DATE: 31 May 2006
NAME:  Cara Jones 

[Details removed]

Submission to the Same Sex=Same Entitlements Inquiry.

Dear HREOC,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the National Inquiry into Discrimination against People in Same Sex Relationships: Financial and Work-Related Entitlements and Benefits.


I am a:-

AGE:- 37, PROFESSION:- self employed interior designer, RELATIONSHIP STATUS:- long term – same sex, SEXUALITY:- lesbian,  CHILDREN:- 1. 

I believe that to achieve full legal equality all Federal legislation should have terms such as 'spouse', 'partner' 'dependent' , 'family' and 'couple' redefined to include same sex partners and, where relevant, their children.

I believe that Commonwealth legal recognition of same sex relationships including families parented by same sex partners would have a positive impact on my relationships, family life, productivity at work and financial security, among other areas of my life.

I have experienced discrimination in the context of not being legally recognized as a parent of my daughter, as I am not the birth mother.   Therefore if my daughter required urgent hospital treatment, my partner would also need to be in attendance.  Plus, I don’t get any tax relief for supporting my partner and child. These are only a few items, however my daughter is still only 3 years old, so I am certain that acts of discrimination will occur when she starts her schooling…..

Yours sincerely

Cara Jones
