












                                                                                          

   

responsibilities when it comes to formalities. All members within the social circle would 

assume the responsibility of the child and either take action or report the matter to the concerned 

family to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the child.  

WHAT FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S 

INVOLVEMENT IN YOUTH JUSTICE SYSTEMS IN AUSTRALIA?    

• Trauma 

• Racism and discrimination in schools and at workplaces. The students from the school 

programs reported some teachers and students have used the N-word and dismissive 

statements to silence them when there are issues involving students from different 

cultural backgrounds within the school.  

• Drugs and other alcohol widely used by some youth and adults as coping mechanisms 

for stress  

• Family breakdowns and DFV 

• Communication barriers or lack of engagement between parents and schools and 

between parents and children 

• Gang affiliation and youth crime and identity crisis among young people 

• Distrust of institutions and system as a whole - underpinned by the community’s wide 

perceptions of systemic discrimination, racism and deliberate practices by agencies that 

disempower the families and keep the community vulnerable and dependent  

TRAUMA, SHAME, AND DISTRUST 

Most of the parents and people who settled in Australia on humanitarian visas have gone 

through numerous phases of traumatic journeys across different countries before they settled 

in Australia. While travelling and finding safe place for their families, their lives were shaped 

by different traumatic, cultural, social and political events. Such families are comprised of 



                                                                                          

   

children who were born in different countries including Australia. A parent would typically be 

born in their home of origin, and maybe some of their children were born in the second country 

(refugee camps) and others finally in Australia. The family may have some members who are 

still in the refugee camps in different countries, some may have gone to other Western countries 

like U.S.A, Canada, U.K and others and majority of them may still be in their original home 

country. Some families may have lost a number of family members during these journeys and 

are caring for others somewhere else. The children while born in Australia or in the refugee 

camps and settled in Australia at a very young age, may not fully comprehend or understand 

this and what their parents may be going through. These family dynamics and even cultural 

diversity within the families including communication barriers and limited knowledge of the 

new system in Australia and external influence are mainly the cause of most of the relationship 

issues across our community. The complex social environment and the system also cause trust 

issues. Many people feel like they can’t trust anyone because they would assume that those 

approaching them for assistance would not do so in line with their cultural norms, values and 

principles. 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE CHANGED SO THAT YOUTH JUSTICE AND RELATED SYSTEMS 

PROTECT THE RIGHTS AND WELLBEING OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE? 

WHAT ARE THE BARRIERS TO CHANGE, AND HOW CAN THESE BE OVERCOME?  

 

1. Place-based/local community-led service delivery at places of cultural significance like the 

African Village where parents, youth and specialist services meet and obtain whole-family-

centred support rather than individual-based 

2. Resources investment in local cultural and community groups to support new humanitarian 

arrivals settlement locally. 
























