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African Australians: A report on human rights and social inclusion issues - Summary of the Discussion Paper

We want to know what you think 

We want to hear the settlement and human rights stories of African Australians from across Australia. 

We want to hear your ideas about what things could be changed to make settlement in Australia easier.

We will use your input in developing a final report. We hope that the final report will influence the people and organisations that make decisions and provide services, and help change the views of other Australians about African communities.
What does the discussion paper do?

Provides information and asks African Australians (and anyone else that is interested) to tell us their stories, issues and concerns. 

What can you say? 

Your experiences and views can help us compile the human rights and social inclusion issues for African Australian communities. 

We particularly want to hear from you about your experiences in Australia with employment and training; education; health and well-being; housing; and the justice and legal systems. You can also tell us any other issues or concerns you have.

How can you tell us your story?

· Come to the meetings and groups we will organise across Australia (some will have translators to help you take part)
· Make a submission by writing to us (see information below)
Where can you find out about the meetings?

· Community networks will help get information to you
· The schedule will be on our website at: www.humanrights.gov.au/africanaus 
from 16 March 2009 (in English)

Who is helping us?

The project is community–led and supported by a Steering Committee and national Community Reference Group. The Steering Committee has two community representatives: Samia Baho, Executive Director of the Centre for African - Australian Women’s Issues and Abeselom Nega, Immediate Past Chair of the Federation of African Communities Council; and a service provider representative Eugenia Tsoulis, Executive Director of the Migrant Resource Centre of South Australia. 

The national consultation will be coordinated by an agency called Myriad Consultants. 
Other partners include: Adult Multicultural Education Services (AMES) in Victoria; Australian Red Cross; Diversity Health Institute; and the Australian Government Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA). 
How to make a submission

If your submission is in English we prefer that you email it to us at: africanaus@humanrights.gov.au 

If you cannot email us, or if your submission is written in your language, write to us at:

African Australians project submission

Race Discrimination Unit: Education and Partnerships Section

Australian Human Rights Commission

GPO Box 5218

Sydney NSW 2001

or send by fax to: (02) 9284 9849.

CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 30 June 2009

Confidentiality

Submissions will be treated as public documents unless you tell us that you want your submission kept confidential. Please tell us in your submission that it is confidential.

How can you get more information?

· If English is not your first language, ask others in your community to help or try local community organisations where staff may be able to help 

· Go to our website www.humanrights.gov.au/africanaus
· Email your questions to us at africanaus@humanrights.gov.au
· Call us with your questions on (02) 9284 9600 or 1800 620 241 (TTY)

Are you experiencing discrimination?

For further information about your rights under discrimination law: 
· Go to www.humanrights.gov.au/complaints_information/index.html
· Go to www.humanrights.gov.au/about/languages/index.html (if there is no information sheet in your language, we can arrange an interpreter to discuss your complaint, so please call us)

· Call the free Telephone Interpreter Service on 131 450, say your language and ask for the Australian Human Rights Commission on 1300 656 419
· call the Complaints Information Line on 1300 656 419
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