Where ever there is an advantage in being a couple it seems I suffer discrimination and a denial of my long term relationship.  It is not the financial loss but the discrimination involved in having someone decide that my relationship of over 25 years is not significant.  I quote from the latest communication from my superannuation accountant
 

Superannuation Contributions Splitting 
[Names withheld] strongly recommend that all clients who are eligible should consider the possibility of spouse splitting.
Are you eligible to split your contributions?
You will be entitled to split your contributions if you meet the following criteria:
- You are married or de facto (please note that same sex couples are excluded); 

This lack of recognition and consequent inability to split income also disadvantages myself and my partner as opposed to a heterosexual couple  in the area of tax.
 

But what concerns me more is that the lack of official recognition of same sex relationships relegates them to the weird and unacceptable in the minds of ordinary people. This can have far reaching consequences for progress in your career.  Many otherwise courageous people have felt unable to acknowledge their relationships until late in life (witness Michael Kirby).
 

 There is nothing strange or dangerous in a loving relationship between two individuals of the same sex but official discrimination encourages many people to look down on such relationships and commit blatant acts of prejudice or violence.  I can do without the financial incentives - they should be saved for people in need regardless of their marital status.  What would make me happy would be for my relationship to be accepted without the current fuss and officially endorsed prejudice.
 

 

Dr Kathleen Burns
[Details removed]

