As many people will be aware that Federal Government has over-ruled the ACT Government regarding the "Civil Union Bill 2006". Bill Stefaniak - (Head of the ACT Lberals) proposed an alternative to this bill, that would allow same-sex couples to "register" their union.

I have just finished writing an angry letter to the ACT Liberals explaining my disgust at having my 5 year relationship with my same-sex partner judged to be equivalent to "registering" a pet or car. Obviously the Liberal Party thinks same-sex couples are are some sort of second class citizens.
Same-sex couples face huge discrimination on a daily basis, we deserve full legal recognition of our relationships, and the opportunity to celebrate that union with a public ceremony (if we wish).
 

While on the subject of discrimination, 
My partner has $35,000 in PSS Super. If he died I would not be eligible to recieve his super as same-sex relationships are explicitly excluded (under the PSS Act) from being considered. 
This money would allow me to continue to pay "his share" of our our mortgage for 3 years, without it I would be forced to sell our home and everything we worked for.
I have just finished a 2 & 1/2 year battle with PSS over a Deceased Estate, so that my Daughter was considered as a dependant. (It was her Mother who died). I don't like my chances of getting access to my Partners superannuation in time to prevent the loss of our home and everything we have worked for.
This would add significant stress at time of grief.
 

Last year my partner developed chronic appendicitis and needed nearly 6 months of tests etc, that eventually resulted in his appendix being removed.
Despite being on the highest level of private cover, this left us a couple of thousand dollars out of pocket.
Under the "medicare saftey net" we are treated as 2 x Single persons, and had to meet higher individual thresholds than if we were classsed as a family / couple.
 

This is not just some academic issue over the wording of "Registration" versus "Civil Union" versus "Marriage", this is about the quality of peoples lives being affected on a daily basis, and real financial hardships.
 

Douglas Collins & Ralph Barrand. 
[Details removed]


