing 109 Republican members of Congress who voted to overturn 

the 2020 presidential election. 

Meanwhile, AIPAC laid out $26 million during the 2022 cycle and successfully defeated 

progressive Democrats including Andy Levin, Donna Edwards, and Jessica Cisneros. This year, 

the Israel lobby is going even bigger, announcing a $100 million war chest to attack members of 

Congress who fail to fully support Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s war in Gaza. 

However, despite AIPAC’s turn toward spending on election campaigns, much of the mainstream 

media has been slow to adjust its coverage, too often still portraying the group as the studiously 

nonpartisan organization of decades past. Worse yet, those who criticize AIPAC are frequently 

smeared as antisemitic. 

The Intercept is doubling down on our efforts to follow the money and expose AIPAC, and as a 

nonprofit, reader-supported news site, we rely on donations to make this work possible. 

Donate $5 to The Intercept and help support our ongoing reporting to expose AIPAC.  

STAND WITH THE INTERCEPT → 

To help 
p otect y  
p vacy  
Mic o so ft 
Off ce 
p even e  
auto ma c  
downloa   
this pic  
f om th  
In e ne 

Thank you, 

The Intercept team 

The Intercept’s fiscal sponsor is First Look Institute, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization (tax ID number 80-0951255). 

The Intercept’s mailing address is: 

P.O. Box 27442 

Washington, DC 20038 

The Intercept is an award-winning nonprofit news organization dedicated to holding the powerful accountable 

through fearless, adversarial journalism. Our in-depth investigations and unflinching analysis focus on surveillance, 

war, corruption, the environment, technology, criminal justice, the media and more. Email is an important way for us 
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to communicate with The Intercept’s readers, but if you’d like to stop hearing from us, click here 

to unsubscribe from all communications. Protecting freedom of the press has never been more 

important. Contribute now to support our independent journalism. 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 4 May 2024 10:16 AM
To: Rosalind Croucher; Leanne Smith; Darren Dick
Cc: ;  Julie O'Brien
Subject: FOR REVIEW Fw: Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Good morning all, 
 
Apologies to disrupt your travels to Geneva, Ros and Leanne, but I just wanted to forward on the 
enquiry from the Sunday Telegraph/Herald Sun. 
 
He references  

 and indicated over the phone he was directed . The dropbox link he shares 
suggests the same. 
 
The journalist stated over the phone that his deadline was Sunday, but he's moved it forward to the 
end of today (it must be for Sunday's paper now). It's just after 10am Saturday now.  
 

 and I have drafted the following response for you to review. We thought best to keep it brief: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Thanks so much, 

 
 

 
Media Advisor 

Australian Human Rights Commission 
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 

 
 W humanrights.gov.au 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and recognise their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders - past, present and future. 
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  
  

   
   

     

  
 

  

  
  

  

  
  

  
 
 

  

 

  
 

   

  

 
My questions are.... 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
I would appreciate a response by COB on Saturday 
 
 
--  
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To hel  
p o ec  you  
p ivac  
M c o s ft 
O fice 
p even ed 
au o m ic  
downl ad of 
this p c u e  
f om the  
In te n t
He ald Sun

 

  
  

 
 www.heraldsun.com.au  

To help 
p otect yo  
p vacy  
Mic o so ft 
Off ce 
p even ed 
auto ma c  
download  
this pic  
f om th  
In e ne

 

To hel  
p o ec  you  
p ivac  
M c o s ft 
O fice 
p even ed 
au o m ic  
downl ad of 
this p c u e  
f om the  
In te n t 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land in all states and territories on which we work and report. We pay our respects to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Elders past, present and emerging, and honour their history, cultures, and traditions of storytelling.  

To hel  
p o ec  you  
p ivac  
M c o s ft 
O fice 
p even ed 
au o m ic  
downl ad of 
this p c u e  
f om the  
In te n t
News Co p 
Aust a a 

 
This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is 
intended solely for the named addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message or 
responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee, you may not copy or deliver this message or 
its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message and its attachments 
and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its attachments which 
does not relate to the official business of the sending company must be taken not to have been sent 
or endorsed by that company or any of its related entities. No warranty is made that the e-mail or 
attachments are free from computer virus or other defect. 
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On reflection,  
. But that is for others to answer! 

  
Ie.  
  

 
Director, Strategic Communications 
  
Australian Human Rights Commission 
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 

 
 | W humanrights.gov.au 

  

 
  
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and recognise their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and future. 
  
. 
  
From: Darren Dick <darren.dick@humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Saturday, May 4, 2024 12:29 PM 
To: @humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind 
Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>; Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au> 
Cc: Julie O'Brien <julie.obrien@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
  
Dear  
  
As discussed - in the event that Ros and Leanne are unable to respond in time due to them being in 
transit, two suggestions: 
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From: Julie O'Brien
Sent: Saturday, 4 May 2024 1:16 PM
To: Leanne Smith; Rosalind Croucher; Miguel Artiles
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Security Classification:
OFFICIAL

Will do. 
 
From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Saturday, May 4, 2024 1:05 PM 
To: Julie O'Brien <julie.obrien@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>; 
Miguel Artiles < @humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Fwd: FOR REVIEW Fw: Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Dear Julie, 
 
I haven't been able to  from my phone.   

 
 
Best,  
 
Leanne 
Get Outlook for Android 
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From: Leanne Smith
Sent: Saturday, 4 May 2024 1:50 PM
To: ; Darren Dick; ; Rosalind Croucher
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL]

 has anyone given  a heads up on the inquiry and our proposed response? 
 
Get Outlook for Android 

From:  < @humanrights.gov.au> 
Sent: Saturday, May 4, 2024 7:16:52 AM 
To: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>; Darren Dick <darren.dick@humanrights.gov.au>;  

 < @humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL]  
  
Yes,  
 
Thanks again, 

  
 

 
Media Advisor 

Australian Human Rights Commission 
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 

 
 W humanrights.gov.au 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and recognise their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders - past, present and future. 
  

 
The Commission supports flexible working arrangements, and I am sending this message at a time that is convenient to me and my 
work schedule.  It is not my expectation that you read, respond, or follow up on this email outside your hours of work. 

  

From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au> 
Sent: Saturday, May 4, 2024 1:09 PM 
To: Darren Dick <darren.dick@humanrights.gov.au>;  @humanrights.gov.au>;  

 @humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL]  
  
Yes, that makes sense.  
 
Get Outlook for Android 
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From: Darren Dick <darren.dick@humanrights.gov.au> 
Sent: Saturday, May 4, 2024 7:05:59 AM 
To: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>;  

 < @humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL]  
  
Hi Leanne, I’ve only read what was sent by journo -  

 Given the posts in 
the journo request have now been raised with the commission,  

 Regards Darren  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au> 
Sent: Saturday, May 4, 2024 12:58:21 PM 
To:  < @humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Darren 
Dick <darren.dick@humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL]  
  
Thanks everybody, salaam from Dubai. Ros and I agree this response is appropriate.  
 

 
 
Best,  
 
Leanne 
 
Get Outlook for Android 
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From: Julie O'Brien
Sent: Saturday, 4 May 2024 1:51 PM
To: Darren Dick; ; ; Rosalind Croucher; Leanne Smith
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW Herald Sun Media [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Security Classification:
OFFICIAL

Thanks Darren, 
 
I agree with your re-ordering of the paragraphs. 
 
I don’t think it is necessary to respond directly  

 We don’t respond directly to the other questions.  
 
I think the draft response looks good, 
 
Kind regards 
Julie 
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DONATE $50 → 

DONATE $100 → 

DONATE ANOTHER AMOUNT → 

There’s no way to fully understand why the U.S. keeps pouring guns and money into Israel’s 

barbaric war on Gaza without closely scrutinizing the activities and spending of AIPAC. However, 

far too many mainstream news outlets ignore the group’s influence — or worse, dismiss any 

criticism of pro-Israel groups as antisemitic. 

AIPAC doesn’t just regularly shower large donations on members of Congress who carry their 

water; it also funds congressional junkets to Israel through its sister organization the American 

Israel Education Foundation. These delegations have become well known on Capitol Hill as a 

kind of rite of passage for newly elected members. 

And in recent years, the lobbying group has made it a top priority to defeat progressive pro-

Palestinian members of Congress. During the 2022 midterms, an AIPAC-affiliated super PAC 

was the No. 1 outside spender in the entire Democratic primary process, and it successfully 

ousted Michigan Rep. Andy Levin. Now, AIPAC is pledging to spend $100 million to defeat 

progressives including Jamaal Bowman and Summer Lee. 

This is why the Biden administration continues to shovel bombs, guns, and other military aid to 

Israel, even as public opposition to Israel’s war grows and Democratic political analysts warn that 

Biden’s blank-check support for Israel could well cost him reelection. 

The Intercept is committed to continue reporting on the ghastly atrocities unfolding in 

Gaza, as well as the powerful pro-Israel lobbying groups helping keep U.S. arms and 

money flowing to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government.  

You simply won’t see this kind of deep, investigative reporting into the pro-Israel lobby 

from the corporate media. So if you value hard-hitting independent reporting on the war in 

Gaza, please make a donation to The Intercept today.  

STAND WITH THE INTERCEPT → 

To help 
p otect y  
p vacy  
Mic o so ft 
Off ce 
p even e  
auto ma c  
downloa   
this pic  
f om th  
In e ne 

Thank you, 

The Intercept team 

The Intercept’s fiscal sponsor is First Look Institute, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization (tax ID number 80-0951255). 
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The Intercept’s mailing address is: 

P.O. Box 27442 

Washington, DC 20038 

The Intercept is an award-winning nonprofit news organization dedicated to holding the powerful accountable 

through fearless, adversarial journalism. Our in-depth investigations and unflinching analysis focus on surveillance, 

war, corruption, the environment, technology, criminal justice, the media and more. Email is an important way for us 

to communicate with The Intercept’s readers, but if you’d like to stop hearing from us, click here 

to unsubscribe from all communications. Protecting freedom of the press has never been more 

important. Contribute now to support our independent journalism. 
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To help p otect you  p iv acy  Mic osoft Office p even ed automa ic download of this p ctu e f om the In e net

 

NYC Mayor Smeared a Grandmother as an “Outside Agitator” to 
Justify NYPD Assault on Columbia  
Jeremy Scahill  

Nahla Al-Arian lost more than 200 relatives in Israel's attacks on Gaza. Then Eric Adams said 
she was the reason police raided Columbia.  
READ MORE →  

 

Protecting freedom of the press has never been more 

important. Be the next person to support The Intercept’s 

independent journalism by becoming a member today. 

BECOME A MEMBER → 

 

Top Stories 
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To help p otect you  p v acy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of th s pictu e f om the Inte net

 

AIPAC Is Secretly Intervening in Portland’s Congressional Race to 
Take Down Susheela Jayapal, Sources Say  
Ryan Grim  

The pro-Israel group is funneling money through a “pro-science” PAC, according to two members of 
Congress.  
READ MORE →  

To help p o ect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of th s pic u e 
f om the Inte net

 

From UCLA to Columbia, Professors Nationwide Defend 
Students as Politicians and Police Attack  
Prem Thakker 

University faculty have put their bodies and livelihoods on the line amid a brutal, 
violent response to student protests for Gaza.  
READ MORE →  

To help p o ect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of th s pic u e 
f om the Inte net

 

AIPAC’s Next Top Target? Rep. Jamaal Bowman  
Akela Lacy 

The Israel lobby is expected to start a $20 million ad blitz backing its handpicked 
candidate against the incumbent Squad member.  
READ MORE →  

 

Podcasts 

To help p o ect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of th s pic u e 
f om the Inte net

 

Let’s Check In on AIPAC’s Assault on the Squad  
Deconstructed 
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The Israel lobby failed to take down Rep. Summer Lee. They’ve now set their sights 
on Reps. Jamaal Bowman and Cori Bush.  
LISTEN →  

 

To help 
p o ect ou  
p vacy  
Mic o so ft 
Office 
p even ed 
au o ma c  
downlo d of 
this p c e  
f om th  
In e ne 

The Intercept is a recognized 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 

The Intercept’s mailing address is: 

The Intercept 

P.O. Box 27442 

Washington, DC 20038 

The Intercept is an award-winning nonprofit news organization 

dedicated to holding the powerful accountable through fearless, 

adversarial journalism. Our in-depth investigations and unflinching 

analysis focus on surveillance, war, corruption, the environment, 

technology, criminal justice, the media and more. Email is an 

important way for us to communicate with The Intercept's readers, 

but if you'd like to stop hearing from us, click here to unsubscribe 

or update your subscription preferences. 

Become a member of The Intercept today and support our 

independent journalism.  

BECOME A MEMBER → 
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DONATE $25 → 

DONATE $50 → 

DONATE $100 → 

DONATE ANOTHER AMOUNT → 

Until just a few years ago, AIPAC was studiously nonpartisan and avoided getting involved in 

elections. But starting in 2021, AIPAC began funneling money into super PACs and campaigns to 

strengthen its hammerlock on U.S. foreign policy. 

Since then, AIPAC has become the biggest outside spender in Democratic Party 

primaries, bigger than any labor union, corporation, or other special interest. 

That in large part explains why the U.S. continues to send millions of dollars’ worth of bombs and 

planes to Israel, despite the fact that polls show that the American people support a permanent 

ceasefire in Gaza. 

Let’s be frank: Most major news outlets will never cover AIPAC the way they cover other big-

money special interest groups. The Intercept will, and it’s your donations that provide the 

funding that powers our reporting and keeps us fully independent. 

The Intercept’s hard-hitting investigative journalism relies on your support. Will you make 

a donation today? 

STAND WITH THE INTERCEPT → 

To help 
p otect y  
p vacy  
Mic o so ft 
Off ce 
p even e  
auto ma c  
downloa   
this pic  
f om th  
In e ne 

Thank you, 

The Intercept team 

The Intercept is a recognized 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 

The Intercept’s mailing address is: 

P.O. Box 27442 

Washington, DC 20038 

The Intercept is an award-winning nonprofit news organization dedicated to holding the powerful accountable 

through fearless, adversarial journalism. Our in-depth investigations and unflinching analysis focus on surveillance, 

war, corruption, the environment, technology, criminal justice, the media and more. Email is an important way for us 

to communicate with The Intercept’s readers, but if you’d like to stop hearing from us, click here 
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to unsubscribe from all communications. Protecting freedom of the press has never been more 

important. Contribute now to support our independent journalism. 

 
 

61





2

To help p otect you  p iv acy  Mic osoft Office p even ed automa ic download of this p ctu e f om the In e net

 

The State Department Says Israel Isn’t Blocking Aid. Videos 
Show the Opposite.  
Prem Thakker  

From targeting humanitarian vehicles to standing by as mobs attack trucks, Israel is blocking aid 
from reaching Gaza.  
READ MORE →  

 

Protecting freedom of the press has never been more 

important. Be the next person to support The Intercept’s 

independent journalism by becoming a member today. 

BECOME A MEMBER → 

 

Top Stories 
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To help p otect you  p v acy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of th s pictu e f om the Inte net

 

An Israeli Company Is Hawking Its Self-Launching Drone System to 
U.S. Police Departments  
Delaney Nolan  

A Louisiana sheriff’s department has been testing the drone system, which is already used by the 
Israeli police and many settlements.  
READ MORE →  

To help p o ect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of th s pic u e 
f om the Inte net

 

Medical Workers Evacuated From Gaza, but 3 Americans 
Refuse to Leave  
Ryan Grim, Jeremy Scahill 

Remaining health care workers won’t go until Israel stops blocking entry of new 
medical personnel.  
READ MORE →  

To help p o ect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of th s pic u e 
f om the Inte net

 

Republicans Can’t Decide: Do They Hate Prosecutors 
Because of Bail Reform or Abortion?  
Akela Lacy 

Since Dobbs, state-level Republicans have sought to strip power from DAs elected in 
Democratic cities who won’t prosecute abortion care.  
READ MORE →  

To help p o ect you  p vacy  M c osoft Off ce p evented au omat c download of th s pic u e 
f om the Inte net

 

The Consumer Finance Protection Bureau Is 
Constitutional, After All  
Shawn Musgrave 

And for some reason Justice Samuel Alito can’t stop talking about this witch trial 
judge.  
READ MORE →  
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Outside Groups Spent $285,000 Backing Jamaal 
Bowman. AIPAC Alone Just Dropped Nearly $2 Million to 
Attack Him.  
Akela Lacy 

With Bowman’s challenger handpicked by AIPAC, the Israel lobby is cementing its 
status as the biggest player in Democratic primary politics.  
READ MORE →  

To help 
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The Intercept is a recognized 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 

The Intercept’s mailing address is: 

The Intercept 

P.O. Box 27442 

Washington, DC 20038 

The Intercept is an award-winning nonprofit news organization 

dedicated to holding the powerful accountable through fearless, 

adversarial journalism. Our in-depth investigations and unflinching 

analysis focus on surveillance, war, corruption, the environment, 

technology, criminal justice, the media and more. Email is an 

important way for us to communicate with The Intercept's readers, 

but if you'd like to stop hearing from us, click here to unsubscribe 

or update your subscription preferences. 

Become a member of The Intercept today and support our 

independent journalism.  

BECOME A MEMBER → 
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From: Anne Hollonds
Sent: Tuesday, 11 June 2024 1:13 PM
To:
Cc: Leanne Smith
Subject: RE: Concern re comment during conference session  

[SEC=OFFICIAL]

Security Classification:
OFFICIAL

Dear  
 
Thank you for coming to the session , and for your feedback. 
 
The comments you mention were clearly ‘oƯ-topic’, as were some other comments from the 
audience. In each case I decided to make no response and to give no ‘oxygen’ to the comment, and 
to try to bring the conversation back to the focus of the session.  
 
I acknowledge that you believe I should have challenged what was said. As you would appreciate, it’s 
sometimes a diƯicult call to make in the moment . 
 
I take on board your feedback. 
 
Many thanks for taking the time to write to me. 
 
Anne 
--------------------------------------- 
Anne Hollonds 
National Children's Commissioner  
Australian Human Rights Commission 
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 
T +61 2 9284 9669   M +61 411 382 692 
W https://humanrights.gov.au 
  

 
  
Human rights: everyone, everywhere, everyday 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Gadigal peoples of the Eora Nation, and pay our 
respects to their Elders, past, present and future. 
 

  
 

 
  

69

s22

s47F, 
  

s47F, 

  

Document 30

s47F, s47E(d)

s47F, s47E(d)

s47F, s47E(d)





1

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 17 July 2024 3:28 PM
To: Leanne Smith
Subject: RE: Mary Kostakidis racial hatred  [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: 20240715_SMH_Kostakidis .pdf

Security Classification:
OFFICIAL

Here’s the PDF…  
 
 

 
Director, Strategic Communications 
 
Australian Human Rights Commission 
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 

 
 | W humanrights.gov.au 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and recognise their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and future. 
 
From: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 2:21 PM 
To:  @humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Mary Kostakidis racial hatred  [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
Hi! I’m back. 
 
I can’t open this link-  can you share text? 
 
From: Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2024 9:09 AM 
To: Rachel Holt <rachel.holt@humanrights.gov.au>;  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Michael 
Badorrek @humanrights.gov.au> 
Cc: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>; Giridharan Sivaraman 
<giridharan.sivaraman@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Mary Kostakidis racial hatred  [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 

 
 

   
 

 
Ros 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 
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From: Rachel Holt <rachel.holt@humanrights.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2024 8:54:00 AM 
To:  < @humanrights.gov.au>; Michael Badorrek 
< @humanrights.gov.au>; Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au> 
Cc: Leanne Smith <leanne.smith@humanrights.gov.au>; Giridharan Sivaraman 
<giridharan.sivaraman@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Mary Kostakidis racial hatred  [SEC=OFFICIAL]  
  
Dear all, 
  

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
Kind regards 
  
Rachel Holt 
Senior Executive, Investigation and Conciliation Service  
  
Australian Human Rights Commission  
GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 
D +61 2 9284 9655 or 1300 369 711    
E Rachel.Holt@humanrights.gov.au  W www.humanrights.gov.au 
  
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of Country throughout Australia, and recognise their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to Elders, past, present and future. 

  
  
  
From:  < @humanrights.gov.au>  
Sent: Sunday, July 14, 2024 3:51 PM 
To: Rachel Holt <rachel.holt@humanrights.gov.au>; Michael Badorrek < @humanrights.gov.au>; 
Rosalind Croucher <rosalind.croucher@humanrights.gov.au> 
Subject: Mary Kostakidis racial hatred  
  
Just came across this...  
https://www.smh.com.au/national/broadcasting-doyenne-accused-of-anti-jewish-hate-speech-
20240713-p5jtdo.html 
  
Get Outlook for iOS 
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ANTISEMITISM CLAIM

Broadcasting doyenne
accused of hate speech
Chip Le Grand

Mary Kostakidis.

Mary Kostakidis, a respected for-
mer newsreader and public face of
multicultural broadcaster SBS,
has been accused of misusing her
public standing and social media
following to share ‘‘extreme and
hateful speech’’ against Jews.

In a complaint to be filed with the
Australian Human Rights Commis-
sion, Zionist Federation of Austra-
lia chief executive Alon Cassuto al-
leges that Kostakidis
breached racial discrim-
ination laws by promoting
a speech by Hezbollah
secretary-general Hassan
Nasrallah, in which he
said there was no place
for Jews in Israel and the
occupied territories.

Nasrallah said that if
Jewish people wanted to
feel secure, they should go to the
United States or Britain. ‘‘Here,
you don’t have a future. From the
river to the sea, the land of Pales-
tine is for the Palestinian people
and the Palestinian people only.’’

Kostakidis shared a link to the
speech on X, formerly Twitter, on
January 4, saying: ‘‘The Israeli
govt getting some of its own medi-
cine. Israel has started something
it can’t finish with this genocide.’’

The post is among more than
100 cited by the Zionist Federation
that, it alleges, show a pattern of
Kostakidis disseminating hateful
material against Israelis and Jew-
ish people. Material seen by the
Herald includes comments about

the Zionist lobby exerting ‘‘toxic
influence’’ over Australian medias.

Kostakidis compared the war in
Gaza to the extermination of Jews
at Auschwitz and likened Israel to
Nazis. She promoted conspiracy
theories about convicted paedo-
phile Jeffrey Epstein being a secret
Mossad agent and Israel deliber-
ately allowing the October 7 at-
tacks to go ahead to secure a pre-
text for war. She is sceptical there
was evidence of systematic rape by

Hamas on October 7.
Cassuto said yester-

day: ‘‘Since the October 7
Hamas attack on Israel,
Mary Kostakidis has
shared extreme propa-
ganda with her 30,000
Twitter followers, includ-
ing a Hamas pamphlet
that sought to justify its
sadistic massacre.

‘‘For the sake of the precious
multicultural nation that we have,
we must stand up against racial
hatred, no matter who is being tar-
geted and who is spreading it.’’

Kostakidis defended her tweet
about the Hezbollah leader, reply-
ing to queries with: ‘‘What are you
saying, that we shouldn’t hear
what the other side has to say? The
point of that tweet was to say that
Israel is inviting an escalation, it’s
inviting retribution because it is
conducting a genocide.’’

Cassuto’s legal team is led by
Arnold Bloch Leibler’s Raphael
Leibler and Leon Zwier. The com-
plaint against Kostakidis is the
highest-profile case relating to the

war on Gaza to come before the
Human Rights Commission and
will test the strength of the exist-
ing Racial Discrimination Act,
which Attorney-General Mark
Dreyfus has promised to bolster.

For nearly 20 years, Kostakidis
read SBS’s weekday bulletin. A
dispute in 2007 with management
and her newly appointed co-host,
Stan Grant, culminated in her
quitting and suing the broad-
caster. A former chair of the
Sydney Peace Foundation, she has
served on multiple government
advisory boards.

The complaint against Kosta-
kidis is under Section 18C of the
Racial Discrimination Act, which
makes it unlawful to publicly of-
fend, insult, humiliate or intimidate
a person or group on the basis of
race, colour or national or ethnic
origin. This provision has been used
previously by Jewish people and
groups against Holocaust deniers.

A freedom of speech provision in
the Act exempts artistic works,
scientific debate and fair comment
on matters of public interest. To
use this defence, respondents must
show they acted in good faith.

Zionist Federation president
Jeremy Leibler said Nasrallah’s
speech was not a rallying call for
equality or peace between Arab and
Jewish people but rather, a call to
ethnically cleanse 7 million Jews
who live between the Jordan River
and the Mediterranean Sea.

Section 18C complaints are civil
proceedings that, if they proceed to
court, can result in a fine.

Broadcasting doyenne accused of hate speech
By Chip Le Grand

The Sydney Morning Herald
Monday 15th July 2024
643 words
Page 16 | Section: News
320cm on the page

Content within this media item are licensed by Copyright Agency. You must not copy this
work without permission. You may only copy or communicate this email and the work(s)
within with an appropriate license. Copyright Streem Pty Ltd, 2024.
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DONATE $100 → 

DONATE ANOTHER AMOUNT → 
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Thank you, 

The Intercept team 

The Intercept is a recognized 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 

The Intercept’s mailing address is: 

P.O. Box 9201 

New York, NY 10008 

The Intercept is an award-winning nonprofit news organization dedicated to holding the powerful accountable 

through fearless, adversarial journalism. Our in-depth investigations and unflinching analysis focus on surveillance, 

war, corruption, the environment, technology, criminal justice, the media and more. Email is an important way for us 

to communicate with The Intercept’s readers, but if you’d like to stop hearing from us, click here 

to unsubscribe from all communications. Protecting freedom of the press has never been more 

important. Contribute now to support our independent journalism. 
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