I do not usually contribute to these type of forums but last night I had a long discussion with three secular Iranian friends on how religion has destroyed their country so I feel compelled to say something.  I would like to put across a secular point of view, we are not a coherent group but we make up a large part of the Australian community. 

My main point is:
Section 116 of the constitution clearly separates church and state whilst allowing freedom of religion.  Any changes to the constitution that diminish the separation of church and state would be very disturbing to many people.  Supernatural beliefs are already protected and should remain that way.  I can see no justification to change the constitution it is clear and concise.

The Constitution
Questions to consider include:

1. Is this section of the Constitution an adequate protection of freedom of religion and belief? Yes
2. How should the Australian Government protect freedom of religion and belief? Through the policing of the current laws
3. When considering the separation of religion and state, are there any issues that presently concern you? There does not seem to be adequate separation. There is ever increasing funding of religious schools and tax exemptions etc
4. Do religious or faith-based groups have undue influence over government and/or does the government have undue influence over religious or faith based groups?  Yes by political donations.  Yes by selectively funding religious groups. WE MUST KEEP THEM SEPARATE!
5. Would a legislated national Charter of Rights add to these freedoms of religion and belief? Its already covered by the constitution but a statement protecting the freedom of speech could only be positive


One last thing:

I am no lawyer but Article 18 R2.3 is clearly problematic and should be removed.

R2.3   - freedom from coercion which would impair religion or belief

ie If a religion states that 'black is white' then one may be in breach of this for asserting that 'black was black'.
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