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Ms Anne Hollonds
National Children’s Commissioner
Australian Human Rights Commission

Dear Ms Hollonds

| refer to your letter dated 11 May 2023 to the Honourable Leanne Linard MP, former Minister
for Children, Youth Justice and Multicultural Affairs regarding the Australian Human Rights
Commission Youth Justice and Child Wellbeing Reform project. As this matter now falls within
the Honourable Di Farmer MP, Minister for Employment and Small Business, Minister for
Training and Skills and Development and Minister for Youth Justice, your correspondence has
been forwarded to me for reply and consideration.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to inform such a valuable project, which
shares a common goal with my department in reducing the number of young people who
engage in criminal-related behaviours.

Please find attached my department’s submission which responds to the four questions you
have raised as part of the consultation process.

My departmental officers are available to engage further with you in interviews and roundtable
discussions, which | understand will focus on cross-jurisdictional responses to youth
involvement in the criminal justice system.

If you require further information or assistance, please contact ||| Serior

Executive Director, Strategy Performance and Commissioning, Department of Youth Justice,
Employment, Small Business and Training on_g

Robert Gee APM.
Director-Ge

s11 1 William Street Brisbane
Enc: departmental submission Queensland 4000 Australia

PO Box 15483 City East
Queensland 4002 Australia

ABN 84 375 484 963















Australian Youth Justice Administrators

The Australian Youth Justice Administrators (AYJA) operates as a collective body of senior executives
from each of the Australian state or territory departments and New Zealand respaonsible for the
delivery of youth justice services. The purpose of AYJA is to share information of relevance for all
youth justice jurisdictions, support the collection of youth justice data, support and contribute to
research in the area of youth justice and promote and maintain national principles, standards and
guidelines for youth justice.

The Standards Review project commenced in 2019. The purpose of the project is to review, revise
and contemporise the existing Standards (2009 — last reviewed 2012) to better align with the
significant changes that have happened within youth justice over the past 10-years (i.e. best practice
evidence, child safe principles, Royal Commissions and other major reviews/inquiries etc.). The
National Youth Justice Policy Forum (a sub group of AYJA, led by an AYJA member) is undertaking
this work, with significant input from the Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and Maori Advisory Group
and the Detention Centre Management Advisory Group, which are further sub-groups of AYJA.

The AYJA Standards are aspirational standards for youth justice service delivery required for child-
and-family-centred youth justice services in Australia. The Standards align with the AYJA Principles of
Youth Justice in Australia and are informed by research evidence and youth justice best practice and
acknowledges the need for inclusive services that reflect the cultural and linguistic diversity of
Australian communities.

The Standards are not prescriptive, nor are they intended to create boundaries for youth justice
services. AYJA members intend to use the Standards to conduct peer service delivery reviews of each
other’s jurisdictions. It is hoped that the revised Standards will promote a consistent, coordinated
and best practice national approach to youth justice. Currently, the final draft Standards are with the
designers for formatting prior to jurisdictional informative consultation. AYJA intends to launch the
Standards in October 2023.
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APPENDIX 1
(a) Prior and current offences/ orders

Young people who have a prior history of anti-social and offending behaviour are more likely than
those who do not to be at increased risk of involvement with the youth justice system. Such young
people are also more likely to maintain contact with youth justice by way of reoffending. For some of
those young people, the association between past and future criminal behaviour increases as the
perceived rewards for criminal behaviour increase.

(b) Family circumstances/ parenting

Family members serve as interpersonal sources of reward for prosocial behaviour and as costs for
criminal behaviour. The absence of positive supports and guidance increases the likelihood of the
young person engaging in anti-social behaviour. In some situations, family members may
unfortunately act as models and direct supports for offending-related behaviour. For many young
people involved in the youth justice system, unstable parenting, family conflict, family criminality, low
income and unstable housing, are risk factors that have contributed to involvement in the youth
justice system.

(c) Education/ Employment

Achievement and participation in regular activities, such as those offered through education or
employment, are important indicators of a prosocial lifestyle and help instil a sense of purpose.
Involvement and commitment to the social institutions of education and employment also serve to
occupy a significant proportion of a young person's life, leaving less time for antisocial activities. Many
young people involved with youth justice have had limited access to education or have disengaged
completely from education and/or employment.

(d) Peer relations

Criminology has long recognised the influence of friends and acquaintances on an individual's
behaviour, values and attitudes. Having friends who also participate in offending-related behaviour is
one of the single best predictors of criminal behaviour. Acquaintances and friends serve as models for
behaviour and as interpersonal sources of rewards and costs.

(e) Substance abuse

Substance abuse creates obstacles to prosocial behaviours and interactions. Severe abuse can
interfere with performance in school or employment, alter social networks, create family stress, and
can even impact directly on offending-related behaviour through disinhibition and the need to obtain
money illicitly to support a habit. The high prevalence of substance abuse among youth offending
populations makes alcohol and/or drug problems one of the most common criminogenic need areas
targeted by treatment programs.








