














WHAT: existing Child-focused place-based initiatives in Qld

TQKP looking to link together Qld child-focused, place-based initiatives
- 16 x Communities for Children (Cwlth - DSS) > e.g. Cairns South Together 
- 2 x Stronger Places, Stronger People (Cwlth - DSS / State - DCHDE) > Logan Together & Gladstone
- 102 x Connect for Children Birth to Five Networks (Qld – DoE)
- 3 x Connected Beginnings (Cwlth - DESE & DoH) > Doomadgee, Rassmussen & Mareeba
- plus Local Thriving Communities (Qld - DSDSATSIP) & Empowered Communities (Cwlth - NIAA)

existing supports
- The Nest child and family wellbeing outcomes framework (ARACY)
- Communities for Children Facilitating Partners (Salvos, Smith Family, Mission Australia, YourTown, Uniting Care 
Community, T’ville Diocece)
- 144 Neighbourhood and Community Centres / DCHDE’s Thriving Qld Communities Grants
- QCOSS Place-based Strategy 2021-22, Guide & Tool Kit
- Collaborate for Impact ChangeMakers webinars









Opportunities

Supported and capable caregivers + good jobs + good housing + good health + good ECD/schools + healthy 
environments + strong communities … = kids thriving!

TQKP is engaging with a network of local leaders and collaborators involved in child-focused, placed based initiatives  

We are working toward a workshop in mid May at Parliament House at the invitation of the Speaker Curtis Pitt  

Some emerging themes being canvassed include:

- Greater recognition of local efforts and achievements

- Better connections with decision-makers and influencers

- Better connections and sharing across and between the child-focused, place-based initiatives, and with state and national efforts

- Greater effort to address systems barriers: data, ‘program-itis’, inflexible short-term investments, capability building …

- Greater support for local innovation and integration



Opportunities
1. Make ‘thriving and resilient places’ a key feature of Unite and Recover ‘build back better’ strategies 

that integrate social, economic, environmental health and wellbeing and give focus to child well-being 

2. Acknowledge the vital role of, and opportunities for, State MPs and local governments as existing ‘champions’ 
for places and for children, young people and families!

3. Leverage off existing strategies and initiatives
e.g. Connect for Children, Early Years Places, Kindy, hubs, neighbourhood centres / community recovery etc

4. Refresh Qld’s strategic framework for place-based, inter-generational work 
to support local child development & family well-being efforts and address systems issues and enablers > 
concerted leadership + smart investment + integrated delivery + data and experience + stronger workforces + 
public and caregiver engagement



Opportunities

5. Engage with the (next) Commonwealth Government (and local governments) 
to reduce fragmentation and roll up the plethora of existing child-focused, place-based 
programs and provide capability building backbone support

6. Engage with Qld-based and national philanthropies and institutes
in a Thriving Places, Thriving Kids initiative (ala the WA Government & Minderoo Foundation’s 
$49M x 4-year Early Years Initiative!)

7. Back TQKP, our four foundation collaborative initiatives - Core Story, Data Roadmap, Brain 
Builders, Community Leadership - and our work connecting leaders and local catalysts 
from Qld’s child health and development, learning / education, family and community sectors 
to support Qld’s existing and emerging child-focused, placed based initiatives, as a means to
weave systems together to create the enabling conditions and tools for successful place-based 
efforts


