
 

 

 

 

 

 11 July 2023 
Ms Anne Hollonds 
National Children’s Commissioner  
Australian Human Rights Commission  
GPO Box 5218 
Sydney NSW 2001 
youthjusticereform@humanrights.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Ms Hollonds,  
 
Youth Justice and Child Wellbeing Reform across Australia 
 
Introduction and summary 
National Legal Aid (NLA), representing the CEOs/Directors of the eight State and Territory legal aid 
commissions (LACs) in Australia, refers to your project investigating the opportunities for reform 
of youth justice and related systems across Australia (the Project).   
 
LACs are the largest providers of Youth Justice and Child Well-Being legal services to children and 
young people in Australia.  
 
NLA supports a nationally consistent approach to reforms and would be pleased to do what we 
can to assist with the Project.  
 
About Legal Aid Commissions and National Legal Aid 
The LACs are independent statutory authorities established under respective State or Territory 
enabling legislation.  They are funded by State or Territory and Commonwealth governments to 
provide legal assistance to disadvantaged people. 
 
LACs provide in excess of 30,000 services each year to children and young people (criminal, civil, 
and family law).  These services include legal advice, legal task, and legal representation in court 
proceedings.  Additional services include social support, legal and non-legal referrals, and child 
inclusive family dispute resolution. 
 
5,214 Independent Children’s Lawyers were appointed in Commonwealth family law proceedings 
in 2021-22, and 6,580 legal representatives for children were appointed in State/Territory child 
protection proceedings.   
 
Attached is a summary of service data by age aggregate and law type.    
 
Project Questions 

Our responses to the project questions provide a broad overview and we welcome the 
opportunity to provide more detailed specific responses.  
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1. What factors contribute to children’s and young people’s involvement in youth justice 
systems in Australia? 

Factors include: 

• Inter-generational disadvantage including poverty. 

• Age of criminal responsibility. 

• Inadequate and/or inappropriate systems identification of and/or response to disadvantage, 
and the effects of disadvantage. 

• Structural and systemic racism. 

• Involvement in the child protection system.  
 

For many young people, these factors are interlinked and compounding.  
 
Attached: 
 
Tasmania Legal Aid report (July 2021) 
Children First, Children in the Child Safety and Youth Justice System 

 

Commission for Children and Young People report (June 2021) 
Our youth, our way: Inquiry into the over-representation of Aboriginal children and young people in 
the Victorian youth justice system  

 

NLA submission (February 2020) 
Council of Attorneys-General, Age of Criminal Responsibility Working Group review 

 

State of Victoria Sentencing Advisory Council, reports 1, 2 & 3 (2019-2020) 
Crossover Kids: Vulnerable Children in the Youth Justice System 

 

Australian Institute of Criminology paper (2019) 
Crossover Kids: Offending by Child Protection-involved Youth 

 

Koorie Youth Council report (Victoria, 2018) 
Ngaga-Dji (Hear me), young voices creating change for justice  

 

Royal Commission into the Protection and Detention of Children in the Northern Territory (2017) 

 

Victoria Legal Aid report (2016) 
Care not custody: A new approach to keep kids in residential care out of the criminal justice system 

 

 

 








