SUBMISSION TO SAME SEX RELATIONSHIPS INQUIRY

My partner and I are not recognised as a couple. My superannuation fund First State does not allow me to give my benefits to my partner when I die as Im a public servant. I should be able to choose who I want to receive my money when I die, its my right. If I want to leave him money I would need to leave it through a will on my estate. I dont have one at this stage.

Secondly as a single person paying taxes I pay higher taxes as I am considered single even though I have spent 12 years will two partners. I am not receiving the same benefits as hetero couples even though I heavily support my partner financilly I pay very high taxes.

Similarly we pay the medicare levy as two individuals rather than a couple. This places financial stress on both of us.

These examples position us as second grade citizens even though we participate in the community like everyone else. We do not have the same rights and are not considered as a couple even though we are by our family and friends. Why wont society? The law needs to recognise same sex couples in these and other areas of law and not treat us as second class. We contribute to society more than what we get back in return.

[Name withheld]
