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Submission to the Same Sex=Same Entitlements Inquiry.

Dear HREOC,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a public submission to the National Inquiry into Discrimination against People in Same Sex Relationships: Financial and Work-Related Entitlements and Benefits.

I am 29, a community lawyer, queer identifying womn and am in a lesbian relationship. 

I believe that to achieve full legal equality all Federal legislation should have terms such as 'spouse', 'partner' 'dependent' , 'family' and 'couple' redefined to include same sex partners and, where relevant,their children.

I believe that Commonwealth legal recognition of same sex relationships including families parented by same sex partners would have a positive impact on my relationships, family life, productivity at work and financial security, among other areas of my life.

I have experienced discrimination in the context of health/ medicare/ hospitals/doctors. Assumptions that I am heterosexual have caused humilation, distress and pain to an ex-partner and myself. I had ankle surgery in a NSW hospital 4 years ago and my partner was not allowed to remain in the room (after hours) following the surgery- only my 'family' were- even though my mother tried to stop this blatant discrimination, the nurses claimed to be following 'orders' as they were and I had to lie there angry at a system that discounted/ignored my/ my existence/my partners existence.  

One of the most frustrating facts about being gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer in Australia today- is that as individuals we have the protection of the law in many, many areas- but as soon as we enter into a relationship- those rights(and responsibilities) do not translate/exist- we are still seen as individuals and our valid, loving and beautiful relationships are discredited. 

That's discrimination, that's not on. And that's Australian societal attitudes to us today.

Yours sincerely

Aly M

