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The Australian Youth delegation would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians on the land on which we meet today. As well as pay our respects to our elders both present and past.

The Australian Youth delegation acknowledges the Australian Government’s recent decision to fully support the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous People. We believe that this shows the Government’s continued support in closing the Gap towards Australian Indigenous issues.

In 1967 96% of Australian citizens voted ‘Yes’ in The Referendum. This historic win gave Indigenous people the right to be counted as citizens of our own country, which meant Indigenous People have the ability to vote and to have Indigenous policy made by the Commonwealth government. 
However four decades later and countless promises by past Governments, it appears the solution for the advancement of Indigenous Affairs in Australia is through reactive imposed responses such as the Northern Territory intervention, alcohol management plans and welfare reform.  Indigenous Youth today are faced with inheriting the ongoing fight for justice as did our mothers and fathers. This is the legacy left to us by those who fought hard for the basic dignity of just being recognised as Citizens of our Country.  While the Referendum remains one of the greatest accomplishments of Australian Indigenous history, and the Australian government’s historic Apology to our Stolen Generations has finally been given, the fight for justice does not end there, as our path to equality still has many bumps in the road. We the Indigenous Youth of Australia pledge to keep alive the visions of our ancestors while incorporating the dreams of young Indigenous people of our country.

Although the Australian Youth delegation recognises our current Governments’ 10 point plan in closing the gap on Indigenous disadvantage, it is hard to remain optimistic considering previous governments’ failed attempts at resolving long term problems with short term solutions.  Extensive resources have been exhausted over many years on consultation, advisory bodies and reports outlining the social and economic disadvantage across all social indicators and areas of inequality. Yet the question remains “When does consultation end and real affirmative action with real outcomes begin?”  We personally cannot afford to wait another 40 years to witness any real change. Based on the statistics of Indigenous life expectancy, we will unfortunately not be around.

Here, in 2009, the Indigenous Youth of Australia will no longer accept living in third world conditions in a country as wealthy and developed as Australia. Nor will we accept the poor quality of education being delivered in Indigenous communities, whereby, Indigenous children continue to achieve well below their non-Indigenous peers in literacy and numeracy. An alarmingly high number of Indigenous students entering secondary education only have the ability to read at a much lower primary school. It is then no surprise that the secondary school retention rate for Indigenous students is 30% less than non-Indigenous students.

In 2009 the Indigenous youth of Australia, will not accept the life expectancy for Indigenous men and women to be 17 years less than non-Indigenous Australians. Cases of cancer, diabetes and renal failure being reported in our Indigenous communities are increasing each year. Our babies are more likely to suffer from malnutrition and low birth weight, and infant death mortality is still twice as high to non-Indigenous children.

In 2009 the Indigenous Youth of Australia, will not accept the high unemployment rate and welfare dependency in our communities. At present, 16 per cent of our Indigenous people are listed as unemployed in Australia, although, this does not include the high number of Indigenous people registered on Government funded programs such as the Community Development Employment Program.   Essentially, Indigenous people are still classified as unemployed, however, for the past twenty years, Community Development Employment Program participants have worked for their welfare payment in employment areas which are supposedly to assist learning and developing of new skills. The Community Development Employment Program has been viewed as discriminatory because Indigenous people living on communities are obligated to work in menial positions at below minimal wages, and although they will work a normal working day no benefits such as sick or holiday pay are given nor the right to superannuation. This is a program that does not empower Indigenous people in employment, but merely continues the policies of past Government to exploit Indigenous Australians and benefit from cheap labor- Furthermore, Community Development Employment Program is counted as employment, this enables the Government to manipulate the data – increasing the actual statistics on Indigenous people engaged in real employment
In 2009 the Indigenous Youth of Australia, will not except the higher number of Indigenous youth that are over-represented in the juvenile justice system. In the state of New South Wales alone, approximately 57% of young people in Juvenile Justice system are Indigenous. In some rural and regional centre’s the Indigenous youth statistic borders 75% and over. The factors relating to this over-representation are complex and cross many social, economic and government policy and service delivery areas. As Indigenous peoples of Australia we make up around 2.5% of the total population of 21 million. Of that 2.5%, around 1% of that population is said to be under the age of 35. The median age according to the Human Rights Commission of Indigenous people in Australia is 20 years old. We have a very young population and the incarceration rates of our young people is truly a predicament that our nation needs to address and take in further
consideration of.
Recommendations

We the Australian Youth Delegation submit the following recommendations:

1. We recommend that the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues ensure that all States, and non Government organisations are held accountable for the insufficient level of service delivery, including by all levels of government within a State, to Indigenous communities, to ensure that specific, relevant, evidence based action is taken to eliminate areas of long-standing disadvantage including funding, transparency, and the quality of service.

2. As stated in Article 28 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child, we recommend that the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues encourage States to ensure access to the appropriate curriculum level education in Indigenous schools within remote communities so that Education levels are on par with urban areas, and that there is an intensive program of action developed to increase the literacy and numeracy of Indigenous children and youth.

3. We further recommend that the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues encourage States to develop programs that are in line with Article 30 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child and Article 28 of the International Labor Organization, to ensure that Indigenous/cultural studies and bi-lingual programs are included and implemented in school curriculum that includes an accurate portrayal of Indigenous history.  Indigenous studies should be a mandatory component in all state curriculum to develop respect and understanding of Indigenous culture at an early age and to ensure that Indigenous cultures and languages are maintained, continued valued and protected.

4. In line with Article 24 of the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, (Indigenous people should have access to all social and health services without discrimination.)  We recommend that the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues urge all States to provide adequate health centers to communities which will focus on a holistic approach to culture, health, and well being.  Adequate funding to health services would include funding that is focused on preventative measures, as well as primary health care, and education programs that inform Indigenous youth about the importance of healthy lifestyle choices.

5. We finally recommend that UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues encourage States to provide further adequate funding
and resource allocation to the appropriate institutions for further
study and implementation of programs suitable for Indigenous young people to break the cycle of reoffending.
